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Å FOURTH SUSPECT HELD 一 The last of four suspects in the St. Roger Drollinger, 24, is led by FBI agents after iP durren- 
Valentine’s Day murders of four Hollandsburg brothers, dered. (Star: AP Wirephoto) 
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Asks For 


By DAVID H. COX 
Star Staff Writer 

Nearly two months of 24-hour in- 
vestigation by scores of police agencies 
and officers culminated Monday when 
Roger Clay Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, 
turned himself into federal authorities 
at Indianapolis. 

Shortly after Drollinger was taken 
into custody, legal battles erupted be- 
tween his attorney, Nile Stanton, and 
federal officials. 

Drollinger was sought on a federal 
warrant for unlawful flight to avoid 
prosecution in connection with the Feb. 
14 mass slaying of four rural Parke 
County young men. 

Seventeen-year-old David W. Smith, 
Wingate, appeared in Parke Circuit 
Court Monday and was read four 
charges of first degree murder brought 
against him. 

Drollinger appeared Monday after- 
noon before U.S. Magistrate William E. 
Steckler. U.S. Attorney James Young, 
southern Indiana district, planned to ask 
Steckler to drop federal charges and 
turn Drollinger over to state authorities 
for prosecution, but the federal counsel- 
or did not ask for that move. Steckler set 
a hearing date for April 19. 

Stanton asked the court for federal 
protection, but officials refused to as- 
sign an officer from the U.S. Marshal's 
office to Drollinger. 

Drollinger, who reportedly gave 
himself up because of his fear for his 
safety and that of his family, was 
ordered held at Marion County Jail 
instead of being taken to Parke County 
Jail at Rockville. Parke Circuit Court 
115 Earl Dowd said the local jail was 
ull. 

Drollinger was released without bond 
Monday on the federal charge, but was 
Arrested in the courtroom by Indiana 
State Police on the murder charges. 
Sources said the federal warrant con- 
tends Daniel R. Stonebraker, 20, Darl- 
ingteri another suspect, confessed he, 
Drollinger and two others, presumably 
Smith and Michael W. Wright, 21, 
Crawfordsville, commited the mass 
murder of four members of the Keith 
Spencer family. Drollinger said 
Stonebraker had implicated him in other 
crimes Drollinger said he was not in- 
volved in. 

Earlier in the day, Drollinger decided 
to give in to authorities and his attorney 
vimmoned FBI personnel to the 
attorney’s office. Drollinger and Stanton 
then conducted a press conference at 
which the suspect said, "There's no way - 
I murdered anybody. I have a wife and 


children and there is fio way I could kill 
anyone.” Drollinger told reporters he 
was at a Waynetown laundromat with 
his 16-year-old wife, Kathy, the night 
before the murders took place. He 
claims he and his wife returned to 
Drollinger’s parents’ home south of 
Waynetown and spent the night there. 
He said Smith was with them and also 
spent the night at the Drollinger home. 
The murders occured in the early hours 
of Feb. 14. 

Drollinger’s attorney, according to 
sources, listed three reasons why the 
murder suspect gave up. Those were 
“the believed he owed an obligation to 
the court system, the criminal justice 
system...he is innocent, and he believed 
the best thing for him to do to show his 
innocence was to present himself for 
trial.” 

Stanton said, "He (Drollinger tele- 
phoned me Friday from the southern 
part of the state. I went there and picked 
him up. He knows the potential penalty 
(and) he knows the chances of him 
making bond are nil. We talked about all 
those things before he surrendered and 
still wanted to surrender.” 

Seventeen-year-old Smith was the 
third suspect to appear before Parke 
Judge Dowd. His arraignment proceed- 
ings lasted six minutes. He was charged 
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with four counts of first degree murder. | 

Smith appeared in court wearing a 
mustard-colored sweatshirt and soiled 
blue jeans. An ISP officer guarded one 
entrance and a Parke County sheriff's 
deputy guarded another. ISP Det. Byron 
Thrasher sat next to Smith in the 
courtroom and Det. Lloyd Heck, also in 
court Monday. signed the warrants. 


Det. Thrasher said there would be no 
way to determine the number of officers 
involved in locating the suspects. He 
said as many as 30 at one time took part 
in the investigation in west-central Indi- 
ana. 


Det. Thrasher said protective custody | 
had been released for Mrs. Betty 
Spencer, mother of the four murder | 
victims and lone survivor of the 
massacre. 


The four young men killed were 
Ralph, Raymond and Reeve Spencer and 
Gregory Brooks. The were forced to lie 
on the floor of their rural Hollandsburg 
home and were shot in the back and 
head. The youths died at the scene and 
Mrs. Spencer managed to make her way 
to a neighbor’s home about a quarter- 
mile away. She gave ISP technicians 
enough information to form composite 
drawings of the suspects which helped 
authorities trace leads. 
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Drollinger to Appear | 
In Court Wednesday 


‘ By COLLEEN SIMS i 
Tribune Staff Writer Stanton said Drollinger had called pearances, are Daniel R. Stonebraker, | 
ROCKVILLE, Ind. (Special) — The = him last Friday from southern Indiana. 20, Darlington, and Michael W. Wright, 5 
last of four murder suspects wanted for The attorney said he picked him up there 21, Crawfordsville. l 


the shotgun slayings of four Parke Coun- 
ty brothers early St. Valentine Day is to 
make his initial appearance in the Parke 
Circuit Court Wednesday. 

Roger Clay Drollinger, 24, Way- 
netown, turned himself in to FBI agents 
in Indianapolis early Monday afternoon. 

Parke Circuit Judge Earl Dowd said 
the court appearance has been sched- 
uled for 1:30 p.m. Wednesday. Ori- 
ginally, officials planned on a Tuesday 
court appearance, but Judge Dowd re- 
ported Wednesday was the earliest the 
schedules of the court and Drollinger’s 
attorney could be coordinated. 

Drollinger will have the four warrants 


of first degree murder read to him 


during the appearance. Judge Dowd said 
Drollinger could then either enter a plea 
or ask for an extension of time. 

Drollinger is being held in the Marion 
County Jail and will be returned there 
after his court appearance Wednesday. 
He and his Indianapolis attorney, Nile 
Stanton, who has defended Drollinger on 
several other charges, both requested he 
not be kept in the Parke County Jail, 
expressing a concern for his safety 
there. 

Judge Dowd issued the order for 
Drollinger to be kept in Marion County. 
He had told The TRIBUNE before 
Drollinger's and Stanton's request, 
though, that the Parke County Jail was 


filled and that Drollinger would have to 


be held elsewhere. 
Å request was also made by Droll- 
inger and his attorney for federal pro- 


tection for himself and his family by the 


U.S. Marshall's office. U.S. Attorney 
James B. Young did not grant that 
Monday, pointing out such a request 
would have to be submitted in writing to 
the U.S. Attorney's office in Washing- 
ton. 5 

Drollinger was arrested shortly 
before 1 p.m. Monday in front of several 
representatives of the news media that 
he had called to Stanton’s office for a 
| news conference. He was accompanied 
by his 16-year-old wife, Kathy, and his 
daughter, Amy, 3. 


and Drollinger had since been staying in 


an Indianapolis motel under the name of 


Stanton. He visited with his family 
there, according to Stanton. 

In the meantime, Stanton was re- 
portedly negotiating with federal au- 
thorities. 

At the news conference, Drollinger 
stated, There's no way I murdered 
anybody” and outlined his activities the 
night of the murders. He said he had fled 
the state because of a probation revoca- 
tion hearing on March 2 in which he felt 
he was being railroaded.“ He said he 
did not learn the warrants had been 
issued for him until a week later. 

Drollinger’s outline of activities the 
night of the murders of the brothers 
included being with David Wayne Smith, 
17, Wingate. 

Smith, who had reportedly fled the 
state with Drollinger, was apprehended 
March 31 in Lexington, Ky., and made 
his first court appearance in Parke 
County shortly after Drollinger turned 
himself in Monday. 

Smith appeared in the court room 
before about 60 spectators, including his 
mother, Lois Lyons, and his three 
brothers and two sisters, to hear Judge 
Dowd read the first degree murder 
warrants, one each for the murders of 
Ralph Spencer, 14, Reeve Spencer, 16, 
Raymond Spencer, 17, and their step- 
brother, Gregory Brooks, 22. The judge 
informed Smith that a finding of guilty | 
in the charges could mean life imprison- 
ment or death. 

After Smith indicated he had no 
means of employing an attorney, Judge 
Dowd continued the arraignment for the 
appointment of a public defender. 

Already in custody in the Parke Coun- 
ty Jail, having made intitial court ap- 


Both asked for psychiatric examina- 


tions during preliminary court proceed- 
ings, with Stonebraker obtaining his own 
and Wright’s. examination conducted 
through court appointed psychiatrists. 
Judge Dowd said Monday that Wright's 
examinations were complete and he 
would schedule a hearing on the results 
within a week. 


A hearing on a change of venue motion 


filed by Wright's public defender, Ste- 
phen Trueblood of Terre Haute. is set for 
11 a.m. next Monday. 


Reports indicate that Stonebraker, 


the first arrested, gave Indiana State 


= * 
Police a statement implicating the oth- 


ers in the murders. 

Drollinger, in his news conference 
Monday, charged Stonebraker had im- 
plicated him in other matters in which 
he had not been involved in Montgomery 
County. 

With Drollinger in custody, nearly two 
months of intense investigation has been 
completed by the Indiana State Police. 
During the first month, before the war- 
rants were issued for the four ap- 
prehended subjects, nearly 30 officers 
worked around the clock on the case. 

Detective Sergeant Byron Barney 
Thrasher, who with Detective Sergeant 
Loyd Heck, has been working on the 
case steadily since the time of the 

murders, said after Drollinger was in 


custody Monday that the security 


around the sole survivor of the St. 


Valentine Day murders, Mrs. Betty 
Spencer. mother of Brooks and step· 
mother of the Spencer brothers, could be 
discontinued. i 4 


Mrs. Spencer was left for dead when! 
intruders in her family’s home north of 
Hollandsburg lined the family Teethers 
side-by-side and face down on the living 
room floor and shot at the back of each 
person’s head. Mrs. Spencer played dead 
after the first shot only knocked her wi 
off and a second shot resulted in buck 
shot wounds. 


Her husband. Keith Spencer, had lef 


for work in Indianapolis shortly before 
the murders. 
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ARRAIGNED MONDAY — David W. Smith, 17, Wingate, one of four voung men charged with 
the Feb. 14 mass slaying of four Parke County young men, was arraigned on four counts 
of first degree murder in Parke Circuit Court Monday. An attorney is expected to be 
appointed Tuesday by Parke Circuit Judge Earl Dowd. Taking Smith to the courtroom 
Monday were Parke County Sheriff Deputy John Britton, left, and Indiana State Police Det. 
Lloyd Heck. {Star Photo: Kadel) See stories Page 1 _ 
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SUSPECT'S MOTHER — Mrs. Lois Smith, Wingate, mother of 
17-year-old David W. Smith, who was arraigned in Parke 
Circuit Court Monday on four first-degree murder charges, 
said she believes her son is not guilty when she talked with 
| reporters Monday. She said reports quoting her as saying her 
son vg guilty are false. (Star Photo: Kadel) See story page på 
1 0 j fran 


YR I 


2 bed 3 1 885 


EN : 8 NR FAMILY VISITS SUSPECT — Several members of the Smith family of Wingate, including 
Mrs. Lois Smith, center, mother of murder suspect David W. Smith, visited the 17-year-old 

after he was taken to Parke County Jail Monday after being arraigned in Parke Circuit 
pea on 215 vae of first degree murder in connection with the Feb. 14 mass slaying of 
Parke County young men. (Star Photo: Kadel) See stori unh Affair $ 
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e youngest of the Hollands- 
burg murder suspects, 17-year- 
old David Smith of Wingate, 
made his initial Parke County 
Court appearance Monday after- 
noon, April 11. Smith was 
brought to Parke County by 
Indiana State Police officers fro 
the Diagnostic Center at Plain- 
field where he had been taken last 
Friday from Lexington, Ken- 

_ tucky, where he was arrested on 
March 31. 
Smith was brought to the Parke 
County jail about 1 P. m., but was 
_ taken directly from the car to the 
court for his appearance. Earlier 
in the day it was thought he would 
be in court around 9 or 9:30 a.m., 
but the appearance failed to 
materialize, 


Smith was dressed in a 


yellowish Sweatshirt with the k 
、 Sleeves rolled up and blue jeans | 


with patches of dirt on them. He 
was handcuffed going to and from 
the courthouse, accompanied by 
Indiana Siate Police Detectives 
Lloyd Heck and Byron Thrasher 

and Parke County Sheriff Deputy 
John Britton. 


The father of the four youths | 


- murdered at Hollandsburg barely 
missed Smith's march to the 
courthouse. Keith Spencer 
rushed along the east side of the 
Square, got into his parked 
Pick-up truck and left the area a 
short time before Smith arrived at 
the jail. 
The teen 
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. 75 
and Stonebraker are being kept in 
two separate detention cells on 
the second floor. Stonebraker has 
a cellmate after one was 
demanded by his attorney, 


punishment. Wright is being kept 

in the downstairs cellblock. 
Later that afternoon, t 

named John Capper 

fordsville as the public 


for Smith. 


Authorities say that Smith ha 
refused to talk to officers and has 
made no statement. According to 
reports, both Stonebraker and 
Wright have made statements 
concerning their involvement in 
the murders and implicated Smith 
and Roger Drollinger. 

Both Stonebraker and Wright 
are set for psychiatric examina- 


tions. Wright is due back in court | 
Monday, April 18, with his court 


appointed attorney 


enue are granted. This, Hanner 
said, would be more convenient to 
he prosecution to have 


put together a 
list of 72 p ssible witnesses to 


i i four men 
testify against the 
charged with the murders. On the 


evidence, Hanner says they can 


e that Drollinger, Smith, 
Wright and Stonebraker did kill 
the three Spencer boys and 
Gregory Brooks and shot aE: 
Betty Spencer and left her for 
dead. She escaped only by 
pretending to be dead. 
Hanner predicted that with the 
four cases going to four different 
Hoosier counties, the trial could 
last through Christmas. None of 
them (the suspects) are going to 
walk in and say they did it, 
ner said. 
ee have been reports that 
both Stonebaker and Wright are 
claiming to have shot Mrs. 
Spencer. If one of them could 
prove that, they might possibly 
get a lighter sentence since she 


auper 


ftorney 


Donald Gibson of Veedersburg, 3 
who claimed keeping Stonebraker 


al 


one was cruel and inhumar, | 
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Roger Drollinger, 24, of Waynetown, turned himself 
in to FBI agents in Indianapolis Monday afternoon, 
April 11, but said he was completely innocent of any 
connection in the slayings of four young men of the 
Keith Spencer family near Hollandsburg on February 


14. 


Drollinger has been the subject of an intensive 
manhunt throughout the United States since he 
disappeared from Montgomery County early in March. 
He said he had spent the last few days at Stouffer's Inn 


at Indianapolis. 


Drollinger is the last of the four suspects in the 
murder cases to be apprehended. About the time he 
was surrendering, the youngest suspect - David Smith, 
17, Wingate - was being led into Parke Circuit Court to 
be arraigned on the four counts of first degree murder. 

Drollinger is scheduled to be returned to Parke 
County today (Wednesday) for his first local court 
appearance, at which time he too will be charged with 
the execution-style slayings of Reeve, Ralph and 
Raymond Spencer and their stepbrother, Gregory 


Brooks. 


Drollinger was arrested by FBI 
agents at the office of his 
attorney, Nile Stanton, in 
downtown Indianapolis. Prior to 
that arrest, a press conference 
was staged in Stanton's office 
with Drollinger, accompanied by 


his 16-year-old wife Kathy and his | 


two-year-old daughter Amy. As 


the interview started, Drollinger 
asked for the infant and held her 


on his lan. 


y 12 
Indianapolis pending his trial. 
Stanton argued that Drollinger | 
would not be safe in jail in Parke 
County where the murders took | 
place. 


Drollinger was neatly dressed, 


but wearing a full beard and 
mustache which 
changed his appearance from the 


photo being circulated on FBI! 


wanted posters. He obviously had | 


taken time to rest and clean 2 


himself up from his flight. 


Stanton told reporters that 


Drollinger gave himself up 
because he believed he owed an 
obligation to the court system, the 
criminal justice system. He is 


innocent and he believed the best 
way to show his innocence was to 
present himself for trial. 
Stanton said Drollinger tele- 
phoned him Friday, April 8, from 
the southern part of the state. 
Stanton said he went there and 
picked Drollinger up and brought 
him to the Stouffer's Inn in 


ianapolis where he stayed 
ieee a assumed name until 
Monday when he surrendered. 
Drollinger was joined by his wife 
at the hotel and his daughter Was 
; in Easter 


case. 
Parke 


considerably に 


office said there is the possible 
question that Stanton could be 
guilty of harboring a fugitive from 
justice, but declined to comment 
on possible legal action against 
the attorney. 

Stanton ridiculed the idea that 
Drollinger said he would not be 


taken alive. The lawyer said his 


client left Indiana before he was 
charged with the Hollandsburg 
slayings and would have no way 
of telling anyone of such a boast. 
“You think he called someone up 
and said I won't be taken alive?“ 
Stanton asked. Stanton claimed 
the statement was put out by 
police ‘‘as an excuse to shoot him 
on sight.” 

Stanton said he contacted the 
FBI on Saturday and told them 
Drollinger would surrender some- 
time Monday or Tuesday, but did 
not tell them where. He added, 
"The FBI was very cooperative, 
very helpful, very decent, 
according to one interview. 

Stanton said several attorneys, 
including himself, will represent 
Drollinger. He said his client 
would definitely plead not guilty 
and would request a change of 
venue for a trial. Å 

When a reporter asked Stanton 
if Drollinger had ben fleeing 
police since his disappearance, | 
the attorney said he didn't know, 
but presumed Drollinger was 
trying to contact him. 

Drollinger contended that he 
had avoided the parole hearing 
and fled because he felt trapped 
and wanted "time to get away 
and have an opportunity to 
think. He said when he left he 
had no idea he was a suspect in 
the Hollandsburg murder case. 

Stanton said that when he first 
saw Drollinger his client "was a 
little bit dirty, but healthy.” 

Stanton has represented Drol- 
linger in several court cases. He 
was his attorney for the 
Montgomery County trial whe 
he was charged with five counts 
of distributing amphetamines, 
marijuana and other drugs. He 

as found guilty by a jury and 
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ROGER DROLLINGER 

Indianapolis Star Photo 
Drollinger surrendered shortly 
before I p.m. 
Stanton’s office at 115 North 
Pennsylvania Street. During the 
televised news conference, Drol- 
linger said he was innocent and 
that he feared for the safety of his 
family. His wife Kathy cor- 
roborated the story that Drol- 
linger and Smith were at the 
Drollinger home the night the 
Spencer family members were 
murdered. There's no way I 
murdered anybody,” 
said. He claimed that he fled the 


state only because he was not 


given an opportunity to have legal 
counsel with him at a hearing on 
March 2 to consider revoking his 
parole. 


decided 


Monday at 


Drollinger 


recommended for a 40 year prison 
sentence. He never did show up 
for that sentencing, iron! 
presided over by special judge 

Earl Dowd, the same judge he 

will now face and hear read four 

murder counts against him. He 

had been free on $35,000 bond. 

Drollinger is reputed to be the 
leader of a three state drug ring. 
The Hollandsburg murders oc- 
curred during the Montgomery 
County drug trial. 

Stanton also represented Drol- 
linger in a suit against Crawfords- 
ville Police officer Lt. Louis 
Swenke, charged with harrassing 
Drollinger. 

When Drollinger failed to show 
up for sentencing on the drug 
charges, Stanton told Indian- 
apolis reporters he would never 
defend Drollinger again. But after 
learning Drollinger was a suspect 
in the murder case, Stanton said 
he would defend him in that case. 
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Drollinger had been on parole 


; following being charged with 


assault and battery with intent to 
gratify sexual desires in connec- 
tion with statutory rape of his 


| second and present wife Kathy, | 
_ who was 13 years old at the time. 


The charges had been brought by 
her father. The parole board 
to meet to consider 
revoking his parole becuse he had 


by then been arrested for a 
variety of drug charges, of which 
he was convicted in a Mont- 
gomery Circuit Court. 

Drollinger would not discuss 
where he had been since he left 
Montgomery County and the time 
he surrendered. Authorities know 
he was in Florida with another 
murder suspect, David Smith, 


and was at one time surrounded | 


in a Florida swamp but managed 


to escape. Smith said he last saw | 
Drollinger in Tennessee about | 
two or three days before his 


capture on March 31. 
Drollinger told reporters that 


_ the first two suspects captured - 


20 year old Daniel Stonebraker 
and 21 year old Michael Wright - 
were crazy, They scare me, 
e said: He indicated that Stone- 
braker had implicated him in 
other crimes of which he was 
innocent. 
Drollinger 


had specifically 


asked for two FBI agents when he 
telephoned the Indianapolis FBI 


office to surrender - John F. 


Mullen and Richard J. Darraugh. | 


The two agents, along with 
special agent-in-charge of the 
Indianapolis office - Frank Lo 


ironically 7 
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nocent 


came to Stanton’s office to make 
the arrest. Drollinger said he had 
talked with Mullen on the phone 
in recent weeks about surrender- 
ing. That story was neither 
confirmed nor denied by the FBI. 

When Mullen walked into the 
lawyer’s office, Drollinger said 
Hello, I’m glad to see someone I 
can trust.” Mullen replied, 
"Hello Roger, your dad's been | 
worried about you.” Drollinger | 
was then checked for weapons 
and finding none, the agents 
handcuffed him and led him to a 
waiting elevator. 

In an initial court appearance at 
Indianapolis, Chief Federal Judge 
William E. Steckler 


ance on the charge of unlawful 
flight to avoid prosecution. He 
was free only a matter of seconds 


charges of first degree murder. 
Drollinger had asked for 
federal protection, claiming the 
State Police "would shoot me on 
sight,” if he entered their | 
custody. His attorney expressed 
the same fear and said the FBI 
had assured his client before the 
surrender that he would be kept 
in federal custody. Stanton said | 
"The FBI told me one thing and 
Young (United States Attorney 
James B. Young) said something 
else.’’ Young told Drollinger and 
Stanton that a request for federal 
custody would have to be made in 
writing to the U.S. Attorney office 
in Washington. 1 
Stanton then called Judge Earl 
Dowd of Parke County Circuit 
Court and obtained an order 
stipulating that Drollinger be kept. 


released | 
Drollinger on his own recogniz- | 
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Following is the te of the 
Drollinger interview in Indian- 
apolis as recorded by Channel 13 
of Indianapolis. The interviewer 
said the only questions he was not 
permitted to ask were those 
pertaining to Drollinger’s where- 
abouts up to three days ago. 

INTERVIEWER: What is your 
basic position regarding the 
Hollandsburg murders and what 
involvement if any you might 
have in them? 

DROLLINGER: At the time 
they were to happen I was at 
home in bed with my wife and I 
was living with my mother and 
father, they were there. David 
Smith ws with me at that time. 
Previously that night. . .that day 
preceeding, I was at the 
laundromat at Waynetown. We 
were washing clothes - me, my 
wife and David Smith. We went 
home that evening around 7 or so. 
I went to Crawfordsville and seen 
my attorney at the General Lew 
Wallace Inn and returned home 
right after that, which was around 
10:15 or 10:30. And the reason I 
know that is because my daughter 
was in bed with my wife and she 
had just got into bed and I took 
my daughter out of bed and 
Kathy woke up and looked at the 
clock and I asked her what time it 
was and she said, I believe, 10:15 
and I put my daughter into the 
baby bed and I got into bed and 
David went in and layed down on 
| the floor and covered up and we 
went to sleep. 

INTERVIEWER: Why do you 
| think you've been such a prime 

suspect in the case? 

DROLLINGER: I feel that Dan 
Stonebraker, now he's been 
arrested for this, I've heard 
rumors that he said that I was 
involved and things and there's 
no way, no way. 
INTERVIEWER: Where have 
you been the past several weeks? 

(At this point Drollinger's 

attorney, Nile Stanton, broke in 

and said I've instructed him not 

to answer that question.“) 
DROLLINGER: The last three 

days I’ve been staying at 

Stauffer’s Hotel here in Indian- 

apolis over Easter with my family 

so I could meet with my attorney 


inger Interview ¢ 


and make arrangements to turn 
myself in to Mr. Mullens (an FBI 
agent). 

INTERVIEWER: Why did 
you decide to give yourself up at 
this time? 


DROLLINGER: Number one, 
I’m innocent. Number two, above 
all I feel I need to be with my 
family and my wife and children, 
my mother and father, which I 
love them very much, and they 
stood behind me. And they’ve 
been threatened, my child’s been 
threatened. The western part of 
the state, I don't know what's 
going on. There’s some big drug 
rings and things going on and I’ve 
testified against 'em. The next 
thing I know I've been arrested 
for stealing my own motorcycles 
and sent up for statuatory rape 
against my wife. They told me 
they’re going to kill my daughter 
and I. . .the only thing I know to 
do is get protection and I had to 
get away to where I could see my 
family was going to have 
protection. And then I know I 
could come back and. . .and. . 
through the FBI maybe, see that 
my family had protection and 
serve what time that I’m entitled 
to serve on the drug charges 
which I intended to do from the 
beginning until they tried to 
entrap me the other day with this 
revocation of parole. 

(At this point FBI agents 
entered the office and arrested 
Drollinger). 

The television station said they 
also interviewed Crawfordsville 
Police Lt. Lewis Swenke who said 
Drollinger had never testified 
against anyone in a drug case, 
was arrested for taking back a 
motorcycle he had sold to 
someone else and was charged 
with statuatory rape on a 
complaint filed by his wife's 
father when the couple was not 
married and the girl was 13 years 
old. Swenke also said Drollinger 
has been convicted on both drug 
and weapon charges and is still 
facing other charges filed in 
several counties, including 
burglary, assault and battery with 
intent to kill, plus the Hollands- 
burg murder charges. 


| Roger 
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i Appearance Before Parke 


By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

ROCKVILLE, Ind. (Special) — Roger: 
Clay Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, the last 
of four suspects taken into custody for 
the murders of four Parke County 
brothers St. Valentine Day, was to make 
his initial appearance in the Parke 
Circuit Court Wednesday. 

In the meantime, David Wayne Smith, 
17, Wingate, is expected to begin meet- 
ings with his court-appointed attorney, 
John Capper of Crawfordsville. 


Parke Circuit Court Judge Earl Dowd ß 


Tuesday appointed Capper as public 
defender for Smith after the subject had 
indicated in his initial court appearance 
Monday that he could not obtain his own 
counsel. 

Two other Montgomery County young 
men are also in custody for the 


murders: Daniel R. Stonebraker, 20, 
Darlington, whose arraignment pro- 
ceedings have been continued pending 
medical and psychiatric examinations; 
and Michael W. Wright, 21. 
Crawfordsville, who has also undergone 
psychiatric examinations. 

Four first degree murder warrants 
each were issued March 9 against Droll- 
inger, Smith, Stonebraker and Wright 
for the shotgun slayings of Ralph 
Spencer, 14, Reeve Spencer, 16, Ray- 
mond Spencer, 17, and their step- 
brother, Gregory Brooks, 22, early the 
morning of Feb. 14. 

Drollinger was expected to have those 
murder warrants read to him in his 
court appearance Wednesday. Droll- 
inger was to appear with his attorney. 
Nile Stanton from Indianapolis, at 1:30 


p.m. 
The other subjects, all apprehended 
by police authorities, have already had 
the charges read to them in initial court 
appearances. Public defenders were ap- 
pointed for the other three suspécts. 
` Drollinger turned himself in to FBI 
agents Monday at his attorney's office in 
Indianapoilis. Stanton has represented 
Drollinger on other charges previously. 
Drollinger had called Stanton from 


; he Aa last ge 21 had 
been in Indianapolis Since then, accord- 
ing to information Drollinger told the 
news media at a news conference called 
at Stanton’s office prior to his arrrest by 
the FBI agents. 

At the news conference, Drollinger 
claimed his innocence and outlined his 
activities the night of the murders. He 
said Smith had been with him that night, 
also. 

Drollinger said he had left the state 
not knowing of the murder warrants 
pending against him, but because he 
thought he was being "railroaded” on a 
probation revocation hearing scheduled 
for March 2. Drollinger also faced a 49 
year prison sentence from the drug 
charges he was convicted of the week 
after the Spencer-Brooks murders. 

Stonebraker was arrested immediate- 
ly when warrants were issued for the 
murders, but the search for the other 
three subjects spread nationwide. 


Wright was apprehended the first 


weekend after the paran were issued 
in California. 

Drollinger and Smith were believed to 
have left Indiana together for Florida, 
so the search for the pair centered there 
most of March. 

Smith was apprehended March 31 in 
Lexington and told officers he and Droll- 
inger had parted just south of there. He 
said they had been hopping trains and 
walking north from Florida after they 
„were nearly captured in a massive 
“manhunt near Cocoa Beach, Fla., iast 
month: 

Drollinger, who marked his 24th birth- 
day on March 12 while on the hide-out 
from police, turned himself in just prior 
to Smith's Parke County court ap- 
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In Special Hearing Monday A.M. 


By DAVID H. COX ` 
Star Staff Writer 


ROCKVILLE, Ind. (Special) — 
Twenty-four-year-old Roger Clay Droll- 
inger, one of four suspects charged with 
the Feb. 14 mass slaying of four Parke 
County young men, will be housed in 
Clay County Jail at Brazil as a result of 
action taken. Wednesday by Parke 
Circuit Court Judge Earl Dowd. 

Drollinger made his first court ap- 
pearance Wednesday afternoon with 
about 200 spectators watching. Dowd 
read four first degree murder charges to 
Drollinger. The suspect appeared impa- 
tient while charges were being read to 
him. 

Drollinger's attorney, Nile Stanton, 
did not enter a plea for the defendant, 
but immediately took the option of ask- 
ing for a change of venue which he said 
would be “in the best interest of jus- 
tice.” 

Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner lodged an expected complaint 
about the inconvenience of travel and 
time away from his office. 

Stanton had requested his client be 
lodged at Marion County Jail for precau- 
tionary measurers and Dowd complied 

„with the early request since the Parke 


an hi County Jail was reported to be full. 


Dowd decided to move Drollinger to 
Clay County. 

Stanton told reporters after 
Wednesday's court session he would 
have preferred Drollinger’s home coun- 
ty jail quarters, the Montgomery Coun- 
ty Jail at Crawfordsville. Stanton told 
The Star he was not worried about 
Drollinger’s safety at Clay County ‘‘as 
long as they (Indiana State Police) are 
careful in moving him.” 

Dowd set a change of venue hearing 
for 11:30 a.m. Monday. Another suspect. 
Michael W. Wright, will appear at 11 
a.m. Monday, also seeking a change of 
venue. Wright also has been given a 
psychiatric examination and Dowd said 
testimony on the results of that ex- 

amination also could be heard Monday. 

No continuance date has been set for 
the other two suspects, David W Smith 
and Daniel Ray Stonebraker. 
Stonebraker had requested time to be 
given an examination by a private doc- 
tor and Smith was recently assigned a 
pauper attorney who has not had suffi- 
cient time to interview his client. 
Donald Gibson of Veedersburg is repre- 
senting Stonebraker and John Capper of 
Crawigrdsville is attorney for Smith. 

Oné man in the courtroom, who identi- 


fied himself as a third cousin to Droll- 
inger, told reporters, ‘‘We figured 
they'd let him go today, just turn him 
loose.” 

Drollinger spent several emotional 
moments with family and friends in the 
courtroom after the arraignment. Secur- 
ity was extremely tight with six uni- 
formed officers in the courtroom stand- 
ing guard at exits and an armed deputy 
sheritf was stationed on a rooftop across 
from the courthouse. 

Drollinger, bombarded by questions 
from newsmen while he walked from the 
courthouse to the Parke jail, said he was 
still concerned about his safety. 

Drollinger was taken to Clay County 
Jail Wednesday afternoon by ISP Det. 
Lloyd Heck, who signed four murder 
complaints against each of the suspects, 
and Det. Byron Thrasher. Parke County 
Sheriff Gary Cooper was also was in- 
volved with proceedings Wednesday. 

Stonebraker, Wright, Smith and Droll- 
inger are charged with the shooting 
deaths of Ralph, Reeve and Raymond 
Spencer and Gregory Brooks. Mrs. Bet- 
ty Spencer, stepmother to three victims 
and mother of the fourth, escaped death 
in the mass slaying and managed to flee 
to a neighbor's home to summon author- 
ities. 
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Security Tight i in Court 
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As Drollinger 


COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

ROCKVILLE, Ind. (Special) — Tight 
security surrounded the first court ap- 
pearance Wednesday of Roger Clay 
Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, charged 
with the shotgun murders of four Parke 
County brothers early St. Valentine Day. 

Rockville City Police, Parke County 
Sheriff’s Department deputies and Indi- 
ana State Police troopers all joined 
forces to watch over the crowd of about 
200 that gathered on the Parke County 
Courthouse lawn to await the arrival of 
Drollinger from Indianapolis. 

A deputy armed with a rifle stood 
guard on top of a building across the 
Street from the courthouse. 

An inspection was made of all persons 
entering the courtroom to listen to the 
initial proceedings. A visual check was 
made of the people ang all bags and 
purses were looked intas 

The heavy security frleasures were 
reportedly necessitated by the high sen- 
timent against those charged with the 


murders of Ralph Spencer, 14, Reeve | 
Spencer, 16, Raymond Spencer, 17, and | 


their step-brother, Gregory Brooks, 22, 
on Feb. 14. 


Drollinger, the last of the four sus- | 
pects in the murders, turned himself in | 


to FBI agents in Indianapolis Monday. 


Others charged for the murders are | 


Daniel R. Stonebraker, 20, Darlington; 
Michael W Wright, 21. Crawfordsville: 


and David Wayne Smith, 17, Wingate.' | 


They have all made their initial court 
appearances. 

Ås Drollinger was walked to and from 
the courthouse Wednesday, crowds, in- 
cluding both news persons and curious 


ffairs File 


e EINI thronged around him. Many 
citizens took pictures and home movies. 


In the courtroom, where the doors 
were guarded by six officers, Drollinger 
sat quietly as Judge Earl Dowd read 
four first-degree murder charges 
against him. 


Drollinger's attorney, Nile Stanton of 
Indianapolis, then filed a change of 
venue from the county. Judge Dowd set 
a hearing on the motion for 11:30 a.m. 
Monday, a half hour after the time set 
for the similar motion filed on behalf of 
Wright by his attorney, Stephen True- 
blood of Terre Haute. 


Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner requested that Drollinger be 


confined to a jail in a surrounding county 


for Fin 
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Åppears 


because his confinement in Indianapolis | 


was inconvenient“ for the law officers. 
Stanton argued that it was in the "best 
interest of justice and safety“ to keep 
him in the Marion County Jail. 


Judge Dowd ordered Drollinger to be 
moved to the Clay County Jail in Brazil, 
noting it is a new facility and should 
provide sufficient“ security. 


Drollinger’s family, including his 
wife, daughter, father, mother and two 
sisters, who had been seated among the 
some 150 spectators, talked with him in 
the courtroom after the proceedings 
were adjourned. 


ana State Police detectives Byron Barney“ Thrasher, 
left, and Loyd Heck, right, who have headed the investigation into the murder of four Parke 
County brothers St. Valentine Day, and an Indiana State Police trooper escorted Roger Clay 
Drollinger into the Parke County Courthouse Wednesday where he heard the reading of four 
first-degree murder charges filed against him. Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, turned himself in 
to FBI agents in Indianapolis Monday after a nationwide search for him had been conducted 
since warrants were issued March 9. 
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INDIVIDUAL NSPECTYON — Police officers and cost personnel Tonite over the some 
150 persons entering the Parke Circuit Court for the initial court proceedings of Roger Clay 
Drollinger, 24, Waynetown. The inspection consisted of a visual check of the people and 
looking into any bags or purses carried into the courtroom. The tight security was reportedly 
necessitated by strong feelings of area residents over the shotgun slayings of four Parke 
County brothers with which Drollinger is charged. 
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ON HIS WAY TO COURT — The last of four suspects wanted for the murders of four 
Parke County brothers St. Valentine Day, Roger Clay Drollinger, 24, made his initial 
court appearance in Parke County Wednesday afternoon. After the reading of the four 
first-degree murder charges, Drollinger’s attorney filed a motion for change of venue. 
Parke Circuit Court Judge Earl Dowd ordered Drollinger to be held in the Clay County 
Jail in Brazil until further court proceedings on the change of venue. (See additional 
photos on page 6.) House of Photography Photo 
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By ROB ALLEN 
Times Staff Writer 


Relieved. 

That is the condition of state 
police detectives Loyd Heck and 
Barney Thrasher after suc- 
cessfully transporting Roger Clay 
Drollinger from Indianapolis to 
Rockville and finally to Clay 
County Sheriff's Department 
yesterday afternoon. 

Finally, after two months since 
the brutal St. Valentine's Day 
slaughter of four Hollandsburg 
brothers, all four suspects are 
caught and safely in custody. 

Heck and Thrasher have been 
in on the investigation and search 
from the beginning. 


YESTERDAY, in the calmness 
of Clay County Sheriff’s office 
kitchen the two men relaxed with 
a cigarette and a cup of coffee and 
talked about the long ordeal. 

“We're all relieved,” Thrasher 
smiled to an all-too-obvious 


question. ‘‘Everyone who has 
worked on the case on up to 
picking Drollinger up in In- 
di anapolis.“ 

“Oh yes, I’m relieved,” Heck, a 
Clay County native, said. 
“Although, this case is far from 
over, the searching is over.” 

The two had different opinions 
about their chances of success 
early in the investigation. 

Heck said he never doubted that 
the murder ‘suspects would be 
found. “It was a matter of time 
and thorough investigation,“ 
Heck said. I never thought we 
wouldn't be able to get them.“ 

Thrasher did have some doubts 
in the beginning. 

We didn't have much to go on 
as far as suspects went,” 
Thrasher said. "But as Mrs. 
(Betty) Spencer (the murdered 
sons’ mother) recovered and 
could give clearer descriptions, 
the surer I got that we would find 
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BOTH WERE 755 that 
Drollinger could not hold out 
much longer as he fled from a 
barrage of law enforcement 
authorities. 


“There was just too much 
pressure on him,” Thrasher said. 
“No one could last much longer 
with the chase that was after 
him.” 

Heck added, "Everywhere he 
went people were looking for him. 
It was just a matter of time.” 


Drollinger has reportedly said 
he and Smith have alibis for the 
day of the murders, but Thrasher 
has no doubts that all four 
suspects in custody did the 
shotgun slayings. 

*No, no. They are the ones,” 
Thrasher said. We wouldn't 
have arrested them if we weren't 
sure.“ 

Thrasher was quick to thank all 
law enforcement agencies and the 
general public for their help in 
catching the four. 

"Everyone from state troopers 
to town marshals to deputy 
sheriffs helped out in the search,” 


ger! 


Thrasher said. They all deserve 5 


a lot of credit.” 


HECK AGREED, "The com- 


| bined effort was something. From h 


all over.’ 


Thrasher pointed out nor- 


mally friends of fugitives will tr 
to help them and cover up for 
them. Not in this case. We got tips 


from people all the time. The 
crime was just too brutal.” i 


The news media was also 


thanked. "The newspapers and 


radio kept the momentum going & 


and interest up,” Thrasher said. 
‘You kept it in the public eye.” 

Thrasher said the crime, in- 
vestigation and search was the 
most memorable of his 20-year 
career. 

"Without a doubt it was the 
worst crime and all the circum- 


stances surrounding it make it the et 


most interesting case. The chase. 
Even the family that was mur- 
dered has an interesting back- | 
ground. This case had it all.“ 

Will there be some time off now 
for Heck and Thrasher? 

“Oh, no,” they both said. "Now 
the paper work begins.” 
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Unexpected visitor 


By ROB ALLEN 
Times Staff Writer 


Clay County Sheriff Wayne 
Lucas, in white-shirt and old blue 
jeans, was putting up a fence for 
his dog when the call came. 

The caller: Parke Circuit Judge 
Earl M. Dowd. 

The message: Roger C. 
Drollinger, the fourth of four 
suspects in the Hollandsburg 


murders, is coming to your jail. 
“I contacted my deputies and 
reserve deputies 


and made 
arrangements to have at least one 
of them here at all times,” Lucas 
said. 

"We are, of course, having all 
doors locked and any visitor to the 
jail must identify himself and 
ante the reason for being 

ere.” 


LUCAS SAID other security 
measures have been taken but he 
could not release them. "The 
main consideration is not so much 
Drollinger getting out as someone 
trying to get in to him,“ Lucas 
said. "If I release what we're 
doing, then they'd know just 
where to go.” 

Drollinger will be transported 
to and from Clay County Jail by 
state police or Parke County 
Sheriff’s authorities every day he 
is to appear in court. 


It was a calm, sedate 


Drollinger who was escorted to 
jail by State Police Detectives 
Loyd Heck and Barney Thrasher 
yesterday about 3 p.m. 


Wearing white slacks, blue 
shirt, untrimmed beard and wire- 
rimmed glasses, Drollinger 
peacefully walked into a back 
room where Heck, Thrasher and 
Lucas talked with him. 


Shortly before Drollinger’s 
arrival, a short, long-haired and 
then unidentified female came 
into the Sheriff’s Office and 
inquired about visitor’s hours. 

The female was later identified 
as Drollinger’s 16-year-old 
Waynetown wife, Kathy Jo. She 
and Drollinger’s parents, Nathan 
P., 57, and Gwendolyn M., 51, both 
of Waynetown, visited later. 

The father preferred not to 
comment about his son’s alleged 
crime saying only, “I’m really 
not in a position to know anything 
to comment about.“ 


THE ELDER Drollinger did 
indicate he was relieved the chase 
for his son is over and he now 
knows his son is safe. 

Lucas said Drollinger will not 
be kept in a special cell. "He is 
with prisoners who were in before 
he came,’’ the sheriff said. 
"However, any new prisoners we 
get will not be in his area.” 

Clay County Jail has room for 


Message to Clay County Sheriff Wayne Lucas: 
Roger C. Drollinger, the fourth of the four 


Suspects in the Hollandsburg murders, is coming 


to your jail. 


34 prisoners, Lucas said. Count- 
ing Drollinger, eight are now in 
custody. 

By court order only nine 
specified persons are allowed to 
visit the 24-year-old. On the list 
along with his wife and parents 
are Joyce E. Lighty, 27, and 
Barry Lighty, 28, both of Hills- 
boro, Ind.; Janice K. Millis, 30, 
and Samuel Milis, both of Craw- 
fordsville, Ind.; and two mem- 
bers of the Yeado Baptist Church, 
identified as Brother Nichles and 
Brother Jackson. 


DROLLINGER was said to be 
in good condition, according to 
Heck and Thrasher, who rode 
from Rockville with him. 

He was calm, very receptive, 
appeared to be of above average 
intelligence,’’ Thrasher said. 
"He, in my opinion, appeared to 
be of sound mind.” 

Drollinger has been termed a 
good prisoner so far. Indications 
are that he is hungry or at least a 
big eater. 

Last night, he asked for eight 
candy bars, five bags of potato 
chips, four soft drinks, four 
packages of brownies, two packs 
of gum, a pack of cigarettes and a 
cup of coffee. 

A prisoner said Drollinger’s 
only remark was “that should 
hold me through the night.” 

Lucas said items bought must 


Photos by Linda Smith and Rob Allen. 
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be eaten in one day and 
Drollinger was aware of the rule. 


Lucas' wife Lana, who fixes 
prisoners’ meals, said Drollinger 
had salisbury steak, mashed 
potatoes, corn, a roll and butter, 
chocolate cake and ice tea for 
supper in addition to the other 
food. 


ASKED ABOUT housing 
perhaps the most sought after of 
the four Hollandsburg suspects, 
Lucas said he did not relish the 
task but understands’ the 
situation. 


"The same thing might happen 
with a prisoner of ours someday,” 
he said. ‘‘It should also be noted 
that Drollinger will get the same 
treatment as our other prisoners. 
He'll eat the same food and be 
required to abide by the same 
rules.“ 


Lucas said he does not expect 
any problems from outside in- 
truders but “I realize the 
possibility is there, so we are 
taking every precaution.” 

Thrasher said several rumors 
about threats to Drollinger’s life 
have been circulated but no ac- 
tual phone calls or written 
messages to that effect have been 
received. 

“I really- don’t expect any 
problem,’’ the detective con- 
cluded. 
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Clelland Hanner stands in some 
He’s the state’s attorney — the 
man responsible for prosecuting 
the Hollandsburg Four. Hanner is 
the Parke County prosecutor. 

He talked to The Times 


mighty big Parke County shoes. 


1 yesterday after Roger C. Drol- 


linger's first 


Wb 


Hoosier court ap- 


pearance. With feet propped on 
* desk, Hanner discussed the past 
and future of the mass murder 

case. He peppered the inter view 


with his 


personally earthy 


speaking style. 


“I didn’t expect a venue this 


Ev soon,” he said. “I expected they 


would ask for a continuance until 


a they’d filed all their preliminary 


“motions. They Gan file a piue 


million of them, you know.” 

When asked his opinion of the 
Clay County Jail for Drollinger’s 
safe-keeping, a motion he made in 
court for the convenience of the 
officers involved, he said Clay 
County would at least be closer. 

„Most of the officers working 
on the case are from Terre Haute 
or around here, so it will be more 
convenient. It took four hours to 
get Drollinger in Indianapolis — 
an hour to get him out of the cell 
and over an hour just to get there. 

“I understand the Clay County 
facility is a safe and secure jail. I 
guess the main thing is that 
someone doesn’t get in and kill 


o one likes Drollinger, you 
know.“ 

When asked if he had per- 

sonally known that Drollinger 


was in Indianapolis last week, 


bargaining to turn himself in, 
Hanner had an emphatic *no” 
answer. 

“And I can’t understand how 
they can harbor someone who is a 
known fugitive with a warrant for 
his arrest and four Parke County 
warrants without being guilty of 
aiding and abetting a criminal.” 

Did Hanner, a veteran 
prosecutor.. surmise that 
Drollinger Would profess his 
innocence? “I could have guessed 
it from his past record. He's 
never guilty of anything. He 
wasn’t guilty, he said, of rape 
charges filed against him and he 
wasn’t guilty of drug charges.” 

What about all the citizen 


comments that nothing might 
come of the case, that criminals 
get more protection than victims? 


“The judicial system is to 
protect the rights of the defendant 
but for the last 10 to 15 years, the 
law is becoming more favorable 
to the defendant to a point. It 
appears on many occasions that 
laws do favor the criminal, but 
the intent is to make sure every 
defendant has a fair trial. 

"However, privileges granted 
to defendants have been abused 
with delaying tactics, of which 
there are every imaginable kind. 

Take this case. The defendant 
(Drollinger and his attorneys) 
will have access to all our in- 
formation. They will know all our 


‘witnesses’ names and can take 


statements from them. They will 
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) at exhibits 
They will know everything we're 
going to say and everything we're 
going to do before we ever go to 
trial.” 


Will Parke County see those 
trials? No. They’ll probably all 
be venued out of the county. 


"We don't have one plea yet 


from any of the four. We're! 


waiting now on two motions for 
mental exams. The exams have 


we have. | 


been made but the reports! 
haven't been returned to the court 


yet.” 
How will venues affect Hanner 


and his one deputy, John Dowd? § 
“We’ll just keep busy, I guess. I 
only have the one deputy and å 


didn’t have him until not too long 
ago. The same officers are in- 


Dima 


volved in the case and so even if 


the cases are venued to four 


different counties, they can only 


have a hearing a day.” 
The next hearing on the case is 


slated for Monday at 11 a.m., © 


when Michael Wright's request 


for a change of venue is heard in 


Parke Circuit Court. Following 
that at 11:30 a.m. 
Drollinger’s request. 
How does Hanner feel in his role 
of serving justice to four defen- 
dants who have upset a county so 
greatly? “I don’t think this trial 
will get to me. The Donald Chet 
Norton trial was different. After I 


got out of school I taught for a 


while and I had Woody's father 
and Christine Norton's mother as 
students. I had known the 
families for a long time and that 
case got to me, wondering why it 
had happened.“ 


will be 


Tavs å 
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Good job, 


men! 


John T. Shettle, super- 
intendent of the Indiana State 
Police, Thursday expressed 
his appreciation to all police 
agencies and general public 
for the assistance provided to 
the Indiana State Police in 
connection with the Hollands- 
burg murders. 

Shettle stated, "It has been 


«many years since the citizens 


of Indiana have been exposed 


, to such publicized crime as 


was committed in Hollands- 
burg on Feb. 14. We do not 
have an accurate record of 
the calls we received from 
various sources concerning 
the whereabouts of the 
suspects in the case but we do 
know that the calls numbered 
in the thousands.” 

Shettle pointed out that 


6 The judge “Shani M 5 


many officers with both the 
Indiana State Police and 
other police agencies, 
devoted hundreds of hours to 
the murder case and many of 
these hours were off-duty 
time. 

“It is difficult to single out 
any one officer as doing an 
outstanding job, but I do want 
to go on record as publicly 
commending the efforts put 
forth by Capt. Stan Kenny, Lt. 
Oscar Gates and Sergeants 
Byron Thrasher, Loyd Heck, 
Jerry Statler, David Blue, 
Gerald Van Meter, and 
William Nave. 

"In addition, I cannot 


commend too highly the ef- 


forts of Parke County Sheriff 
Gary Cooper and his staff as 
well as members of the FBI. 
The successful apprehension 
of the wanted subjects can 
only be attributed to the joint 
efforts of the participating 
police agencies and members 
of the general public.” 
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New home 


Po > 
By LINDA SMITH 
Times Staff Writer 


| glimpse of Roger Drollinger, 


most celebrated of four suspects 


in the Hollandsburg murder case. 


The hearing was slated for 1:30 


p.m. By 12:45 p.m., all parking 
spaces around the square were 
。 filled and the curious were 
gathering in clumps on the court- 
house lawn, waiting. 
Law officers strode about, 
_ decked out in their finest blue or 
tan suits, guns on hip. The hefty 
Parke County sheriff, Gary 
Cooper, bustled around his office, 
in and out of the courtroom and 
| across the courtyard, preparing 
for the occasion — the hottest 
since the Donald Chet“ Norton 
trial last year — and more 
significant to the townspeople. 


ONE DEPUTY, armed with a 
shotgun, was ordered to assume a 
position on a nearby rooftop. He 
appeared ominously like a legal 
sniper, waiting. 

Press reporters, many heavily 
laden with camera equipment, 
took it easy in the yard, some 

talking in clumps, some waiting, 
some practicing photographs. 

Electronic media members, 
nervous to get film footage for the 
six o’clock news, were busy in- 

terviewing themselves in front of 

their mini-cams. 

_. Onlookers were not shy about 
being there. Some said they were 
curious. Some described them- 

selves as nosy. Some claimed 
they came to "see justice done.” 

Most werebitter and unforgiving. 

They hashed over the case, 
comparing notes, exchanging tsk- 
tsks and leveling charges and 
punishment. 

The scene below.and the one to 
follow in the courtroom strangely 
resembled the. plot of The 

Lottery“ a high school literature 

piece about townspeople stoning 

an accused person in their own 
brand of justice. 


i Rockville turned from a quiet 
VÅT | little town into a hot hubbub 
yesterday when tens of towns- 

people filled the square to catch a 


ABOUT 1:20 P.M. Drollinger’s 
car pulled in front of the Parke 
County jail. Newsmen began 
pushing, shoving and running all 
over themselves to get a picture 
of the fourth suspect, the one 
quoted as saying he would never 
be taken alive, the same one who 
appeared flanked by wife and 
daughter Friday in front of In- 
dianapolis television cameras to 
claim his innccence in the Feb. 14 
mass murders. 


”Everywhere:he went 
people were looking for 
him. It was just a matter 
of time.”--State Police 
Detective Loyd Heck 


No one had anything kind to say 
about Drollinger. Townspeople 
watched quietly, whispering 
behind their hands as he arrived. 


Newsmen and women asked 
questions, which Drolliner an- 
swered in å hushed voice. One TV 
man asked how Drollinger 
thought the hearing would end up. 
His answer: “I hope okay.“ 


Escorted by attorneys and state 
troopers, yesterday Drollinger 
sported white slacks, a blue pin- 
striped shirt and high-heeled 
shoes. His black hair was curly 
and nearly shoulder length and he 
sported a full beard and 
moustache. He also wore a 
wedding band and had cigars 
peeking out of his breast pocket. 


UPSTAIRS THE COURT- 
ROOM was hot and muggy and 
riddled with the odors of 82- 
degree bodies that have been 
waiting in the sun. Every seat of 
the 33 spectator benches was 
filled, mostly with middie and 
older-aged people. 


No one was allowed in the 


courtroom without having purses 


or baggage searched by police at 
the door. Cameras were banned 


_Cooper stated in a news story that 


— confiscated and held outside 
the room. 

The spectators who had 
grabbed seats talked and waited 
for the gavel to fall. 
discussed family news. Others 
professed Drollinger’s guilt or 
rehashed the crime. 

One old lady told another 
Drollinger would ask for a con- 
tinuance since he says he's got 
family.” 

He's guilty,” 
counterpart. 

When Drollinger appeared in 
the courtroom minus his former 
handcuffs, the two old women 
gasped. “He doesn’t have hand- 
cuffs on,” one said. 


agreed her 


THE CROWD FELL silent for 
the proceedings, grasping for 
Judge Dowd’s every word. He 
read fast, proceeded quickly and 
the hearing was over in about 10 
minutes. The hubbub started up 
again afterwards, with the towns- 
folk mad that no plea was en- 
tered. 

After the courtroom emptied, 
the spectators rushed back down- 
stairs and outside to stand and 
watch the accused walk away 
again. 

The groups of old men gathered 
in the same spots they had oc- 
cupied before, chewing 
“tobacky’’ and discussing the 
latest turn of events in "their" 
county’s story. 

Many who were interviewed by 
television newsmen were excited 
at the thought of seeing them- 
selves on TV that very night. 

A member of the judge's staff 
said after the hearing that more 
"and stranger” people had ap- 
peared for Drollinger's hearing 
than had packed the room for the 
famous Norton trial last year. 
Norton was accused of ordering 
his wife and small son killed to 
collect insurance money. 


PARKE COUNTY sheriff Gary 
Cooper stood outside the jail after 
the hearing to talk to newsmen 
and swig lemonade. One news- 
man asked if it were true that 


Some 


he thought Drollinger was guilty. 

“I haven't been drunk in six 
months,” Cooper retorted. 

When asked if the capture and 
jailing of the four had relieved | 
Parke Countians, Cooper said it 
had. 

"It's taken an edge off; the 
people are easier now," he said, 
adding that the murders had 
caused a real furor in the Covered 
Bridge Capitol of the World. 

Our gun permits went up 100 
per cent,“ he said. "Everybody 
was scared.” 

Yesterday the scare had sub- 
| sided. Anger had taken its place. 


< “Our gun permits went 
up 100 per cent. 


Everybody was scared.” 
---Parke County Sheriff 
Gary Cooper 
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„ILE. Ind. (Special) 一 Two 
xer arvused slayers of four Parke 
ts appeared in court Mon- 


granted requests for 


TIe 


appeared in the Parke 


15 a.m., while Roger 
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W Wright, 21, 
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during their initial court appearances 
and their arraignments were continued 


to allow for appointment of sake) BUG 


ders. 
Donald Gibson of Veedersburg ' was 


“appointed to represent Stonebraker and 
has since asked for a continuance: for 


completion of psychiatric examination: 


Smith made his first appearance last 
Monday and was Attorney John Capper | 
of Crawfordsville was appointed Tues- ・ 
day as his counsel. 


fed changes of venue tå < Wright, Drollinger, Seen 
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entered their rural home north. of 
Hollandsburg and shot each in the back 
of the head with shotguns after taking 


about $30. 


Betty Spencer, mother of Brooks and 


‘i. step-mother, of the Spencer boys, sur- 
„ vivedsby playing dead after two shots 


ve 


were fired at her. The Spencer boys’ 
father, Keith Spencer, had just left for 


work in Indianapolis before the intrusion 


into his family's home. då 


Stonebraker was. charged with. the 


— murders on March 9, the first of the four 


gona suspects ` apprehended. Wright was 
Smith have been charged with the shot-.;;! 155 10 と 


e å gun murders of Ralph Spencer 4. the following weekend. 
‘oid The search for Drollinger and “Smith 


picked up. by FBI agents in California 


— S 


ör was concentrated in the Florida area 
after reported sightings of -th pair 


Å Fington, 


there, Smith 。 — NE Xe 
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Areporter from the Terre Haute TRIB- 
JUNI the publisher of a Rockville news- 
paper and three representatives from 
television stations in Indianapolis. Stan- 
ton also presented clippings from vari- 
ous newspapers as evidence. 
z- Arraignment proceedings have been 
continued for the other two suspects in 
the case. Daniel R Stonebraker, 20, 
Darlington. and David Wayne Smith. 17, 
«Wingate + 


Dowd read the four first- degree. 


Crags, Fase 4-18-77 
By ROB ALLEN 

Times Staff Writer 
Clay County prisoner Roger C. 
Drollinger's attorney will be 
| seeking a change of venue to a 
county with a large city in eastern 
or southern Indiana after his 
motion for a change was granted 
in Parke Circuit Court today. 

The attorney, Nile Stanton, 
Indianapolis, was in Brazil today 
| to talk with his client and pick up 

local newspapers with articles 
about Drollinger’s alleged in- 
volvement with the Hollands burg 
murders. 
Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, and 
Michael W. Wright, 21, Craw- 


| fordsville, were both granted 

change of venues this morning. 
Wright’s motion for a change of 

venue came at 11 a.m. and 


Drollinger’s appearance was 
immediately after that. 

Stanton, a young mustachioed 

man, said he expected the change 
of venue request to be granted, 
when talked to before the hearing. 

"Then we'll talk about counties 
that it could be changed to with 
the prosecution and us allowed to 
strike different possibilities that 
are listed. 

We would like a county with a 
big city where crimes of this 
nature are publicized more and, 
of course, a county far away from 
where it did happen.“ 

It is Stanton who Drollinger 
says he was with the night the St. 
Valentine’s Day shotgun slayings 
took place. 

"Yes, he was with me at my 
motel room,” Stanton said. J 
don’t remember the exact time 
but it was 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. or 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m. We were talking 
about what we were going to do 
the next day in court.“ 

(Drollinger had been found 
guilty of drug charges in Mont- 
gomery County.) 


rime d 

“When he went home, Roger 
was tired and was going to bed,” 
Stanton continued. “He would do 
that often on other times we 
talked. He went to bed early.” 


Stanton said his client jum ped 
bond on the drug case because 


Drollinger was told to appear at a 


parole revocation hearing at a 
time when his attorneys could not 
be present. 


“They called him the night 
before it was to be and told him 
about the hearing,” Stanton said. 
“I was in Michigan City and his 
other attorney could not make it 
down from Indianapolis until 2 


p. m. They wouldn't continue it till 


then. 


"Roger thought he was going to 
be flim-flammed and I don't 
blame him. He should have been 
able to have his attorneys there.“ 

Drollinger was on parole for an 
earlier statutory rape conviction, 
Stanton said. "They were going to 
revoke his parole because he was 
convicted on drug charges.” 

Stanton, as Drollinger has, 
made little of reports that his 
client claimed he would not be 
taken alive during the search for 
him. 

“He was gone,“ Stanton said. 
“How could he have made the 
statement? He left before he was 
wanted. Do you think he told the 
others before he was even wan- 
ted? It's not likely that he'd call 
up somebody just to tell them 
that. I don't know where the 
statement came from.“ 

Daniel R. Stonebraker, 20, 
Darlington, the first suspect 
apprehended, has reportedly 
implicated Drollinger in the 
slayings. 

However, Drollinger, who has 
denied involvement since his 
surrender a week ago, says 
Stonebraker has tried to connect 
him with other’crimes before. 
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å bø AG said his client had 


“mentioned'′the Stonebraker © 
statement to him but the attorney 
did not know what other crimes 
Drollinger was referring to 
specifically. | 


Stanton would not comment 
directly about Drollinger's 
allegation that he may have been 
set up to "legally get him out of 
the way” after making testimony 
against a policeman in his Mont- 
gomery County narcotics trial. 


However, the attorney did say 
that Drollinger "named names in 
his testimony” and “the whole 
case is suspicious.” 

Stanton said the composite 
drawing that he said was sup- © 
posed to be Drollinger had his 
client's hairline and eye features 
but Roger had a fu manchu | 
mustache at the time and always 
wears glasses. You couldn't have 
missed that.” 

The attorney said he suspects 
an old photo of Drollinger taken 


when he was arrested for another 


incident may have been supplied 
to draw up the composite. 3 

"There was a picture taken © 
where Roger didn’t have his 
glasses on and didn’t have any © 
facial hair,’’ Stanton said. ‘‘It’s 
just suspicious.” 

Stanton expects Drollinger to 
remain in Clay County Jail for a 
week to 10 days. 

Sheriff Wayne Lucas said 
Drollinger's stay has gone 
without incident since he was put 
in custody Wednesday afternoon, 


Stonebraker and David W. 
Smith, 17, Wingate, the fourth 
suspect, are awaiting formal 
arraignment. 

Their attorneys, Donald Gib- 
son, Veedersburg, for Stone- 
braker and John Capper, Craw- 
fordsville, for Smith received a 
continuation from Judge Dowd 
weeks ago. Å 


Warning sign at jail 


Clay County Sheriff Wayne Lucas is taking 
every precaution while Roger C. Drollinger, 
one of four Hollandsburg murders suspects, is a 
prisoner at Clay County Jail. As shown, anyone 
wanting to gain admittance to the Sheriff's 
Office must identify himself outside first. Then 
a county law enforcer will inspect each visitor 


RT 
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before letting them in. Lucas has borrowed a 
metal detector that he is using to make sure 
nothing slips by. Also, signs have been erected 
stating “No one beyond this point” on the jail's 
back grounds to keep people away from the cell 
erea. (Times photo by John Brewer) 
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INNOCENT — Murder suspect 
Roger Clay Drollinger again 
professed his innocence Mon- 
day after he was sentenced to 
a total of more than 48 years 
in jail on six drug charges. He 
said he was framed by 
Crawfordsville Police Det. Lt. 
Louis Swenke. (Star Photo: 
Kadel» 


ATTORNEY — Nile Stanton, 


See story Page 1. 


Indianapolis, has defended 24- 
year-old Roger Clay Droll- 
inger on six drug charges for 
which he was sentenced Mon- 
day. Stanton said an appeal 
would be filed. Stanton will 
also a represent Drollinger 
during Drollinger's trial for 
four counts of first degree 
murder in connection with the 
Feb. 14 Hollandsburg 
murders. (Star Photo: Kadel) 
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DENIES CHARGES — 


Crawfordsville Police Det. Lit. 
Louis Swenke said Monday 
during a news conference he 
is not involved in drug rings in 
west-central Indiana. Roger 
Clay Drollinger and his 
father, Nathan Drollinger, 
claim Swenke is involved and 
framed the 24-year-old with 
six drug charges and tied him 
to the Hollandsburg murder 
case "to get him out of the 
way.” (Star Photo: Kadel) 
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CHANGE GRANTED - Parke 


Circuit Court Judge Earl 
Dowd Monday granted a 
change of venue request filed 
for Michael Wayne Wright by 
his attrorney, Stephen True- 
blood of Terre Haute. Wright 
is one of four men charged in 
the Feb. 14 Hollandsburg 
murder case. (Star Photo: 
Kadel) 
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Given Venue Changes 


By DAVID H. COX 
Star Staff Writer 


ROCKVILLE, Ind. (Special) — A new 
court must be selected within 10 days for 
two young men charged with the Feb. 14 
Hollandsburg mass slaying at which 
four Parke County young men were shot 
to death 


Parke County Circuit Court Judge 
Earl Dowd Monday allowed a change of 
venue motion filed by attorney Stephen 
Trueblood in behalf of 21-year-old 
Michael Wayne Wright and another for 
24-year-old Roger Clay Drollinger repre- 
sented by attorney Nile Stanton. 

Wright was the first to appear and his 
hearing lasted five minutes. Trueblood 
stated his evidence previously had been 
filed, but added publicity has 
heightened” due to recent events. 

Dowd listed White, Fayette, Noble, 
Davies, Jasper, Fulton and Ripley Coun- 
ties for possible trial sites. There was no 
mention of testimony about psychiatric 
examinations which have been com- 
pleted for Wright. 


Drollinger entered court at 11:32 a.m. 
and his attorney promptly summoned 
members of the news media to the 
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then asked Dowd if he would approve a 


wittiéss stand to answer questions about 
their coverage of the case and the 
attitude of potentional jurors in Parke 
County. 

Stanton quizzed Josh Littman of 
WISH, Indianapolis; Phil Bremen of 
WTHR, Indianapolis; Richard J. Sal- 
inger of WRTV, Indianapolis: Richard 
E. Harney, publisher, Rockville Re- 
publican and Tribune and Colleen Sims 
of the Terre Haute Tribune. All seemed 
to agree there was a great deal of 
animosity” against the four suspects, 
particularly Drollinger. 

Harney, while under oath, was asked 
by Parke County Prosecutor if it was 
Harney's personal opinion if Parke 
County residents could give Drollinger a 
fair trial. Harney answered. "Yes. I 
think they can.” 

Dowd granted the change of venue and 
told attorneys to choose a site from 
Knox, Brown, Blackford, Decatur, New- 
ton, Benton and Owen Counties. Stanton 


different court if the defense and prose- 
cution could decide on a mutually- 


agreeable site. Dowd approved the re- 
quest. 
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Drollinger Sentenced on Six Drug Charges | A 


KOR By COLLEEN SIMS 


Tribune Staff Writer 
ROCKVILLE, Ind. (Special) — One of 


the four suspects in the murders of four 
Parke County brothers St. Valentine 
åg SA Day could end up serving as little as 
| seven and a half years for six drug 


| charges on which he was sentenced 
Monday. 


Roger Clay Drollinger, 24. Way- | 


netown, who has been charged with the 
shotgun slayings of the sons of Keith and 
Betty Spencer in Parke County, ap- 
peared in his home-county of Montgom- 
ery Monday afternoon for sentencing on 
six drug charges. he was convicted the 
week following the murders. 

Parke Circuit Court Judge Earl 
Dowd, who had served as special judge 
in the Montgomery County trial of Droll- 
inger, gave Drollinger a total of 48 years 
of confinement and a $2,800 fine in 
connection with two counts of delivery 
of the controlled substance phen- 
dimetiazine and two counts of delivery 
of the controlled substance metham- 
phetamine. For two counts of delivery of 
marijuana he was fined $100 and sen- 
tenced to two 180-day terms. 

Drollinger could end up serving only 
seven and a half years in prison on those 
charges, though, according to Montgom- 
ery County Deputy Prosecutor Don Hop- 
per. Hopper explained that the sen- 
tences are to run concurrently, with the 


longest sentences set at 15 years each. 


Under Indiana law, a prisoner can be 
released in half of the sentence time for 
good behavior.” he added. The max- 
mum sentence will be 15 years. 


Me VG i i 
Hopper said there is a possibi 


ご y 
Drollinger will be required to serve an 


extra two to two and a half years 
because of parole violation. Drollinger 
had been released on parole on an 
assault and battery with intent to satisfy 


sexual desires charge involving his cur- | 


rent wife. Hopper said the drug convic- 
tion could result in the revocation of that 
parole. 

The sentences handed down by Judge 
Dowd were similar to those recom- 
mended by the jury which found Droll- 


i inger guilty of the six charges on Feb. 


17 

Drollinger’s attorney, Nile Stanton of 
Indianapolis, reported after the sentenc- 
ing that he would appeal the decision. 


In the meantime, Drollinger was held 
overnight in the Montgomery County 
Jail and was expected to be taken to the 
Indiana Diagnostic Center Tuesday. 

Judge Dowd explained that Droll- 
inger, sentenced to the Indiana Depart- 
ment of Corrections, must first go to the 
center for screening and a decision on to 
which facility he will be sent. 

Drollinger conducted a news con- 
ference in the lobby of the Montgomery 
County Courthouse Monday in which he 
claimed Crawfordsville Police Detec- 
tive Lieutenant Louis Swenke had false- 
ly implicated him in the murders in 
Parke County.-He said the local police 
had pinned the drug charges on him. 
also. N 


Lt. Swenke followed with his own 
news conference, saying he has ever 
“framed anyone" and he has “never lie 
on the stand.” Lt. Swenke, å 17-year- 
veteran of the department. pointed out he 
has made 78 arrests this year 200 no one 
aid anything agains 5 
me er in Montgomery 
County for his sentencing after making 
an earlier appearance in front of Judge 
Dowd in Parke County on a change 0 
venue hearing for the murder charges. 
Michael W. Wright, 21. 
Crawfordsville, also appeared for the 
e of venue. 
linger. Wright, Daniel 
Stonebraker. 20, Darlington. and Dy 
Wayne Smith. 17, Wingate, are å 


charged for the Feb. 14 shotgun murders 


of Ralph Spencer, 14, Reeve Spencer, 16, 
Raymond Spencer, 16, and their step- 
brother. Gregory Brooks. 22. 


Changes of venue were granted for 
both Drollinger and Wright, with Judge 
Dowd listing seven counties to which 
each defendant's case could be venued. 
The counties for Drollinger were Knox, 
Brown, Blackford, Decatur, Newton, 
Benton and Owen. For Wright, they 
were White, Fayette, Noble, Daviess. 
Jasper, Fulton and Ripley. 

The prosecution and the defense at- 
torneys were given 10 days to decide on 


a county. with the defense having the - 


first strike. 
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By ROB ALLEN 
Times Staff Writer A 


Roger C. Drollinger is not a 
Clay County prisoner anymore. 


The 24-year-old Waynetown 
man charged with four counts of 
murder was taken to Indiana 
Diagnostic Center at Plainfield 
after being sentenced to 49 years 
on unrelated drug charges in 
Montgomery County Circuit 
Court. 


The sentencing came hours 
after Drollinger was granted a 
change of venue request in 
connection with the Hollandsburg 
shotgun slayings he is alleged to 
have organized. 

Drollinger's attorney, Nile 
Stanton, Indianapolis, requested 
that his client be sent back to Clay: 
County pending court action on 
the murder charges, but Parke 
Circuit Judge Earl M. Dowd, who 
was the presiding judge in the 
drug case, denied the request. 

Dowd, at Parke Circuit Court, 
listed seven counties for 
Drollinger's venue change: 
Brown, Blackford, Decatur, 
Benton Owen, Knox, and Newton. 

Now Parke Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner and Stanton are to strike 
until one is chosen for the site. 


STANTON TOLD the Times 
yesterday, he may request 
another change if he is not 
satisfied with the resulting 
county. 

The Indianapolis attorney 
revealed he would like to see the 


trial go to the capital city because 


similar crimes are more 
publicized there. 

The attorney reportedly asked 
Dowd yesterday if the case could 
be moved to another location not 
on the list if it was agreeable to 
both sides. The judge indicated 
that may be arranged. 

“Michael W. Wright, 21, Craw- 
fordsville, also received a change 
of venue yesterday and his county 
list includes White, Fayet- 


er. 


lay 


te,Noble, Daviess, Jasper, Ripley 
and Fulton. 

Meanwhile, Clay County Sheriff 
Wayne Lucas is "glad we can get 
back to normal now.“ 

The sheriff, who said he had 
“no more sleepless nights than 
normal” when Drollinger was in 
his custody, said the extensive 
precautionary measures have 
ceased. = 

“The reserve deputies were 
called off yesterday,” Lucas said. 
“The high-powered rifles and 
bullet proof vests loaned by Paul 
Johnson Police Supply have been 
returned. And the metal detector 


loaned by Delta Airlines in In- 


dianapolis was taken back.” 

Lucas said his reserves put in 90 
hours during Drollinger’s stay 
from Wednesday afternoon to 
yesterday morning. ‘‘They will be 
paid by Parke County and all 
expenses connected with 
Drollinger’s stay will be taken 
care of by them.” 


THE SHERIFF said 
Drollinger’s visit was without 
incident. “We took every 
precaution, but as it turned out we 
didn’t need it. I’m glad of that.” 

The intercom system installed 
to require visitors to identify 
themselves before entering the 
jail willremain, Lucas said. 

“We’ll keep that for our own 
security measures,’ he said. 
And the door will be kept locked 
at certain times.”’ 

The serhiff said he is looking 
into purchasing an electric door 
lock also. "That way the door 
could be unlocked from the dis- 
patcher's station,” he said. 

Drollinger, Wright, Daniel R. 
Stonebraker and David W. Smith 
are each charged with four 
murder counts in connection with 
the St. Valentine’s Day killings of 
Gregory Brooks and Raymond, 
Reeve, and Ralph Spencer. 

Stonebraker, 20, Darlington, 
and Smith, 17, Wingate, are being 
held in Parke County awaiting 
formal arraignment. 
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z hen Roger DUNG turned 

himself over to FBI authorities in 
Indianapolis April 13, he stated 
that the first suspect captured in 
the Hollandsburg murder case - 
Daniel Stonebraker - was framing 
him. Drollinger said that Stone- 
braker had implicated him before 
for things he had not done. 

Appearing in the Montgomery 
Circuit Court Monday, Drollinger 
switched the blame for his 
troubles to a narcotic detective of 
the Crawfordsville Police Depart- 
ment - Louis Swenke. 

Prior to being taken to the 
Diagnostic Center at Plainfield, 
Drollinger held a new conference 
which lasted about 30 minutes. 

Drollinger told newsmen, "I've 
admitted to stuff I haven’t done, 
just cause it was the only defense 
I had. And a man in this town 
(Crawfordsville), I'm accusing 
him because I’ve seen him and I 
know he's guilty. Louis Swenke, 
he’s the one who’s doing this to 
me and I have no doubt he's 
settin’ me up for these murders.” 

The murder suspect said in 
regard to the Hollandsburg 
massacre, I didn’t commit em. I 
have done quite a bit of stuff 
that’s wrong, I haven’t done this 
stuff. I did mess around with 
some drugs. . .maybe sell 100 hits 
or something. I admitted to that, 
(selling) to a friend or someone 
that wanted ’em. He knew what 
he was getting. Well they don’t 
want to take the big dealers. If 
they pick up the big dealers then 
they shut it off and then nobody 
makes any money. Well here I 
| was the little piddly guy, so they 
| said we'll take him.” 

Drollinger's voice quivered at 
times during the news con- 
ference. At one point he said, 
"They've been using me for a 
guinea pig. I'm not Charles 
Manson, I’m not Tony Kiritsis. 


I’m just Roger Clay Droilinger. 


Ç WA (La 
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Everyone Ct someone to take 
their hostility out on someone, I 
guess. 

Drollinger accused the police 
officer of dealing in drugs when 
he said, This city (Crawfords- 
ville) doesn't want to help you. 
You can't fight the people if they 
don't like you. Swenke is involved 
in one of the biggest drug rings 
around. But they (the police) are 
happy as long as they got 
someone to pin it on. I've been 
threatened and even shot at. My 
house has been broken into. I tell 
the police, but they don't care. I 
tried to press charges (against an 
alleged intruder in his home) but I 
couldn't get any help from the 
prosecutor’s office.’ 

The 24-year-old Bion 
claimed he fled Montgomery 
County because he wanted "time 
to think” and not because he was 
a suspect in the murder case. He 
said he learned he was wanted 
only when he contacted his family 
later. 

Drollinger apparently used the 
same line of argument that was 
his main defense in his drug trial 
in Crawfordsville. At that time 
Drollinger said Lt. Swenke was 
the biggest drug dealer around 
and had framed him on the drug 
charges. The Crawfordsville 
Journal-Review commented that 
after the drug trial, Drollinger’s 
attorney, Nile Stanton, had 
laughed and said no one believed 
that story, especially the jury. 

At Monday's session, Drol- 
linger told reporters, "The guilty 
guys go in and plea bargain and 
the innocent guys like me go to 
trial and get sent away anyhow. I 
tried to fight this (the drug case) 
and look what happened to me.” 

Again zeroing in on Swenke, 
Drollinger said, Swenke had put 
out a contract on me (to kill him) 
and I have been shot at twice in 
one night.”” When asked wh: he 
was in so much trouble, 
Drollinger said, Everybody 
needs somebody to take their 
hostilities out on, so I guess they 
picked me. 

Last Wednesday Drollinger 
toi a a reporter that he no longer 
feels his life is in danger ‘as ar 
as they keep on protecting me like 
they have been. They better 
protect my family too.” 

The out-of-court drama height- 
ened when the suspect’s father, 
Nathan Drollinger, got into the 
act. Shortly before the sen- 
tencing, the elder Drollinger 


confronted Lt. Swenke and said, 


"You're involved in a big drug 
ring too. You're the one who's 
guilty and you know it.” 


(Continued On Page Three 


Uniformed officers from the 
Crawfordsville Police Depart- 
ment, Montgomery County 
Sheriff deputies and Indiana State 
Police officers had to separate the 
two men. The suspect's father 
then turned on Richard Robinson, 
a reporter for the Crawfordsville 
Journal-Review who was covering 
the trial. He asked Robinson 
where he got all of his information 
but Robinson did not answer. 
Drollinger left, but then returned 
a short time later to confront 
Robinson again. Police stepped in 
to separate the two. 
Drollinger's father and Lt. 
Swenke have been at odds before. 


One such confrontation came 
after the younger Drollinger’s 
conviction on the drug charges in 
February. Stanton, the Indian- 
apolis attorney, also reportedly 
has accused Swenke of being 
involved in a drug ring. Swenke 
said he did not plan legal recourse 
against Roger Drollinger but is 
considering filing suit against the 
father and the attorney. 

Following Drollinger's inter- 
views, Lt. Swenke spoke to 
reporters. He said his job was to 
"rid the streets of scum like 
Roger Drollinger.’’ 

Swenke told newsmen, *'I have 
testified against him in three 
different court trials. I come up 
with the same story each and 
every time. You try to blame an 
officer - the investigating officer 
when an attorney does not have 
enough evidence to give a proper 


defense. This attorney will 
usually try to throw the blame on 
the police officer. .and who 
would be the most logical one? 
Me.” 

The police officer said. And I 
would do anything to get the 
scum out of here - such as Roger 
Drollinger - that is involved in 
drugs. I never framed anyone. 
I've been involved in 70 drug 
arrests last year alone. Over the 
last seven years, probably 
between S00 and 1,000. I have 
never wrongly testified against 
anybody and I have never lied on 
the witness stand.” 

Swenke said, “I won't call 
anybody a liar, but I will let the 
facts speak for themselves. I 
operate a clean investigation.” 
Asked about drug possession, 
Swenke said, ‘‘When I confiscate 
drugs they are in my custody and 
I am responsible for them until 
the court orders them de- 
stroyed.“ 

Harry A. Siamas, Montgomery 


å County prosecutor, told reporters 


that based on 
information, 


State 
"Droliinger 


Police 
was 


known to be one of the largest 


drug dealers in western Indiana 
in 1976." Siamas added that 
Daniel Stonebraker. also accused 
of the Hollandsburg slayings, was 
4 member of the Drollinger 
organized drug operation. 


I In Two 0 


Roger Drollinger of Wayne- 
town made two court appearances 
| Monday, April 18. There was an 
11:30 a.m. appearance in Parke 
Circuit Court on four counts of 
| first degree murder in the 
February slayings of four boys of 
the Keith Spencer family near 
Hollandsburg. Then at 1:30 p.m. 
| Drollinger appeared in Mont- 
gomery Circuit Court at Craw- 
fordsville for sentencing in a drug 
charge case. 
In each instance, Drollinger 
| looked up to see Parke Circuit 
| Court Judge Earl Dowd behind 
the bench. Dowd is presiding over 
the murder arraignment proceed- 
ings in Parke County and was the 

| special judge in the Montgomery 
County drug case. 

In Parke County, Drollinger 

was brought to the courthouse 
with little of the heavy security 
present at his initial hearing last 
week. According to one source, 
that extra heavy security was 
ordered when there were reports 
| that a person was picked up in 
i Crawfordsville with a pistol who 
said he had been hired to kill the 
murder suspect. 

Drollinger was wearing a 
patterned shirt and green pants 
and again appeared calm and 
collected during the short 
hearing. Drollinger’s attorney, 
Nile Stanton of Indianapolis, 
immediately asked for a change of 
venue and started calling 

| witnesses in an attempt to prove 
| Drollinger could not get a fair trial 
| in Parke County. 
Called to the stand was Josh 
| Littman of WISH-TV, Indian- 
| apolis: Phil Bremen, Channel 13, 
| Indianapolis; Richard Harney, 
publisher of the Rockville 
Republican and Rockville Tri- 
bune; Rick Sallinger of Channel 6, 
Indianapolis; and Colleen Sims of 
the Terre Haute Tribune. 

In each case Stanton asked the 
reporters if they had covered 
Drollinger's case and been in 
Parke County. Practically all of 
them said they had encountered å 
great deal of animosity among 
county residents toward Drol- 
linger. Bremen said he heard one 
man say Drollinger "should be 
strung up on a lightpost’’ and 
Sallinger said another man told 

im "the taxpayers could be 


|Drollinger Face NÅ, 
Tao 


iffere 


saved money it rler strung 


Drollinger up on the courthouse 
steps instead of having a trial.” 

Of each witness, Parke County 
prosecutor asked if they had 
made a large sampling of opinion 
in the county or if most of the 
comments they heard were from 
people on the courthouse lawn as 
the defendant was marched to 
and from court appearances. All 
said they had heard the adverse 
comments at the courthouse 
scene. 

Hanner deviated from his 
normal questioning to ask Harney 
if Harney personally thought 
Drollinger could get a fair trial in 
Parke County. The Rockville 
publisher said he thought 
Drollinger couid. 

Stanton also called Marvin 
Bradbury of Indianapolis to the 
stand. Bradbury said he was a 
peri-legal and said he had noted 
much hostitality in Parke County 
against Drollinger, including 
people who said the suspect 
should be lynched or shot. He 
said he heard no sympathy for 
Drollinger from any Parke County 
resident. 

Hanner began questioning 
Bradbury on what a peri-legal 
was. Stanton objected, but Judge 
Dowd overruled that objection. 
Finally Stanton said. All right, 
so he works for me.“ Hanner 
smiled and replied, "That's what 
I wanted to find out.” 

Stanton then introduced dozens 
of copies of newspapers showing 
heavy coverage of the murders 
and Drollinger's arrest and 


Judge Dowd 
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hearings from Rockville, Terre 
Haute, Brazil and Crawfordsville. 

Judge Dowd granted the 
motion for a change of venue and 
named circuit courts in the 
counties of Knox (Vincennes), 
Brown (Nashville), Blackford 
(Hartford City), Decatur (Greens- 
burg), Newton (Kentland), Ben- 
ton (Fowler), and Owen 
(Spencer). Blackford County is 
where Benjamin Woody was on 
trial last summer for the slaying 
of Christine and Brett Norton of 
Rockville while Fowler is where 
Donald ‘‘Chet’’ Norton was tried 
for murder-for-hire in the same 
case. 

Judge Dowd gave the prosecu- 
tion and defense ten days to 
"strike courts.’’ This is a process 
where each side alternately 
eliminates one court on the list 
until only one is left. There the 
Drollinger trial will be held. The 
defense strikes first. an 
unusual move, Stanton „ d the 
judge if he and Hanne could 
agree on another court n on the 
list if it would be acceptable. 
Judge Dowd agreed that it would 
be. 

Drollinger was then taken from 
the courtroom to the jail across 
the street. He turned to start up 
the steps of the jail, but was 
turned away by a sheriff’s deputy 
and taken to a waiting patrol car. 
Parke County Sheriff Department 
officers drove Drollinger to 
Belimore and at the intersection 
of S.R. 59 and U.S. 36 he was 

picked up by a Montgomery 

Continued On Page Three) 


County sheriff car and taken on to 
Crawfordsville for his second 
court appearance of the day. 

The drug charge sentencing 
Monday afternoon in Mont- 
gomery Circuit Court was six 
weeks late. Drollinger had stood 
trial there in February and was 
found guilty by a jury on February 
16 of six charges of dealing in and 
possessing marijuana and 
amphetamines. The jury had 
recommended 49 years in prison, 
but Drollinger disappeared and 
was not in court for sentencing, 
set for March 4 by Judge Dowd. 
Judge Dowd issued a warrant for 
Drollinger’s arrest on a failure to 
appear charge. Just days later the 
Parke County first degree murder 
warrants were issued for the 
24-year-old Drollinger. 

Dowd did sentence Drollinger 
to 49 years in prison Monday, but 
said the sentences would run 
concurrently and for the maxi- 
mum time. Sentencing on the six 
different counts ranged from 180 
days to 15 years. By serving the 
terms concurrently, rather than 
one after another, Drollinger was 
actually sentenced for a maxi- 
mum of 15 years confinement. He 
would be eligible for parole in 
seven and one-half years. He was 
also fined $3,000 by Judge Dowd. 

Judge Dowd turned Drollinger 
over to Montgomery County 
Sheriff Glen Sillery. The sheriff, 
in turn, delivered Drollinger to 

the Diagnostic Center at Plain- 
field on Tuesday. After a short 
stay there, the state will then 
decide where Drollinger will be 
confined to serve his sentence. 
Wherever that is, he will probably 
be leaving frequently for court 
appearances on the murder 
charges. 

Stanton caused å murmur to go 
through the Montgomery County 
courtroom when he asked that his 
client be released on his own 
recognizance while the drug case 
sentence is being appealed. 
Courtroom spectators apparently 
thought Stanton was asking that 
Drollinger be set free, but the 
Indianapolis attorney explained 
that he made the motion so 
Drollinger could be returned to 
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the custody of Parke County 
authorities and be held in the 
Clay County jail at Brazil. Judge 
Dowd denied the motion. 
Montgomery County prose- 
cutor Harry Siamas argued 
against the motion by Stanton, 
saying Drollinger should start 
serving time on the drug 
conviction. Deputy prosecutor 
Don Hopper also appealed to the 
judge to suggest to the state 
parole agency that Drollinger be 
required to serve his sentence on 
a conviction of assault and battery 
with intent to satisfy sexual 
desires. This charge was brought 
by the father of Drollinger’s 
present wife Kathy and happened 
before the two were married 
when she was 13 years old. It was 
for this conviction that he was 
paroled, and the day he 
disappeared he was to have 
appeared before the parole board 
which was going to consider 
revoking the parole because of 
the drug charge conviction. 
Drollinger had been free prior 
to sentencing on a $35,000 bond, 
said to have been guaranteed by 
his father Nathan through 
$10,000 cash and a $25,000 lien 
on the family farm. That money 


| will not be confiscated because 


although Drollinger did jump 
bail, he was returned to custody. 

Now, in addition to the murder 
charges, Drollinger still faces a 
July 18 trial in Crawfordsville for 
violation of the 1935 Firearms Act 
alleged to have occurred in 
August of 1976 and charges of 
assault and battery with intent to 
kill in Boone County. 

Stanton had hoped to have the 
Drollinger murder case moved to 
a big city and a county as far away 
from the scene of the crime as 
possible. 

Drollinger had hoped to return 
to the Clay County jail. In a 
copyrighted interview with a 
Brazil Times reporter last 
weekend, Drollinger said Clay 
County Sheriff Wayne Lucas was 
the "first law officer that ever 
treated me like a human being.” 
In that same interview, Drollinger 
said he never would have been 
caught if he had not given himself 
up. He claimed he lived off the 
land using his Army survival 
training. 


However, Indiana State Police 


detectives Byron Thrasher and 
Lloyd Heck said they were sure 
Drollinger could not have kept on 
the run much longer. Thrasher 
said there was just too much 
pressure on him and “no one 
could last much longer with the 
chase that was after him.” 
Thrasher added that normally 
friends of fugitives will help them 
and cover up for them, but not in 
Drollinger’s case. He said police 
got tips from people all the time 
because "the crime was just too 
brutal.” He added that constant 
coverage by news media kept the 
chase momentum going and 
interest up. 
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Venue Change 


Michael Wright of Crawfords- 
ville was granted a change of 
venue request in Parke Circuit 
Court Monday morning, April 18. 
Wright was the second of four 
suspects captured and charged 
with the murders of Ralph, 
Reeve, and Raymond Spencer 
and Gregory Brooks near 
Hollandsburg on February 14. 
Wright was captured in California 
by FBI agents on March 31. 

Wright was represented by his 
court appointed attorney Stephen 
Trueblood of Terre Haute. 
Trueblood had filed the change of 
venue motion on April 6 and at 
that time submitted 37 copies of 
newspapers showing the wide 
publicity given the case. 

Trueblood told the court that 
"recent events have hightened 
the publicity about this matter,” 
apparently referring to the 
capture of the fourth suspect, 
Roger Drollinger. 

Judge Earl Dowd granted the 
change of venue motion. He 
named seven circuit courts where 
the trial could possibly be held. 
Courts named included White 
(Monticello), Fayette (Conners- 
ville), Noble (Albion), Davies 
(Washington), Jasper (Rens- 
selaer), Fulton (Rochester), and 
Ripley (Versailles). The judge 
gave the defense and prosecution 
ten days to alternately ‘‘strike 
courts’’ until one is left. The 
defense will eliminate the first 
court of the list. 

Wright was being taken out of 
the Parke County courthouse 
about the time Drollinger was 
being brought in for his change of 
venue hearing. The two did not 
meet however. 
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“Attorney 
In Venue Changes 


By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

ROCKVILLE, Ind. (Special) — De- 
fense attorneys for two of the four 
suspects in the St. Valentine Day shot- 
gun slayings of four Parke County 
brothers indicate they will probably 
begin early next week to determine in 
which Indiana counties their cases will 
be heard. 

Change of venue motions for Michael 
W. Wright, 21, Crawfordsville, and Rog- 
er C. Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, were 
granted Monday by Parke Circuit Court 
Judge Earl Dowd. 

Judge Dowd listed seven counties as 
possibilities for the change of venue in 
each case, giving the defense attorneys 
and the Parke County prosecutor, 
Clelland Hanner, 10 days to agree upon 
the change. 

The defense attorneys, Stephen L. 
Trueblood of Terre Haute for Wright a nd. 
Nile Stanton of Indianapolis for Brot 
inger, Will be allowed the first strike 
from the list of counties. The prosecutor 
is allowed the next strike, with alternate 
strikes following by the two sides. ] 

Both Trueblood and Stanton told The 
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TRIBUNE they did not expect to start 
the elimination process until early next 
week. 

Wright and Drollinger are charged, 
along with two other Montgomery Coun- 
ty young men, Daniel R. Stonebraker, 
20, Darlington, and David W. Smith, 17, 
Wingate, with four counts of first degree 
murder each for the Feb. 14 murders of 
Ralph Spencer, 14, Reeve Spencer, 16, 
Raymond Spencer, 17, and their step- 
brother, Gregory Brooks, 22. 

Further arraignment proceedings are 
pending for Stonebraker and Smith. 

The counties listed for Wright in the 
change of venue were White, Fayette, 
Noble, Daviess, Jasper, Fulton and 
Ripley. For Drollinger, the counties 
were Knox, Brown, Blackford, Decatur, 
Newton, Benton and Owen. 

Checking over his options, Wright's 
attorney, Trueblood, said all the coun- 
„ties seemed comparable in size” to 
Parke County. 

“I think that it will be very difficult to 
get jurymen who've not heard of this 
case,” Trueblood said. “Probably the 
best we can hope fer is to get a panel 


that's not formed an opinion as to guilt © 
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or innocence.” 


Trueblood indicated it will probably 
be next Tuesday before he makes his 
initial strike from the list of prospective 


counties. 


Stanton, Drollinger's counsel, said ne 


expects to begin striking from the list 
next Monday. 


“I believe we can get a satisfactory i 
county,” Stanton said, referring to the 


list of choices given by Judge Dowd. 

He added that he will probably have a 
poll conducted on some of the citizens in 
the counties under consideration and, if 
there appears to be “animosity” toward 
his client in the county picked, he will 
ask for another change of venue. 

Parke County Prosecutor Hanner said 
he feels the counties listed for both 
defendants are suitable: "As far as I’m 
concerned, they’re OK with me.” 

The prosecutor did say, though, "We 
will not agree to any other county.” 
Hanner was referring to Stanton's ques- 
tion to the judge asking if the judge 
would agree to another county not listed 
if the prosecution and the defense could 


‘agree. Judge Dowd gave his permission 


for such an arrangement. 
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On Drug Charges Set 


By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

DELPHI, Ind. (Special) — The date 
for the trial of Daniel R. Stonebraker, 
20, Darlington, on drug charges was to 
be set Thursday afternoon in the Carroll 
County Circuit Court. 

Stonebraker, one of the four young 
men being held in connection with the 
murders of four Parke County brothers 
early St. Valentine Day, is to go through 
court proceedings on the drug charges 
while in custody for the murders. 

Further court action on the murder 
charges is pending after his public de- 
fender, Donald Gibson, of Veedersburg, 
asked for a continuation of arraignment 
proceedings until Stonebraker could ob- 
tain psychiatric and medical examina- 
tions. = 

Stonebraker has been charged along 

with three other Montgomery County 
young men for the shotgun slayings of 
Ralph Spencer, 14, Reeve Spencer, 16, 
Raymond Spencer, 17, and their step- 
brother, Gregory Brooks, 22. 
_ Others charged are Roger C. Droll- 
inger, 24, Waynetown, David W. Smith, 
17, Wingate, and Michael W. Wright, 21, 
:rawiordsville. 


Stonebraker had been arrested on five / 


drug charges last August and had been 
out of jail on bond since December until 
being arrested for the Parke County 
murders. He is currently in the Parke 


County Jail. 


The drug trial was venued to Carrol 
County early in April and the hearing 
Thursday was to determine when the 
trial would begin. 

Stonebraker’s public defender on the 
drug charges is Edgar Hustad of 
Crawfordsville. 

Reports indicate the drug charges 
against Stonebraker are associated with 
the ones Drollinger was sentenced for 
last Monday. Drollinger, charged with 
six counts of delivery of drugs, received 
a total of over 48 years of confinement 
but, since the sentences are to run 
concurrently, he could serve as little as 
seven and a half years for the charges. 
The longest sentence was 15 years and, 
according to state law, he could serve 
only half that time if given credit for 
good behavior. , 

Drollinger was taken to the Indiana 
Diagnostic Center in Plainfield after his 
sentencing Monday. 

Wednesday, Drollinger was arraigned 
in Boone Circuit Court in Lebanon on 
another unrelated charge of assault and 
battery with intent to kill. That charge 
stems from an alleged attack on Rich- 
ard Kaylor of Crawfordsville in 1975. 

Drollinger and his co-defendant, Ray 
Smith, are accused of tossing concrete 
blocks at Kaylor as he rode his motor- 
cycle on a Boone County road. Ray 
Smith is reportedly brother of one of th 


suspects arrested along with Drollinger 


for the Parke County murders, David 
Smith. 
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Twenty-four-year-old Roger 
Drollinger of Waynetown ap- 
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On 11 Charges I n 


week, before two judges, on a 
total of 11 different charges. 

Drollinger's first courtroom 
appearance was at 11:30 a.m. 
Monday, April 18, in Parke 
Circuit Court. There Judge Earl 
Dowd gave him a change of venue 
on four counts of first degree 
murder. Drollinger is one of four 
young men charged with the 
February 14 execution-style slay- 
ings of Raymond, Ralph and 
Reeve Spencer and their step- 
brother, Gregory Brooks near 
Hollandsburg. 

The change of venue was 
granted after Drollinger's at- 
torney, Nile Stanton, presented 
testimony from newsmen and 
newspaper articles showing the 
high volume of publicity the 
murder case had received and 
claiming Drollinger could not get 
a fair trial in Parke County. That 


_ court should be picked by Friday: 


April 29. 

That a moge Droliitipe® 
stood in Montgomery Circuit 
Court at Crawfordsville for 
sentencing on six charges of 
dealing in and possesion of drugs. 
That sentencing was six weeks 
behind schedule because Drol- 
linger did not show up for the 
sentencing session, originally set 


for March 4. Ironically, Judge 


Dowd was the special judge in 
that case. The jury had found 
Drollinger guilty and recom- 
mended 49 years imprisonment. 
Judge Dowd did sentence 
Drollinger to a total of 49 years on 
the six charges, but said they 


could be served concurrently, 
rather than one after another. By 
serving the terms in that fashion, 
the maximum number of years of 
imprisonment was actually 15. 
Drollinger was also fined $3,000. 
Although Drollinger asked to 
be returned to the Clay County 
jail at Brazil, Dowd ordered him 
turned over to state authorities 
and he was taken by Montgomery 
County authorities to the Diag- 
nostic Center at Plainfield. 


Then on Wednesday, April 20, 
Drollinger was taken to Boone 
Circuit Court at Lebanon. That 
appearance was on a charge of 
assault and battery with intent to 
kill. 

The Boone County charge was 
from an alleged attack by 
Drollinger and 19-year-old Ray 
Smith (the brother of one of the 
four Hollandsburg murder sus- 
pects, David Smith). The two are 
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acquainted with each other. 

Judge Groover set the trial date 
for May 23. After that appearance 
in Lebanon, Drollinger was 
returned to Plainfield. Drollinger 
told Groover he hopes he can 
begin serving his prison term on 
the Montgomery County’s drug 
charges immediately so he can 
begin earning good time leading 
to parole.’’ He would be eligible 
for parole on those drug charges 
in about 7% years. 

While at Crawfordsville last 
Monday, Drollinger was given yet 
another trial date for a fourth 
charge hanging over his head. 
Judge Dowd set July 18 for a trial 
date for a charge of another 
possession of drugs charge and a 
violation of the Indiana Firearms 
Act. Those charges had been 
lodged against Drollinger at the 
same time as the six drug 
possession and dealing charges, 


accused of tossing concrete blocks. but for trial purposes, the last 


at Richard Kaylor of Lebanon as 
Kaylor rode his motorcycle on a 
Bonne County road near Lebanon 
in April of 1976. Judge Richard 
Groover of Danville, Indiana, is 
the special judge in the assault 
case. 

Drollinger was taken to 
Lebanon in handcuffs and chains. 

Drollinger and Smith are 
accused of throwing the concrete 
blocks at Kaylor from a moving 
car, seriously injuring the motor- 
cyclist. The assault came, 
according to reports, because 


. Drollinger and Smith were angry 


at Kaylor. All three are reportedly 


drug charge and one for carrying 
a handgun without a permit were 
set for a separate proceeding. 
Drollinger has had one conviction 
on a weapon charge before. 
Judge Dowd is also the special 
judge in those cases. 

The Montgomery County 
prosecutor's office has also filed a 
motion with Judge Dowd that 
Drollinger be required to 
complete serving of a sentence on 
an assault and battery charge 
with intent to satisfy sexual 
desires. That charge was brought 


y the father o present wife 
Kathy. At the time the charges 
were filed, Drollinger and his wife 
were not married and she was 
only 13 years old. It was for that 
charge that he was on parole, å 
parole which was under con- 
sideration of revocation by the 
parole board because he has since 
been convicted of the drug 
charges in Montgomery County. 
It was during Drollinger's drug 
charge trial that the Hollandsburg 
murders took place. 
Meanwhile, Clay County 
Sheriff Wayne Lucas said he is 
"glad we can get back to normal 
now. When Drollinger dramati- 
cally surrendered himself to FBI 
authorities in Indianapolis on 
April 11 after admitting he had 
stayed for three days at Stouffer's 
Inn at Indianapolis in his 
attorney's room, he was brought 
to Parke County. At his initial 
court appearance on April 13, his 
attorney asked that he not be kept 
in Parke County. Judge Dowd 
ordered him confined at the Clay 
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County lockup. 
Sheriff Lucas said he has called 
off the special reserve deputies 
brought in to help guard the jail 
while Drollinger was there. He 
said the high powered rifles and 
bullet proof vests loaned by a 
police supply firm have been 
returned as was the metal 
detector the sheriff borrowed 
from Delta Airlines in Indian- 
apolis. All of this equipment was 
in Clay County to provide 
adequate security for Drollinger. 
Lucas has told reporters that 
his reserve deputies put in 90 
hours during Drollinger's stay in 
Clay County. Those deputies will 
be paid by Parke County, as will 
all extra expenses connected with 
Drollinger's confinement there. 

Sheriff Lucas said that Drol- 
linger's stay was without 
incident, but that he took every 
precaution for his security. Lucas 
said he intends to keep the 
intercom system which was 
installed for visitors to identify 
themselves before entering the 
jail. Lucas said it would be kept 
for their own security measures. 
The sheriff added that he is 
considering purchasing an 
electric door that can be unlocked 
from the dispatcher’s station. 

The Brazil Gazette, a semi- 
weekly newspaper, reported that 
Drollinger was very polite, very 
cooperative” according to Lucas. 
The paper also quoted Bob 
Koons, a federal prisoner in Clay 
County who was one of 
Drollinger's three cellmates, as 
saying "I've been following his 
case in the papers. He doesn't 
seem like the guy they make him 
out to be.” 

"He just doesn’t seem like an 
animal,” said another cellmate, 
Jesse Hutson. Koons added in the 
interview. He (Drollinger) 
seemed like a good person. He 
didn't talk crazy or act unstable." 
The three prisoners said Drol- 
linger did not discuss the 
Hollandsburg murder case with 
them. 


も 

e three other suspects in the 

murders are being held at the 

Parke County jail-Daniel Stone- 

braker, 20, Darlington; David 

Smith, 17, Wingate; and Michael 
Wright, 21, Crawfordsville. 

Meanwhile, Tom Dutton, a 
stepbrother of young Smith, said 
in one interview with newsmen 
that, If he is guilty, Drollinger 
talked him into murdering those 
people. Dave would never have 
done it otherwise." 

Smith's mother, Mrs. James 
Lyons, said she had new 
information that made her sure 
that her son was hot guilty of the 
murders. ‘She claimed he would 
stand trial but be acquitted. She 
told one reporter, ‘‘He did not do 
those horrible things, and now I 
know he did not do them.” She 
would not say where she got her 
information. 

Drollinger claims he was with 
Smith the night of the murders at 
home. Drollinger's wife Kathy 
has verified that statement. 

Parke County prosecutor Clel- 
land Hanner says he has compiled 
a list of 72 potential witnesses 
who would be called to testify 
against the four Hollandsburg 
murder suspects. Hanner said he 
is ready to go to trial any time, 
but predicting that trials would 
probably not begin for another 
two months at least. He said it 
might "take until Christmas” to 
complete all four trials. 

In an interview with one news 
reporter, Hanner called Drol- 
linger's alibi story a pre- 
fabricated lie.” Hanner added 
that he thought Drollinger was 
told what to say.“ Drollinger had 
met with his attorney daily, 
according to reports, the three 
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days he was at Stouffer's in 
Indianapolis before giving up to 
FBI agents. 

Along with Drollinger, Wright 
has been granted a change of 
venue and an alternate court is 
being considered. The attorney 
for Stonebraker has asked for 
psychiatric investigation, rhe 
results of which have not been 
completed. Smith has yet to make 
a second appearance following his 
first when an attorney was 
appointed for him because he said 
he could not afford one. 

Parke County is paying to 
defend three of the murder 
suspects. Stonebraker is being 
represented by Donald Gibson of 
Veedersburg, Wright is being 
represented by Stephen True- 
blood of Terre Haute and Smith 
had John Capper of Crawfords- 
ville appointed as his pauper 
attorney. Drollinger's family is 
apparently paying for his legal 
representation on the variety of 
charges he is appearing on. 

Stonebraker is also facing a 
drug trial at Delphi in Carroll 
Circuit Court on a change of 
venue from Montgomery County. 


The drug charges are similar to 


2 — 
Drollinger's and were comm 
time. 
gomery County authorities say 

Drollinger was one of the largest 
drug dealers in western Indiana | 
in 1976 and Stonebraker was part 

ed drug 
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g for Drollinger and. u Wright on April 


2 Parke Circuit Court Judge Earl 
Dowd listed seven possible: counties for 


ther St Valentine Day murders of four! se serer amg of venue ‘ei: 
_ Parke County brothers was expected to The counties listed for. Drollinger 
and possibl were Knox, Brown, Blackford, Decatur, 


š aein Penton m and Owen. For keg 


ive counties early this wee. rney; 

ig defense attorneys and Parke from Indianapolis: had told The TRIB-: 

; 3 Prosecutor Clelland ~ » Hanner | UNE he expected to take his initial 
strike from the list Monday, mi alter- 
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c By DAVID H. COX 

> Star Staff Writer 

E* ROCKVILLE, Ind. (Special) 
— New courts were announced 
Tuesday for two men accused 
with the Feb. 14 Hollandsburg 
mass slaying of four Parke 
County young men. 

Parke Circuit Court Judge 
Earl Dowd agreed to move the 
Case against 24-year-old Roger 
Clay Drollinger, Waynetown, to 
Blackford Circuit Court at 
Hartford City where Judge 
Bruce C. Bade is expected to 
hear the case. 

The trial for 21-year-old 
Michael Wayne Wright, 
Crawfordville, has been sent to 
Davies County at Washington 

、 where Judge James Arthur pre- 
sides. 

Blackford County is the same 
site used for a murder trial as 
the one for Benjamin Paul 
Woody who was convicted for 
second degree murder in con- 
nection with another Rockville 
case last year. 

Parke County Prosecutor 
Clelland Hanner told The Star 
Tuesday transcripts of court 
action would be sent to the two 
sites within the next two or 
three days and he would im- 
mediately ask for the comple- 
tion of arraignments. Both sus- 
pects have had charges read to 
them by Dowd, but neither have 
entered a plea. Both attorneys 
immediately asked for change 
of venues. 

Two other cases are pending 
in Parke Circuit Court. Await- 
ing arraignment completion 
are 17-year-old David Wayne 
Smith of Wingate and 20-year- 
old Daniel Ray Stonebraker of 
Darlington. 

Hanner said he anticipates 
court appearances to be set for 
Smith and Stonebraker “most 
any time.” Wright's attorney, 
John Capper of Crawfordsville, 
has been investigating his 
court-appointed case and 
Stonebraker's attorney, also 
court appointed, asked for a 
continuance for physical and 
psychiatric examinations for 
his client. 
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Drollinger has been busy 
with court appearances. He ap- 
peared in three different courts 
in a span of three days last 
week. After seeking a change of 
venue in Parke Circuit Court 
last week, later the same day 
he was sentenced to nearly 49 
years in prison on six drug 
charges. Two days later he 
appeared in Boone Circuit 
Court at Lebanon to face a 
charge of assault and battery 
with intent to kill in connection 
with an incident of concrete 
blocks having been thrown at å 
motorcyclist. 

Drollinger will stand trial on 
that charge May 23. On trial 
with him will be Ray Smith, 
brother of David Smith who is 
one of the four charged with the 
Hollandsburg murders. 


Drollinger also will appear 
July 18 at Crawfordsville on 
additional drug charges and a 
firearms violation. He has had 
one conviction on a weapons 
violation. 


Stonebraker, another of the 
accused killers, is slated to 
appear July 5 in Carroll Circuit 
Court at Delphi on drug charges 
alleged to involve the same 
events included in Drollinger’s 
case. 


Drollinger, Stonebraker, 
David Smith and Wright are 
accused with the Feb. 14 shot- 
gun shooting deaths of Ralph. 
Raymond and Reeve Spencer 
and Gregory Brooks at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Keith 
Spencer of near Hollandsburg. 
The four are alleged to have 
burst into the Spencer home, 
lined the four youths and Mrs. 
Spencer along the floor and 
fired shotguns at them. Mrs. 
Spencer was able to gain free- 
dom after the intruders left. 
She reportedly faked death 
while the shootings were lhg 
place. 


Previously, Parke Prose- 
cutor Hanner said the state 
could call as many as 72 wit- 
nesses, including Mrs. Spencer 
who gave enough information 
to investigating officers to 
form composite drawings 
which led to arrests. What are 
believed to be the murder 
weapons have been found by 
authorities. 
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Two of the four suspects accused of murdering four young men of 
the Keith Spencer family near Hollandsburg in February now have 


bbe 


| trial sites selected where they will each face four counts of first 


degree murder. The maximum sentence on that charge is life im- 
prisonment 

Roger Clay Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, will be tried in Blackford 
Circuit Court at Hartford City. There the trial will be presided over 
by Judge Bruce Bade. Judge Bade is the same judge who last 
summer sentenced Benjamin Woody of Montezuma to life in prison 
for the slaying of Christine and Brett Norton in Rockville in January 
of 1976. 

Michael Wright, 21, Crawfordsville, will face Judge James R. 
Arthur in Davies Circuit Court at Washington in southern Indiana. 

Trial site selection was completed late Tuesday afternoon. Black- 
ford County has a population of 16.000 while Davies County has 26,700 
residents. 

In the Drollinger site selection, the Parke County prosecutor’s 
office and defense attorney Nile Stanton alternately eliminated 
courts from a list of seven given them by Parke Circuit Court Judge 
Earl Dowd when he granted the venue change request. 

The defense first struck Owen (Spencer), the prosecution struck 
Knox (Vincennes), the defense dropped Newton (Kentland), the 
prosecution eliminated Brown (Nashville), the defense struck 
Benton (Fowler) and the prosecution dropped Decatur (Greens- 
burg). 

Drollinger is still at the Diagnostic Center at Plainfield, but may be 
moved to the State Prison at Michigan City to begin serving time on 
the Montgomery County drug convictions. 

In Wright's court selection, defense attorney Stephen Trueblood 
struck the first court, White (Monticello), the prosecution dropped 
Fayette (Connersville), the defense eliminated Noble (Albion). the 


prosecution dropped Fulton (Rochester), the defense struck Jasper 5 


(Rensselaer) and the prosecution eliminated Ripley (Versailles). 
It is expected that Wright will be moved to the Davies County jail 
at Washington in the near OU 5 er trial. 
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Stanton, the Indianapolis at- 
torney defending Drollinger, 
claims there were ‘‘suspicious”’ 
circumstances surrounding his 


client's arrest as one of four 


Montgomery 
charged in 
murders. 


County men 


Stanton was interviewed last 
week by Bob Allen of the Brazil 
the com- 


Times. Stanton said 
posite drawing that was supposed 


to be Drollinger had his client’s | 


hairline and eye features, but that 
Drollinger had a fu manchu” 
mustache at the time and always 
wears glasses. 

The attorney told The Times he 
an old photo of 
Drollinger, taken when he was 
arrested for another incident, 
may have been supplied to police 
to draw up the composite. Stanton 
said there was once a picture 
taken of Drollinger when he 
didn't have glasses on and didn’t 
have any facial hair. "It's just 
suspicious,” Stanton told the 
reporter. 

In that same interview, Stanton 
said Drollinger was with him the 
night of the slayings. The 
attorney said Drollinger was with 
him at Stanton's motel room in 
Crawfordsville. He added, “ʻI 
don't remember the exact time, 
but it was 7 to 9 p.m. or 8 to 10 
p.m. We were talking about what 
we were going to do the next day 
in court. (Drollinger was appear- 
ing on six drug charges, of which 
he has since been found guilty 
and sentenced to prison for a 
maximum of 15 years. 


the Hollandsburg I 


Yi Stanton told The Times 
reporter that when Drollinger 
went home he said he was tired 


and was going to bed. He would 


do that often on other times we 
talked. He went to bed early," 
Stanton said. 

Stanton claimed his 


jumped the $35,000 bond on the 
drug case and subsequently 
Å avoided sentencing on the 
charges because he had been told 
to appear at a parole revocation 
hearing when he was unable to 
have an attorney with him. 


Stanton said a member of the 


parole board called Drollinger the 
night before and told him about 
the hearing. Stanton said he was 
in Michigan City and Drollinger's 


』 other attorney could not make it 


from Indianapolis until 2 p.m. but 
the board would not continue the 
hearing until that time. 
“Roger thought he was going 
to be flim-flammed and I don't 
blame him,’’ Stanton said. "He 
ishould have been able to have his 
attorney there." 


client | 
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Stanton also disputed reports i 


that Drollinger had said he would 


not be taken alive during the 
manhunt that ranged across the | 


nation. He was gone,“ Stanton 
said in The Times interview. 


How could he have made that 


statement? He left before he was 
wanted. Do you think he told the 
others before he was even 
wanted? It's not likely he'd call 
up somebody just to tell them 
that. I don't know where that 
statement came from.” 
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Referring to Drollinger's ac- 
cusation that Daniel Stonebraker, | 


the first man captured and 
charged in the murders, had 
implicated him in the murders 
and other crimes before, Stanton 
said Drollinger had "mentioned" 
the Stonebraker statement to him 
but he did not know what other 
crimes Drollinger was referring to 
specifically. 


Although Stanton refused to å F 


comment directly about Drol- 
linger's statement that he had 
been set up by police for the 
murders to get him out of the 
way, Stanton said Drollinger 
"named names in his testi- 
mony.” He added, "The whole | 
case is suspicious.“ 

Meanwhile, United States 
Attorney James B. Young of 
Indianapolis, is said, to be very 
upset with the FBI who he 
understood had made a "deal" 
regarding Drollinger’s dramatic 
surrender in Stanton’s Indian- 
apolis office on April 11 but had 
not notified him. For their part, 
FBI agents say they were not 
particularly happy that Stanton 
notified the news media of the 
pending surrender and had af 
news conference where Drol- 
linger proclaimed his innocence 
before FBI agents arrived to 
arrest him. 

According to reports, Stanton 
arranged for Drollinger to 
surrender to the FBI because he 
said his client wanted to be placed 
in custody some place other than 
Parke County where the murders 


occurred. Drollinger was taken to 
the Marion County jail in 
Indianapolis after his arrest but 
when he appeared in federal court 
on a federal unlawful flight 
warrant, Young had the warrant 
dismissed. He was immediately 
arrested by State Police on the 
Parke County murder warrant. 
According to a report in 
Sunday's Indianapolis Star, the 
FBI thought Drollinger was out of 
the state until just shortly before 
the surrender and they expected 
him to be dealing with an U.S. 


attorney in another jurisdiction. 
Then, just before the surrender, 
agents learned Drollinger was in 
Indianapolis, apparently from 
Stanton. Young's office was 
notified but he was not available. 

Drollinger said he spent three 
days around Easter at Stouffer’s 
Inn in Indianapolis in a room 
registered to Stanton. Drol- 
linger's wife was with him and on 
Easter, his young daughter was 
brought to the hotel. An 
Indianapolis television station 
reported recently that the 
three-day stay at Stouffer's cost 
nearly $500 and_ included 
champagne charged to the room. 

U.S. Attorney Young has stated 

that the FBI had no authority to 
accept conditions of the surrender 
of Drollinger. But, O. Franklin 
Lowie, special agent in charge of 
the Indianapolis FBI office, 
disagreed. The bottom line is to 
get the job done, Lowie said. 
"You either surrender, or you 
don't surrender.” 
According to reports, condi- 
tions of Drollinger’s surrender 
were that he was to remain in 
federal custody, his family would 
receive federal protection and a 
drug charge against his wife 
Kathy would be dropped. 

Lowie said it was wrong for 
agents to promise protection for 
Drollinger’s family, since this has 
to be done through formal 
application to Young’s office and 
be finally approved by the U.S. 
Attorney General in Washington. 

Lowie added that the FBI 
cannot promise immunity from 
prosecution. He said in the case 
of Drollinger's wife, the FBI was 
told by State Police that there 
were no charges pending against 
her. As long as Drollinger 
believed there were charges,” 
Lowie said, the FBI could accept 
this as a condition of surrender." 

The FBI said Drollinger never 
revealed where he was when he 
„telephoned them and said he 
would , surrender, after Easter. 
Lowie said. If: we would have 
known where he was, we would 
have gone to get him. We can't 
let a possible quadruple murderer 
stay at a place for three days. 

Drollinger, in a copyrighted 
interview with The Brazil Times 
while in the Clay County jail, said 
“they” told him to stay at 
Stouffer's. He said he told them 
he would and they could have him 
after Easter. I kept my word,” 


Drolligner told i 

claimed ‘‘they’’ Drollinger re- 
ferred to Stanton. Lowie said, 
his attorney was the one that set 
it up, he put the room in his own 
name.” 

Drollinger told The Times 
reporter who interviewed him in 
jail that he arranged the 
Indianapolis stay by contacting 
the FBI. He said he figured it was 
best to cali the FBI and meet with 
his family before surrendering. 
He added that he asked for 
federal protection because his 
wife was being pressured by 
Montgomery County authorities. 

The murder suspect claimed 
the FBI did not drop the drug 
charges against his wife and 
compared himself to the Tony 
Kiritsis case where “police broke 
their word.“ 

Stanton has said that he wanted 
Drollinger in federal custody or 
kept in Indianapolis because his 
client would not be safe in 


, Western Indiana and Drollinger 


feared for his safety and that of 
his family. The attorney said his 
law office had received a 
telephone bomb threat shortly 
after news broke that he had 
arranged the surrender of 
Drollinger. 

Drollinger told Federal Judge 
William E. Steckler that he had 
been informed by several people 
that Indiana State Police had said 
they would shoot him on sight, 
that they did not want to take him 
into custody. Steckler replied that 
all law enforcement officers have 
the responsibility to protect those 
in their custody and "the court 
can only assume that authorities 
will honor their oaths on this 
matter.” 

As part of the move to keep 
Drollinger in federal custody, 
Stanton requested a preliminary 
hearing regarding the federal 
charge and had Drollinger refuse 
to sign a statement that he would 
appear in court for further 
hearings as requested if he were 
released. Steckler set a hearing 
for April 19, later cancelled when 


the U.S. Attorney dropped the 
federal fugitive charge. 
Parke County prosecutor Clel- 


land Hanner said he had no idea 


Drollinger was in Indianapolis, 
bargaining to turn himself in. In 
one interview, Hanner said he 
couldn't understand how "they 
can harbor someone who is a 
known fugitive with a warrant for 
his arrest and four Parke County 
warrants without being guilty of 
aiding and abetting a criminal.” 

Stanton, in an interview with a 
television station in Indianapolis, 
agreed that what he did with 
Drollinger may be “technically 
illegal. but was told by the FBI 
that it would be all right if it led to 
a peaceful surrender. 

Drollinger contends that he was 
home in bed with his wife the 
night of the murders and that 
another suspect. David Smith, 
stayed at their house that night 


also. In The Brazil limes 
interview at the jail. Drollinger 
said, "You know nothing has 
been made 100 clear about the 
motive (for the murders). I've 
been thinking myself why 
someone would do something like 
that.” 
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Smith Granted Chanc 
From Parke Coun 


ROCKVILLE, Ind. — David 
H. Smith, 17, Wingate, has been 
granted a change of venue from 
the Parke County Court. Smith 
is one of four su spects charged 
with murder /in the St. 
Valentine's Day massacre of 
four Hollandsburg brothers. 

Smith won his change of 


venue Thursday. His attorney 
and the Parke County prose- 
cutor will choose the new site 
from seven designated by 


Circuit Judge Ear! Dowd. 


Dowd earlier granted 
changes of venue for Roger C. 
Drollnger, 24, Waynetown, to 


airs F 


fy Court 


Blackford Circuit in Hartford 
City, and Michael W. Wright, 
21, Crawfordsville, to Daviess 
Circuit in Washington. 

Attorneys for all three defen- 
dants contended pre-trial pub- 
licity in Parke County pro- 
hibited a fair hearing. 

Daniel R. Stonebraker, 20, 
Darlington, the fourth suspect 
in the shotgun slayings of the 
four sons of Mr. and Mrs. Keith © 
Spencer, is tentatively sched- | 
uled to be tried in Parke Coun- | と 
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By Steve Menestrina 


Of the four accused in the Hollandsburg 
killings, David Smith seemed the most out 
of character. He was 17, had no previous 
convictions, looked like a little kid. He was 
dirty and scared. 

How do you go from a school dropout to 
being charged with four brutal murders? To 
me he was the most intriguing. 

Wingate is seventeen miles northwest of 
Crawfordsville. Driving through the lean 
country, the farmers are plowing. The trac- 
tors throw a plume of dust. The farm houses 
are big, neatly kept. Many new expensive 
homes and cars. Just before emering Win- 
gate we pass two helicopters beside 
houses. 

Wingate is built around a grain elevator 
and a railroad track, like hundrecs of small 
rural towns. Maybe 300-400 pecole live 
here. Once solid and prosperous, it s siowly 
fading away. There are still nice homes. >ut 
empty stores, trailers and junk cars in rn 
yards seem to be taking over. 

Innocent rural America is dead. Mavoe 
there were once places hidden from me 
rougn radical 1960s, drugs and changing 
life styles. They're all gone now. It hits ycu 

| solid in the face. Here the young girls cress 
| like drive-in movie Lolitas, the young men 
| seem 1968 nips and greasers. Once it was 
| wild to have a Pabst and drive fast, now it's 
| plenty of dope and quick sex. There are go 
| more good and decent places hidden from 
i the world. 

David Smith lived in a trailer with his 
| mother, stepfather and a changing bunch 
| of halt or stepbrothers and sisters. Dis- 

carded bikes and other junk is under the 
trailer. The screened door is screenless. 
They are almost poor. 

BROTHER TOM TALKS 

Tom is David Smith's half brother. He is 
close to David and had an opinion how 
Smith got into this fix. He sits on the hood 
of a high performance car and talks. 

How did David Smith meet 
Drollinger? 

“I introduced them. It was over at Alamo 
(a small town). I knew Roger... Hell, | used 
to run with him for three years.“ 

You ran with him? Why? 


Roger 


Pahn 

uwe were riding cycles and 1SfArted going 
around together. He was an all right guy. 
Hard to believe this about him. He had a 
new Corvette. His dad got it for him after he 
got out of jail one time. | drove it for him.” 
Tom recalls a story about how fine the car 
was. He enjoys the memory of it. It didn’t 
seem unusual to him to be a chauffeur for a 
twenty year old. 

What were your and Drollinger's friends 
like? 

“We were strictly a wild bunch", he 
laughs. "But we really didn't do anything 
any other guys wouldn't do. Race around, 
drink some beer, see the girls. Like that.” 
Through this period Drollinger” was the 
alleged leader of a two-state drug ring. 
Later, he was convicted on drug sales 
charges. It's not as innocent as Tom 
remembers. "| really liked him. Admired 
him... I guess. There was nothing he 
couldn't do. He was that smart. Really 
smart, he could have been anything he 
wanted. He knew things an ordinary guy 
wouldn't. 

Tom goes into a long story about how 
smart Drollinger is. He talks about always 
having a good time, Drollinger always hav- 
ing money and the like. 

Did Drollinger have a lot of charm? ~ 

“He was a great bullshitter. He could 
really lay it on, smooth and slick like a polit- 
ician. He could get you doing what he 
wanted.” There's some anger in his voice 
now. 

Why did you stop running with him? 

“Got older and wiser I guess." 

Did you guys use a lot of drugs? 

“I wouldn't know about that...” 

Come on, why did you stop running with 
him? 

“He got into drug selling heavy and | 
split.” Tom tells a half-explained story in- 
volving stolen tools and someone's attempt 
to plant them on him. There was some 
anger and dislike when they parted. 

Why did David Smith go with Drollinger? 

"David worked on the Drollinger farm last 
summer and lived in their house. He was 
with him day and night. Last fall when 
David was out of school, he didn't have 
nothing to do all day long and Roger came 

(continued on page 15) 
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Top, the main street of Wingate looks like 
many small Hoosier towns, a short stretch 
lined with stores, some vacant, Bottom, rela- 
tives of David Smith talk about him with Spec- 
tator reporter Steve Menestrina outside the | 
Smith trailer near Wingate. (Photos by Jerry | 
Menestrina) 


by and got him a lot. He use to talk about 
how Roger did this and that. He was one of 
Roger's fans. David needed a good adult 
model this year, and he didn't have it. | was 
north working and ho was with Roger most 
of tha time." 

From å tles and others in the area I 
learned trait David is alleged to have been 
involved in buraiaries. handling stolen 
goods and drug saies in the past year. 
However, no charges were ever brought 
against him. The beginning of these 
alleged crimes coincides with his meeting 
Drollinger. 

Did Drotlinger ever have guns in the car? 

"Oh, a .22 rifle mostly. Nothing really 
big.” 

How do you feel about your running with 
Drollinger? 

‘| had some good times. I don't regret it. 
But, I'm giad I was north when this hap- 
pened.” 

in the forty-five minutes we talked Tom 
said several times, "It's hard to believe it,“ 
about the crime and Drollinger's and 
Smith's alleged involvement. But never did 
he say he didn't think they did it. I found 
this unusual. 

He took this event as an "it can happen" 


thing in a life his family finds tough. He's 
sorry his brother's involvement in it, but 
doesn't regret introducing him to 
Drollinger. He still has some admiration 
and envy for Drollinger and the lifestyle 
Drollinger seemed to offur. He and David 
Smith were just waiting to be taken in, and 
it seems they were. 

It's easy for a young person, not settled 
on values, to admire a flashy, sharp talking, 
cool acting older person. Some young peo- 
ple in Montgomery county took the wrong 
adult as their model in life. 

In Wingate I met two fifteen-year-old girls 
who were friends of David Smith. They 
found him a nice boy, a good friend, kind 
and decent to people. They don't believe 
he's involved in the Hollandsburg murders. 
One of the girls knows Drollinger well, but 
“| don't want to say anything," was her 
most common answer. She is the daughter 
of Linda Claycomb, the woman who took 
Drollinger and Smith to Florida when they 
fled arrest. 

Claycomb lives in a trailer one block from 
David Smith's trailer. She has been de- 
scribed as Drollinger's girl friend. Whether 
she was or not, Drollinger was often there 
and seen with her in Crawfordsville. 


She was lying behind her trailer taking 
the sun in a white, two-ploce sult but didn't 
say anything to us. 

Indiana Stute Police officers flew to 
Florida ta question her involvement with 
Drotlinger's and Smith's flight. No Informa- 
tion concerning her has been released by 
the state police. After questioning, no 
charges were filed against her. Linda 
Claycomb seems a likely witness in the 
coming trials. 

Also in Wingate is Mrs. Roger Drollinger. 
She moved back with her mother after 
Drollinger’s and Smith's flight with Linda 
Claycomb to Florida. They did not seem to 
be home when | was in Wingate. When an- 
nouncing his innocence Drollinger said he 
and Smith were at his home the night of the 
murder. She is expected to be a defense 
witness in the trials. During the Drollinger 
press conference Mrs. Drollinger posed 
beside him, though she had left his parent's 
home weeks before. 

The people of Wingate are uncomforta- 
ble about the notoriety that David Smith has 
brought to them. They would like to go 
back to being "just a small town in In- 
diana.” 

So would the people of Hollandsburg. 
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Arraignment in Rockville >: 


Drollinger and 
Smith face the 
hostility of a 

curious Crowd 


By Steve Menestrina 


“WELCOME TO THE GREATEST SHOW 
ON EARTH!!!” 


Monday: No unseen voice called the 
public to the Rockville Courthouse square 
to watch the arraignment of David Smith, 
17, on four murder charges. They were 
there none the less. 

After a week of rainy cold weather, Mon- 
day was warm and sunny. A great day for a 
-picnic or taking the kids to a park, or...a 
circus. The 100 or so Parke County citizens 
waited for the show to start. Ordinary 
citizens sat on the courthouse railings, 
gathered in groups on the grass, or sat in 
their cars waiting for Smith to appear. 

He would be charged with four counts of 
murder in the deaths of the Spencer family 
of Hollandsburg. Four young men were 
already dead. If the four accused are con- 
victed they will spend most of their lives in 
prison. That’s as serious as anything can 
be. 

“GET YOUR REFRESHMENTS HERE!!!” 

There's a macabre but festive feeling 
about it all. "They oughta line them up and 
blow their heads off,” a retired man says to 
his friend. The card playing bunch from the 
courthouse basement have come up to 
watch. A woman holding a baby says, 
“They oughta hang um, bring back the 
death penalty.” Traffic drives past very 
slowly, hoping for a view of the accused. 

Someone shouts to a friend, "Hey, the 
state police caught Drollinger.” In two or 
three minutes everyone knows it. Some 
return to their cars to listen to the radio. 
The talk turns to the elusive Roger 
Drollinger, the alleged leader of the group. 
The talk is almost happy at the punishments 
the public says it wants for Drollinger. 
They're anticipating the pleasure of punish- 
ing him. 

“It looks like a lynch mob,” a news 
photographer says to me. No, they're too 
old and just angry. Not crazy. Ordinary peo- 
ple, scared and angry at brutal events they 
don't understand and can’t control. Just the 
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The local TV crew is attracting citizens to 
its camera. It's hard to tell how much of this 
obscene circus is caused by media ex- 
posure about the crime and the accused. 
People are eager to talk to the TV about 
their feelings. A newsman next to me looks 
around and shakes his head negatively. 
“How much is natural interest and how 
much do we cause? | ask myself that some- 
times. . I just don't know.” 

“PLEASE BE PATIENT THE SHOWS 
ABOUT TO BEGIN!!!” 
ith, mother of David, sits with 


friends under a tree. They're talking about 

everyday things, a little about David. A man 

passes Mrs. Smith a soft drink. She's anx- 
ious and fidgets with her blouse. Mrs. Smith 

is also angry about being misquoted by a 

newsman. “I said ‘If David's guilty, then he 

should be punished. He deserves a fair 
trial.’ That's what I said.” 

It's boring waiting and newsmen trade 
rough stories about a law officer they know. 
Finally! Here he comes. 

"IN THE SECOND RING THE WILD 

ANIMALS! STAY BACK PLEASE!" 

David Smith is led from a car by a state 
police officer. As a courtesy they wait for a 
Parke County sheriff's deputy to walk the 
distance to the courtroom with them. But 
it's strictly a state police show. Smith is fil- 
thy. Mud stains on his boots, Levis and shirt 
up to the chest level. He has been running 
in these clothes for weeks. Smith was cap- 
tured in Lexington, Kentucky, by railroad 
employees. His long hair is oily but com- 
bed. The tip of a comb pokes out of his hip 
pocket, Fonzie style. 

The public has been waiting for a mean 
looking man, but Smith is just a short, skin- 
ny boy. No one shouts the obscenities | 
heard at Stonebraker and Michael Wright's 
court appearance. You can't feel pity for 
Smith, because of the brutalness of his 
alleged crime but neither can you have 
violent hate at such a poor looking boy (see 
other story). 

In the court room Smith looks ahead and 
straightens his mustard colored T-shirt as 
the charges are read. It's over in five or six 
minutes. Anti-climactic after the wait. 

"AND IN THE CENTER RING THE MAIN 
ATTRACTION!!!” 

Wednesday: What we've all been waiting 
for, Roger Drollinger will be arraigned. 
Drollinger, who was free on bail before sen- 
tencing in a drug sales case, is alleged to 
have led his three co-defendants to the 
Spencer trailer on February 12. It is 
allegedly he who invoked the "leave no wit- 
nesses” pact that caused the death of four 
young men and injury to their mother. 

For five weeks Drollinger and Smith 
eluded the state police of Indiana and 
Florida. Every other day they were sup- 
posed to have been sighted somewhere 
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Í either in Indianå or the swamp lands of 

Florida. i 

While dramatic, these sightings were in- 
correct. The Spectator has learned from 
sources in Rockville and Crawfordsville 
that after fleeing the state to Florida, they 
did not return until Smith's capture in Ken- 
tucky and Drollinger's surrender in In- 

| dianapolis. It appears they spent much of 
their time travelling north by foot and by 
hitching rides in cars and on trains. Smith 
was bruised and bloody-footed when 
caught in Kentucky. 

The media coverage and Drollinger's TV 
press conference before surrender has 

| made Drollinger especially into a Parke 
| Cöunty folk villain. On a slow news day, the 

Hollandsburg killings made the national TV 

news and a national news magazine. Sud- 

denly Parke County and anything con- 
nected with the killings was important stuff. 

Never mind that it is all negative. It's big 
| time. 

“Drollinger's attorney is shrewd. He's 
already setting up an appeal if he loses and 
he's using us to do it,“ a reporter says to 
me. He's referring to the TV press con- 
ference Drotlinger had in which he 
proclaimed his innocence and gave as 
reason for his surrender a fear for his 
family’s safety. All the while he was bounc- 
ing his small daughter on his lap. 

Tney are working the anger of Parke 
County people, hoping to show that 
Drollinger could never receive a fair trial 
there. And then if they lose the trial, their 

| appeal case is already set. The crowd is 
heavier today, two hundred perhaps. 
They're talking rougher, louder, but still I 
hear, "Give them a fair trial." It is said a lot, 
this is no mob. 

The deputies are out in force. One atop a 
building south of the square is holding a ri- 
fle. Later they say, "It's all for show, to im- 
press the public.” It is obvious he couldn't 
shoot into the crowd to stop a would be 
avenger. It is adramatic scene and good for 
Drollinger's case. 

“AND HERE'S THE STAR, TAKE ALL THE 
PICTURES YOU WANT!!!" 

Drollinger walks between the State 
Police detectives. News men crowd him, 
asking questions. TV cameras film him, In- 


stamatic bulbs flash! He answers nothing 
only saying, “I fear for my family and my lit- 
tle girl.” 

People are taking home movies and 
home snapshots. What's wrong with them? 

Why do you want them? “We thought 
they'd be good to have,” a shoorer Says. 

Why? "Just because.” 

He's famous? "| don't know?” A poor 
answer. It’s a gross scene. Obscene. 

The court room is packed. Peocie have 
been waiting on the old, hard bercges for 
over an hour. Deputies check cœats and 
purses. It’s more formality than sercus- 
ness. These are decent people, warmng a 
trial not another murder. The searcn im- 
presses them though, another show for re 
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pubjic. 


Drollinger’s at- 
but asks for a 
expected. He'll get 
-Publicized Norton 9 
county also. 
Super cool“ 


“a 


day. 

Afterwards, he hu i 

・ gs his parents. 

look old and tired, he has put years on er 
n these past weeks. Again in a county- 
Bence De FY he’ innocent and he's 

3 IS family. It seems 
eee If he says it enough, w Walt 
emember it. oe 
1 = Å is back to the Brazil jail where he 
de o/ e appears for a 
Crawfordsvi yen goes to 


9 on his drug 
years. 
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Roger Drollinger 
marches to the Parke 
County Courthouse 
following his sur- ll 
render in in- 
dianapolis. He is 
flanked by Indiana 
State Police detec- 
tives and a Parke 
County sheriff 
; deputy. (Photo by Je- 
r rry Menes trina) 
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Smith Arraignment Delayed 


Pending Psychiatric Tests 


RENSSELAER, Ind. (UPI) 
— Arraignment of David W. 
Smith, 17, Wingate, on four 
charges of first-degree murder 
in the St. Valentine's Day shot- 
gun murders of four Parke 
County brothers has been con- 
tinued pending psychiatric ex- 
aminations. 

Neither Smith nor his main 
counsel, John S. Capper IV of 
Carwfordsville, were present 
when the request for psy- 
chiatric examinations was 
presented. Rensselaer attorney 
Ed Dumas, who is cooperating 
in the case which was moved fo 


Northern Indiana from Parke 
County, presented the request, 
saying two psychiatrists should 
examine Smith to determine 
whether he is competent to help 
take part in his defense. 

Jasper Circuit Court Judge 
Michael Kanne granted the re- 
quest, setting June 2 as the date 
for a hearing to name the two 
exmaination officers. 

Kanne also set Oct. 4 as å 
tentative date for the beginning 
of the trial. 

Smith is one of four Mont- 
gomery County men who each 
face four counts of first-degree 
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murder in the Act The 
four are standing trial sepa- 
rately because each was 
granted a change of venue to 
counties selected from lists 
that did not contain overlaps. 

The other suspects in the 
case are Daniel Stonebraker, 
20, Darlington; Michael 
Wright, 21, Crawfordsville, and 
Roger C. Drollinger. 24, Way- 
netown. 

Killed as they lay face down 
in the living room of the family 
modular home west of Raccoon 
Lake at Hollandsburg were 
Gregory Brooks, 22, and his 
stepbrothers, Ralph, Reeve and 
Raymond Spencer. 

Mrs. Betty Spencer, mother 
of Brooks and stepmother of 
the other three, was also shot in 
the attack, but was left for dead 
when the blast blew off her wig. 
Mrs. Spencer survived the at- 
tack and provided information 
on which police arrested the 
four. 


Drollinger is slated for a 
| hearing Thursday in Blackford 


Circuit Court in Hartford City. 
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David Smith Given 
A Change Of Venue 


3 son (Brownstown), Decatur 
(Greensburg), Jasper (Rennse- 
laer), Benton (Fowler). 

Capper immediately objected 
to the choice of Benton Circuit 
Court as one of the choices saying 
the Norton murder trial was held 
there last summer. Judge Dowd 
asked the attorney if he thought 
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Seventeen-year-old David 
Smith of Wingate, the youngest 
of the four Hollandsburg murder 
suspects, received a change of 
venue in Parke Circuit Court 
Wednesday afternoon, April 27. 

The hearing on the motion to 
hold Smith's trial in a different 
court than Parke came as å 
surprise. It was not announced in 
advance by either the court or the 
prosecutor's office. Apparently, 
authorities were trying to 
eliminate the almost circus-like 
atmosphere that has surrounded 
court appearances of the de- 
fendants since their capture. At 
every hearing, the courthouse 
lawn has been crowded with up to 
150 spectators plus a large 
number of newspaper reporters 
and photographers, radio station 
personnel and television camera- 


men. One courthouse source 
indicated that perhaps more 
people were coming to the 


hearings to get on television than 
actually to see the defendants. 

Smith appeared in court with 
his pauper attorney, John Capper 
of Crawfordsville. Two other 
defendants, Daniel Stonebraker 
and Michael Wright are also 
being defended by court ap- 
pointed attorneys, paid for by 
Parke County. Stonebraker is 
represented by Donald Gibson of 
Veedersburg while Stephen True- 
blood of Terre Haute is defending 
Wright. Roger Drollinger, sup- 
posed by many to be leader of the 
gang and a central figure in a 
midwestern dope ring, is the only 
suspect paying for his own legal 
counsel, Nile Stanton of Indian- 
apolis. 

Smith’s attorney presented 
evidence showing the tremendous 
publicity which has been given 
the murders of four young men of 
the Keith Spencer family near 
Hollandsburg, the chase and 
capture of the four suspects and 
their subsequent court ap- 
pearances. 

Capper cited newspapers in 
Rockville, Lafayette, Crawfords- 
ville, Terre Haute and Indian- 
apolis plus area radio and 
«television stations for creating an 
atmosphere which would make it 
impossible for his client to get a 
fair trial in Parke County. Capper 
also said the publicity would 
make it impossible to get a fair 
and impartial trial anywhere in 
western Indiana. 


The attorney told Judge Earl 
Dowd that the Rockville Republi- 
can and Rockville Tribune had 
run continuous front page stories 
concerning the murders and the 
suspects which were all pre- 
Judiced against his client. He said 
an issue of the Tribune also ran 
an FBI Wanted poster” of 
Smith. 

Capper told Judge Dowd that 
the Lafayette Courier-Journal had 
run interviews with Parke County 
people who said that Smith and 
the other suspects should "be 
shot or hung.’’ He added that the | 
Crawfordsville — Journal-Review | 
and published interviews with 
Parke County residents saying 
"there should be a lynching.” 
Capper stated that the television 


coverage spread the story 
Ses 2 ae 
throughout westérn Indiana. 


Capper also 
Channel 13 television in Indian- 
apolis for holding an interview 
with Keith Spencer in the home 
where the murders occurred. 
Spencer is employed as an 
engineer for Channel 13. Capper 
then stated that Channel 6 in 
Indianapolis had shown interior 
photos of the Spencer home, had 
speculated on motives for the 
murders and how they might have 
happened. 

Capper said he "could go on 
and on” detailing the amount of 
prejudicial publicity given his 
client in the news media. He also 
said there were reports that a 
great number of Parke County 
residents were arming them- 
selves with weapons, ‘‘not out of 
fear but out of anger.” Capper 
said there had been many 
references to the suspects as a 
Manson type gang, referring to 
convicted murder-for-thrill killer 
and cult leader Charles Manson 
in California. 

Judge Dowd was told by 
Capper that such publicity had 
never been felt before by this area 
concerning any other crime. He 
asked that any west central 
county and those immediately 
south of Parke County not be 
considered as a trial site. 

Judge Dowd, in granting the 
venue change request, named 
courts in Knox County (Vin- 
cennes), Ripley County (Madi- 
son), Harrison (Corydon), Jack- 
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had had continuous stories also | 


singled out 


that might add ‘‘some stigma to 


| your client’s trial?“ and Capper 


said he thought it would. 
Parke County prosecutor Clel- 


land Hanner said there was no 


need to change the courts named 
since Capper had the opportunity 
to eliminate Benton County by 
striking. Judge Dowd denied 
Capper's motion and let the 
original list stand. 

The attorneys were given ten 
days to alternately strike courts 
from the list until one is left. 
There Smith's trial will be held. 

In changes of venue actions for 
Wright and Drollinger, it was 
agreed by the defense and 
prosecution to try Wright in 
Daviess Circuit Court in Wash- 
ington and Drollinger in Black- 
ford Circuit Court at Hartford 
City. 

At Hartford City, Drollinger 
will probably face Judge Bruce 
Bade who sentenced Benjamin 
Woody last fall to life imprison- 
ment for the stabbing of Christine 
and Brett Norton in Rockville in 
January of 1976. Woody con- 
tended he was hired for the 
murders by the husband and 
father of the two, Donald Chet“ 
Norton so Norton could get the 
insurance money. Bade verbally 
lashed Woody at the sentencing | 
and pledged to personally appear 
at any parole hearing to object to 


| Woody ever getting out of prison. 


Smith was returned to the 
Parke County jail to be held until | 
the new court is selected. For his 
appearance in court he was 
guarded by two sheriff deputies 
and a Rockville city police officer. 


| Wright is still being held in Parke 


County, but is expected to be | 
transferred to Daviess County 
sometime this week. Drollinger is | 
confined to the State Diagnostic 

Center at Plainfield. | 

Stonebraker is at the Parke 
County jail. His attorney has yet 
to ask for a change of venue, 
although there is no doubt that 
request will be made. 

None of the suspects have yet 
entered a plea as to their guilt or 
innocence. That apparently will | 
be the first action in the new | 
courts selected for their trials. 

Judge Dowd revealed that he 
has denied a motion as special 
judge for Montgomery County in 


the Drollinger drug case that 


Drollinger be required to 
complete serving of a sentence on 


| assault and battery charge with 


intent to satisfy sexual desires. 
That charge was brought by the 
father of his present wife Kathy, 


| before the couple was married 


and she was 13 years old. 
Drollinger will appear before 
Judge Dowd on another drug 
charge and a violation of the 
| Indiana Firearms Act in Mont- 
| gomery County on July 18. He 
| will appear before Special Judge 
| Richard Groover of Danville, 
| Indiana in Bonne Circuit Court at 
| Lebanon on a charge of assault 


| Stonebraker has a trial set for a 
|variety of drug possession and 
sale charges in Carrol County 
| Circuit Court at Delphi on July S. 
In the Hollandsburg case, all 
four are charged with four counts 

| of first degree murder. 


Trial Site 
y N ニ ジ ン ン C755 JOSEP 


国 


Possible Sites For 
David Smith 


[D] Trial Site Of 
Roger Drollinger 


Trial Sites Of 
Michael Wright 


Wright Tr 


(im 75 * 
o Daviess County 


Oo MAY 6 1977 


Michael Wright, 21, 
Crawfordsville, has been trans- 
ferred from Parke County jail 
in Rockville to Daviess County 
jail in Washington, Ind., await- 
ing trial on four counts of first 
degree murder. 

Wright and three others have 
been charged with the murder 
of Ralph, Reeve and Raymond 
Spencer and their stepbrother 
Gregory Brooks at their rural 
Hollandsburg home Feb. 14. 

David Smith, 17, Wingate, 


and Daniel R. Stonebraker, 20, 
Darlington, remain in the 
Parke County jail. They also 
are suspects in the slaying, as 
is Roger Drollinger, 24, Way- 
netown, who is being held in the 
Diagnostic Center at Plain- | 
field. 


Drollinger's trial-has been 


shifted to Hartford City in 
Blackford Circuit Court and 


Smith is awaiting a change of 
1 


venue from Parke County. 
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Wright To Return * 


To Parke 
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Michael Wright of Crawfords- 
ville, accused of slaying four 
members of the Keith Spencer 
family near Hollandsburg last 
February, will be returned to 
Parke County for confinement. 
That decision was made Monday 
by Daviess Circuit Court Judge 
James R. Arthur in Washington, 
Indiana. 

Judge Arthur ruled that it 
appears to the court that the 
psychiatric examination of Wright 
has not been completed” and he 
was ordered returned to Parke 
County until that examination 
was complete. 

At the request of Steven 
Trueblood of Terre Haute, 
Wright's attorney, Judge Earl 
Dowd appointed two Terre Haute 
psychiatrists to examine Wright 
soon after his arrest last March. 
Wright protested one of those 
examinations according to re- 
ports, the one with Dr. Gene 
Moore. Wright claimed that a 
Parke County Sheriff Deputy 
stood too close” and was able to 
hear what was being said. 

Trueblood has also requested 
that a complete mental history of 


Wright be submitted to deter- 


mine if his client can help in his 


defense and if he was capable of 
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"forming an intent’’ to commit a 
crime. 

Judge Arthur said he would 
hold another hearing for Wright 
once the examinations are 
completed and the medical 
mental history file is submitted. 


He has also withheld making a 


ruling on a motion by Trueblood 
that Wright be sent to the Vigo 
County jail at Terre Haute for 


more convenient legal consulta- 


tion. 


As of this morning (Wednes- 


day) the Parke County Sheriff’s 
Department had no set plans to 
make the trip to southern Indiana 
to pick up Wright. 


The court decision put three of 
the four murder suspects back in 
2 Parke County. David Smith’s 
= attorney received | approval from 

Parke Circuit Court Judge Earl 


Dowd that his client be kept in 
Parke County even after his trial 
site of Jasper Circuit Court at 
Rennsselaer was picked, for more 
convenient consultation with his 


attorney, John Capper of 


Crawfordsville. 

Normally, defendants receiving 
a change of venue are moved to 
the selected county’s jail to await 
trial. 

Also in the Parke County 
lockup is Daniel Stonebraker. He 
is awaiting a decision from Judge 
Dowd on moving his trial from 
Parke County because of publicity 
surrounding the case. That ruling 
has not yet been made but there 
is little doubt that the change will 
be approved, as it was for the 
other three suspects. 

Roger Drollinger is at the 
Indiana State Prison in Michigan 
City serving a maximum 15 year 
sentence for six drug violations in 
Montgomery County. His drug 
trial was in progress at the time 
the Hollandsburg murders took 
place. 

In an unexpected move 
Monday, Jasper Circuit Court 
Judge Michael Kanne set a trial 
date for: Smith on October 4. 
Parke County’s legal community 
expressed surprise at the decision 
to set a trial date since normally 
that is not done until a guilty or 
not guilty plea is entered by the 
defendant. Smith has not yet 
entered such a plea. 

Smith was to have entered the 
plea Monday but the court 
hearing was cancelled when his 
lawyer asked for a continuance 
because he was involved in 
another trial in Montgomery 
County. 

However, Rensselaer attorney 
Ed Dumas, who is apparently 
serving as local counsel” for 
Smith in Jasper County, pre- 
sented a request to the court 
asking that two psychiatrists 
examine the 17-year-old de- 
fendant to determine if he is 
competent to help take part in his 
defense. 

Judge Kanne granted that 


motion, setting June 2 as the date 


or a hearing to name the two 
examiners. It was at this time he 
also set the tentative date for the 
trial. 

Drollinger is scheduled to be in 
Blackford Circuit Court at 
Hartford City tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) to enter his plea in the case. 
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f he does, he wi be the first of 


the four suspects to actually do 
I so. There is little doubt what that 


plea will be since Drollinger has 
claimed in several interviews that 


he was home in bed with his wife 
at the time of the murders. He 


alsv says Smith was sleeping at 
his house that night also. 
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By RAY CRONIN JR. 
Star Valley Editor 


Roger Clay Drollinger, one of 
four persons charged with the 
murder of four Hollandsburg 
brothers, will go on trial Aug. 
30 in Blackford Circuit Court in 
Hartford City, Ind. 

Judge Bruce Bade set the 
trial date Thursday after Droll- 
inger pleaded innocent to first- 
degree murder charges of kill- 
ing four young brothers in their 
modular home near 
Hollandsburg in Parke County 
Feb. 14. 

Bade agreed to appoint Indi- 
anapolis lawyer Nile Stanton as 
Drollinger’s pauper attorney. 
Stanton had helped arrange 
Drollinger’s surrender to au- 
thorities at Indianapolis. 

The trial of Drollinger, 23, 
Waynetown, was moved to 


Drollinger 


ommunity Affai 


Hartford City on a change of 
venue from Parke County. 

Also charged with murder 
and being tried elsewhere are 
David W. Smith, 17, Wingate, 
Michael Wayne Wright, 21, 
Crawfordsville, and Daniel R. 
Stonebraker, Darlington. 

Killed in the shotgun 
massacre were Gregory 
Brooks, 22, and his teen-aged 
stepbrothers, Ralph, Reeve and 
Marc Raymond Spencer. 

John Dowd, Parke County 
deputy prosecutor who will han- 
dle the case, said Betty 
Spencer, mother of Brooks and 
stepmother of the Spencer 
youths, would be a key witness 
for the state. She was the lone 
survivor of the St. Valentime’s 
Day killings. 

Parke County Prosecutor 
Clelland Hanner earlier said 
authorities have drawn a list of 
72 prospective witnesses for the 
trial. 

Drollinger is the first of the 
four suspects to have com- 
pleted arraignment proceed- 
ings and the second to have a 
tentative trial date scheduled. 

On Monday, Smith’s arraign- 
ment in Jasper Circuit Court in 
Rensselaer was delayed pend- 
ing tests to be made by court- 
appointed psychiatrists as to 
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whether Smith is able to partic- 
ipate in his own defense. Jasper 
Circuit Court Judge Michael 
Kane set a mental competancy 
hearing for June 2 and set Oct. 
4 as the possible trial date for 
Smith. Smith's court-appointed 
attorney is John Capper of 
Crawfordsville. 

All four murder suspects 
have asked for a change of 
venue from Parke County, cit- 
ing prejudicial news coverage 
as reasons they could not get a 
fair trial in Rockville. 

Parke Circuit Court Judge 
Earl M. Dowd accepted a plea 
for a venue change last week 
from Stonebraker. No site has 
yet been set for his hearing. 

Wright is to stand trial in 
Daviess Circuit Court in Wash- 
ington. Ind. No tentative date 
has been set for him to stand 
trial. He is being defended by 
Stephen Trueblood of Terre 
Haute. 

Stonebraker is being repre- 
sented in court on the murder 
charge by Donald Gibson of 
Veedersburg. Stonebraker also 
has a July 5 trial date in Carroll 
Circuit Court on a series of 
drug charges on a case venued 
from Montgomery County. 
Edgar Husted of 
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Crawfordsville is his attorney 
concerning the drug charges. 

Drollinger, reportedly the 
leader of the four, has been 
concvicted and sentenced on 
drug charges. 

The four Montgomery County 
men were the subject of a long 
and exhaustive investigation 
and search by Indiana State 
Police and Federal Bureau of 
Investigations agents following 
the murders, which apparently 
came about in a $30-robbery of 
the family. 

Other robberies took place in 
the area the week before the 


( 
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murders. Nearly a month after 
the slayings, warrants were is- 
sued for the four subjects and 
Stonebraker was arrested at 
Crawfordsville March 

Wright was captured in Cali- 
fornia, Smith was found in Lou- 
isville and Drollinger was the 
last to be taken when he was 
turned in at Indianapolis about 
two months ago. 
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ROCKVILLE, Ind. (Special) 
— Indianapolis attorney Nile 
Stanton has requested $44,000 in 
pauper attorney's fees from 
Parke County for the defense of 
accused mass murderer Roger 
Drollinger. 

Stanton was originally ob- 
tained as counsel for Drollinger 
before he surrenderedsto FBI 
agents in Indianapolis. He has 


since been appointed pauper's. 


attorney for the Montgomery 
County young man accused in 
the St. Valentine Day shotgun 
slayings of four Parke County 
brothers. : 


Stanton submitted a petition 


to Parke County requesting 
$25,000 for himself, with an 
advance payment of $15,000; 
$15,000 for his co-counsel, with 
an $8,000 advance payment; 
$3,000 for detectives to be paid 
in advance; and $1,000 for ‘‘out- 
of-pocket“ expenses, such as 
travel, iong distance telephone 
calls and other expenses. 

Parke Circuit Court Judge 
Earl Dowd is to rule on the 
petition. - 


Pysch iatrists 


Named To 


If Smith Can St and Trial | 


Jasper Circuit Court Judge 


Michael S. Kanne has appointed 


two pyschiatrists to examine 
David W. Smith, one of four 
suspects in the Hollandsburg 
murder case. The pyschiatrists 
will be asked if Smith is mentally 


: competent to stand trial and help 


with his defense. 


Judge Kanne set June 27 for a 
hearing on the results of those 
examinations. 


Smith’s attorney, John Capper 
of Crawfordsville, made the 
request for the examination on 
May 23. That was the date Smith 
was to appear in the Jasper Court 
at Rensselear to enter a guilty or 
not guilty plea. However, Capper 
said he had a conflict with a trial 
in Montgomery County and the 
completion of arraignment was 
cancelled. The examination re- 
quest was made on Smith's behalf 
by Ed Dumas, a Rensselear 
attorney, who is apparently the 
defense’s local counsel in Jasper 
County. 

At that time, Judge Kanne also 


set October 4 as the tentative 
opening date of Smith’s trial. He 


is charged with four counts of first 
degree murder in the slaying of 
Raymond, Reeve and Ralph 
Spencer and their stepbrother, 
Greg Brooks, on February 14. 

Parke Circuit Court Judge Earl 
Dowd has still not ruled on a 
requested change of venue 
motion from Daniel Stonebraker, 
charged with the same crime. 
That request was submitted by 
Stonebraker's attorney, Don 
Gibson of Veedersburg, the latter 
part of May. There is little doubt 
that the motion will be approved. 
Then Dowd will submit a list of 
seven possible trial sites to the 
defense and prosecution for 
striking purposes. 

Judge Dowd also has not ruled 
on a change of venue request for 
Roger Drollinger, another suspect 
in the murder case, on a drug 
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rge trial in / Montgomery 
County where Dowd was 
scheduled to preside as special 
judge. Drollinger's attorney, Nile 
Stanton, requested the change, 
saying his client could not get a 
fair trial in Montgomery County 
because of a previous drug 
conviction and the publicity about 
the murders. When and if Dowd 
rules favorably on Stanton's 
motion, he will submit a list of 
seven courts and once one is 
picked, will be released as judge 


の - の 6- 
from the court action. 

So far, Drollinger is the only 
one of the four to enter a plea. He 
pleaded innocent on May 26 in 
Blackford Circuit Court at 
Hartford City and had his trial 
date set for August 30. 

Drollinger is at the Indiana 
State Prison at Michigan City, 
serving a 15-year maximum 


sentence for violation of drug 
laws. Smith, Stonebraker and 
Michael Wright are all being held 
at the Parke County jail. 
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Nile Stanton of Indianapolis, court appointed pauper 
attorney for Roger Drollinger, has asked for fees 
totaling $44,000 to defend Drollinger on four counts of 
first degree murder in the Hollandsburg murder case. 

Stanton has submitted a petition requesting payment 
from Parke County of $25,000 for himself, $15,000 for co- 
counsel, $3,000 for detectives, and $1,000 for ‘‘out-of- 
pocket expenses.” 

Stanton was named pauper attorney for Drollinger 
during a May 26 appearance in Blackford Circuit Court 
at Hartford City by Judge Bruce Bade (pronounced 
body). Drollinger, reputed to be the leader of the four 
defendants charged with the slayings and a major drug 
dealer prior to his arrest, said he could not afford to 
hire an attorney and his assets amounted to $5 cash. He 
said his family could not raise the money to pay for 
legal counsel. 

Judge Bade appointed Stanton as Drollinger’s at- 
torney. All four defendants now have pauper attorneys, 
their fees to be paid by Parke County. The situation 
puts the county in the unique position of paying to both 
prosecute and defend all four. 

In asking for the $44,000, Stanton said it was justified 
because of "the time involved, counsel’s expertise, 
background and present level of income.” Stanton 
claimed the fee was fair and reasonable“ and was 
"the same as quoted to the family” for defense of 
Drollinger. 

The petition called for $25,000 for Stanton himself, 
| with an advance payment of $15,000. In requesting 
| $15,000 for co-counsel, Stanton asked that $8,000 of that 
| be paid in advance. The $3,000 payment of a private 
| detective for investigation purposes was also asked to 
be paid in advance. The $1,000 payment for ‘‘out of 
pocket expenses” was listed for travel, long distance 
calls, photocopying, etc. 

Stanton claims the fee is deserved because of the 
time involved with the case and because he will be 
turning down other business during the time he defends 
Drollinger. 

Judge Earl Dowd of Parke Circuit Court approves 
fees for pauper attorneys and has not yet ruled on 
Stanton’s request. Judge Dowd said in the past few 
years, court appointed attorneys for local cases have 
been paid $20 to 32 an hour. 
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Possible Stonebraker Trial Sites 


Possible Sites For 
Dan Stonebraker 


I Trial Site Of 
Roger Drollinger 


2 Trial Site Of 
Michael Wright 


3 Trial Site Of 
David Smith 


Stonebraker to g 


of venue In 


ROCKVILLE, Ind. — Seven 
counties have been suggested as 
possible sites for the trial of 
Daniel R. Stonebraker, 20, 
Darlington, on first-degree 
murder charges stem ming from 
the St. Valentine's Day shotgun 
slayings of four Parke County 
brothers. 

Clay County is not one of the 


Braz | Times 


Aden selected as Å 
sites. 


Just a few weeks ago, Roger C. 
Drollinger, 24, also charged in 
connection with the slayings, was 
sent to Clay County Jail for a few 
days. Later, he was sent to 


å another jail. 
Parke Circuit Court Judge Earl 


Came ka (fora 


Dowd Wednesday granted the 
change of venue for Stonebraker, 
one of four defendants in the case. 
He previously has approved 
changes of venue for the other 
three men accused in the 
Hollandsburg murders. 

Benton, Newton, Decatur, 
Whitley, Dearborn, Harrison and 
Rush counties were listed as sites 


et change 
1 slaying case 


subject to approval of Parke 
County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hammer and Donald Gibson of 
Veedersburg, Stonebraker's 
court-appointed attorney. They 
each can strike three from the 
list, with the final one the actual 
site of the trial. 
Stonebraker's trial in whi- 


chever county is slected is not 
expected to begin before Sep- 


because of court 


tember 
other pending 


vacations and 
cases. 

He is to go on trial July 5 in 
Carroll Circuit Court on drug 
charges similiar to those for 
which Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, 
was convicted earlier this year. 

Drollinger, who is alleged to 
have headed a drug-ring 
operating in west-central Indiana 
and eastern Illinois, also faces 
charges stemming from the 
execution-style slayings of the 
children of Keith and Betty 
Spencer at the family modular 
home west of Raccoon Lake. 

The other two defendants in the 
case are Michael W. Wright, 21, 
Crawfordsville and David W. 
Smith, 17, Wingate. 

All four face four counts of 
murder for the deaths of 
Raymond, Reeve and Ralph 
Spencer, all in their teens, and 
Gregory Brooks, 22, son of Betty 
Spencer. 

Mrs. Spencer, step-mother of 
the other three victims, was also 
wounded in the attack at the home 
that may have begun as a rob- 
bery. She survived by pretending 
to be dead when the blast from a 
shotgun knocked off her wig and 
later provided information 
leading to the arrest of the four 


defendants. 
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Stonebraker Trial Moved å 
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By JACK HUGHES 
Tribune Staff Writer 

ROCKVILLE, Ind. — The 
first-degree murder trial of 
Daniel R. Stonebraker, 20, 
Darlington, one of four defen- 
dants in the Hollandsburg- 
Valentine's Day murders, has 
been moved to Decatur County, 
according to Parke County of- 
ficials. 

Stonebraker, first of the de- 
fendants apprehended, was the 
last to get his case moved out of 
Parke County as venue change 
action was completed Friday, 
according to the report. His 
attorney, Don Gibson, re- 
quested the change, which was 
granted June $ when Parke 
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Circuit Judge Earl Dowd 
named seven counties from 


which the defense attorney and 


Parke Prosecutor Clelland 


` Hanner alternately struck until 


Decatur County remained. 
Meanwhile, Judge Dowd de- 
nied another defense attorney's 


request for fees totaling: 


$44,000, including a $15,000 ad- 
vance on the attorney’s own 
salary demand of $25,000. 

Nile Stanton of Indianapolis 
had been representing defen- 
dant Roger C. Drollinger as 
private counsel employed by 
the defendant's family. It is 
reported that their inability to 
continue paying his fees 
brought his appointment as a 
public defender in Blackford 


County Circuit Court, where 


that case was moved on a venue 
change. 

However, Parke County has 
the responsibility of paying 
public defenders in the case and 
Dowd ruled out- Stanton's fee 
bid as too high, saying that only 
a reasonable allowance will be 
honored. Stanton had asked 
$15,000 for assistant counsel in 
‘addition to his own $25,000 fee, 
plus $3,000 for a private in- 
vestigator and $1,000 for other 


expenses. ` 

Drollinger, 24, Warm 
was the last defendant suspect 
arrested in the investigation of 
the Feb. 14 shotgun slaying of 


four members of a rural Parke 


County family in a break-in at 
their home near Hollandsburg. 

Other defendants are 
Michael W. Wright, 21, 
Crawfordsville, whose case 
was venued to Daviess County 
and David W. Smith, 17, of 
Wingate, scheduled for trial 
Oct. 4 in Jasper Cireuit Court. 


David Smith. ) 
Held Competent 
To Stand Trial 


Community Affairs File 


RENSSELAER, Ind. (UPI) 


| — David W. Smith, 17, Wingate, — 


has been held competent to 
stand trial for first-degree 
murder in the St. Valentine's 
| Day shotgun murders of four 
Par unty brothers. 
asper Circuit Court Judge 
Michael Kanne made the ruling 
Monday after receiving a Te- 
port from psychiatrists ap- 
pointed to examine Smith and 
determine whether he is com- 
| petent to help take part in bis 
defense. He tentatively is 
| scheduled for trial Oct. 4. 

The judge also set July 11 for 
oral arguments on a defense 
motion to dismiss charges. The 
motion questions whether 
Smith was extradited legaily 
from Kentucky, among othe: 
challenges. 

Smith is the only teenager 
among four young men charged 
with the Feb. 14 slaughter of 
Gregory Brooks, 22, and his 
stepbrothers, Ralph Spencer, 
14, Reeve Spencer, 16 and Mare 
Raymond Spencer, 18. They 
were forced to lie face down on 
the floor of their Hollandsburg 
home the night of Feb. 14 by 
intruders who blasted off their 
heads with shotguns. 

The murder trials have been 
| venued from Parke County, 
| where they occurred, to other 
| counties, some distant from the 

scene. Smith's trial was sent to 
Rensselaer in Jasper County. 
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Be Dismissed 


| By JACK HUGHES 4 
Tribune Staff writer s 

“Action is expected Monday in å Black- 
ford County Circuit Court on a motion by 
the attorney for Hollandsburg- 
Valentine's Day murder defendant Rog- 
| er C. Drollinger to dismiss the charges 
against his client. 

The motion in the Hartford City coun- 
ty court by Indianapolis Attorney Nile 
Stanton charges that he cannot provide 
an effective defense for Drollinger, 
claiming that Parke County funding will 
not make depositions available at state 


expense and will not permit hiring of a | 


private investigator for the defense. 
according to reports. 

Parke County Deputy Prosecutor 
John Dowd said Friday that his office 
responded Thursday to the motion, ad- 
vising that Stanton had earlier been 
informed that arrangements could be 
made for depositions to be taken at state 
expense. As far as a private investigator 
is concerned, Dowd said further, "We 
objected to that again because we don’t 
believe he has that right.” 

Dowd said the court probably would 
act the first of next week, either by 
ruling on the motion or setting a hearing 
date. 

Stanton’s motion may have been 
lated to denial last week of his redllest 
for a $44,000 defense fund approval for 
his client, including $15,000 of his own 
fee demand of $25,000. Judge Earl Dowd 


of Parke County Circuit Court, where 


the cost of both prosecution and defense 
must be bourne for all defendants 
granted public defenders, ruled that 
Stanton’s request was too hin. 


Drollinger Motion Withdrawn; 


Trial in Hartfore Cit 


HARTFORD CITY, I 


(AP) — One defense motion 
was denied and another 
withdrawn Tuesday by defense 


attorney Nile Stanton in a hear- . 


ing concerning four charges 
first-degree murder against 
Roger Drollinger. 

Drollinger. 23. is one of four 
young men charged in the Feb. 
14 shotgun slayings of three 
Hollandsburg brothers. Ralph, 
Reeve H and Raymond M. 
Spencer and their gtep- brother. 
Gregory B Brooks. All four 


suspects in the case have been 
granted individual trials In dif- 
ferent locations on change of 
venue motions. 

Blackford Circuit Court 
Judge Bruce Bade denied a 
motion by the court-appointed 
Stanton to dismiss because of 
the prosecuting county's re- 
fusal to take depositions at pub- 
lic expense. The judge said 
there was no provision in Indi- 
ana law for such action. 

Stanton's motion to dismiss 
because Parke County officials 


refused to provide $40,000 he. 
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wanted to defend his client was 
withdrawn when Bade agreed 
to authorize $1,000 in expensés 
for private investigation of the 
charges. The judge said he 
would determine the validity of 
the expenses within the limit as 
they were submitted to him. 
“We're a little disappointed 
in the money being allowed," 
said Deputy Prosecutor John 
Dowd. "We think they're 
spending the taxpayers' money 
to run up å blind alley. SE) 
Drollinger’s trial is -sched- 
uled to hegib. August 30th., 
Another HoHandsbårg sus- 
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me Daniel R. SMaehregfen。 
20, Darlington, pleaded guilty 
Tuesday in an unrelated case. 

Stonebreaker pleaded guilty 
in Carroll Circuit Court at 
Delphi to four counts of deliver- 
ing a controlled substance and 
one count of possession of a 
controlled substance. 

The judge set July 29 for 
sentencing. Stonebreaker could 
draw a 10-year prison term. ` 

Stonebreaker's trial was to 
have opened Tuesday. The case 
was moved to Delphi from 
Montgomery County on a 
change of venue. 
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. RENSSELAER, Ind. (UPI) 
— David W. Smith, 17, Wingate, 
has pleaded innocent to the 
shotgun murders of four Parke 
County brothers last February. 

Jasper Circuit Court Judge 
Michael Kanne Monday re- 
tained Smith's trial date of Oct. 
4 on charges of slaying Gregory 
Brooks and his stepbrothers, 
Ralph, Reeve and Raymond 
Spencer. 

The judge said he 1 rule 
July 18 on a motion by defense 
attorney John Capper IV that 


Smith be returned to Kentucky 


for à proper urs pro- 
ceeding before standing trial. 

The four victims, ranging in 
age from 22 to 14, were forced 
to lie face down on the living 
room floor of their family's 
mobile home 
Hollandsburg Feb. 14 by in- 
truders who blasted them re- 
peatedly with shotguns. 

Mrs. Betty Spencer, mother 
of Brooks and stepmother of 
the other three, escaped with 
her life after a blast knocked 
off her wig and the gunmen 
thought it was the ep of pe 
head. 

Smith entered the fansen 
pleas without waiving his right 
to object to competency hear- 
ings conducted last month 
which showed he was fit to 
stand trial. 

Capper also entered a motion 
to dismiss charges based on the 
contention that Smith was in- 
correctly returned from Ken- 
tucky. 

Under Indiana law, a minor 
accused of a homicide goes 


ne aT 


directly before the circuit court 
which decides whether there is 
some mitigating circumstances 
that indicate he should not be 
tried as an adult but should be 
Sent to juvenile court: i 
In Kentucky, a minor ac- 

cused of a serious crime is first 
taken into juvenile court, where 


„. a hearing is conducted concern- 
ing his prior record and the 


nature of the offense to de- 
termine whether he should be 
bound over to an adult court. 

Capper argued that on April I 
Smith was brought before the 
juvenile court judge for 
Fayette County, Ky., then held 
in jail until April 8 when the 
Fayette Circuit Court ordered 
him returned to Indiana 
without being bound over to the 
adult court. 

He said this procedure vio- 
lated Smith's: rights to due 
process of law. 0 

Capper said that Smith 
should be returned to Lex- 
ington, Ky., for new proceed- 
ings before standing trial in 
Indiana. 


Smith Pleads Innocent To Charges 


Of Hollandsburg ro 
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By RAY CRONIN JR. ghs : 


ster Vale Editor ` 
David Wagne Smith, youngest of the 
four suspects in the Feb. 14 slayings of 
four brothers at. Helfasdsburg, Ind., 
1 iN is in Rensselaer 


RET 5 
in Jasper circuit Cast at Rensselaer on 


av murder. > 


‘fairs 


‘Oct. 4. と / Judge Michael S. Canas 
took under advisement a motion by 
defense attorney John F. Capper IV, 
Crawfordsville, to dismiss all charges. 


-+ Smith, Roger Clay Drollinger, 
Michael Wright and Daniel Stonebraker, 
all of Montgomery County, are charged 

with the shotgun slayings of brothers 

Ralph, Reeve and Raymond Spencer and . 


their stepbrother, Gregory Brooks. = 
Each of the defendants will be tried 
outside of Parke County after requesting 
.new trial sites because of adverse pub- 
licity. 
Smith was returned to the Vigo Coun- 
ty Jail at Terre Haute after his hearing. 
Smith, Wright and Stonebraker were 


tranferred to the Vigo jail last week 


rwhen fire swept through the Parke 
County jail, killing one inmate who is 
believed to have set the fire. 
'Drollinger, 24, is in Michigan City in 
the Indiana State Prison serving a sen- 
tence on drug charges. Drollinger is 
slated to go on trial on murder charges 
in Blackford Circuit Court in Hartford 
City Aug. 30 before Judge Bruce Bade. 
He is being defended by court-appointed 
attorney Nyle Stanton of Indianapolis. 
Wright, 21, Crawfordsville, who is 
being defended by Stephen Trueblood of 
Terre Haute, is scheduled to be tried in 
Daviess Circuit Court in Washington 
5 Judge James R. Arthur on Nov. 


Stonebraker, 21, Darlington, is slated i 


` youths, 


ers Murder 


o be tried in Decade Circuit Court in in 
Greensburg on Dec. 5. ‘ 

Stonebraker also is awaiting sentenc- 
ing. scheduled for July 29, in Carrol} 
Circuit Court after pleading guilty to 
possession of a controlled substance and 
delivery of a controlled substance. 

The four are accused.on breaking into 
the rural Hollandsburg home of Keith 
Spencer on St. Valentine’s Day, forcing 
the four young men and Mrs. Betty 
Spencer to the floor, then killing the 
brothers with shotgun blasts. Mrs. 
Spencer was wounded and pretended to 


be dead. 


Mrs. Spencer, mother of Brooks and 
stepmother of the other three Spencer 
is expected to be the chief 
prosecution witness against the Mont- 
gomery County men.. 

John Dowd, deputy Parke County 


= prosecutor, appeared for the state at 


Monday’s hearing at Rensselaer. 

Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner has said a number of witnesses 
will be brought against the four men in 
their trials in four sites outside Parke 
County. 

The next appearances scheduled to 
take place before trials of the four are 
deposition hearings, which are cog- 
ducted in private, Hanner told The EN 
Monday. 

Stanton recently was granted ap: 


` proval of expenditures ot es = 


ae a private detective. 


Clay Jail Tb House Parke Sp38eefs 


The three Hollandsburg 
murder defendants housed in 
the Vigo County Jail during the 
past week have been moved to 
the Clay County Jail, according 
to reports Thursday. 

They were transferred 
Wednesday afternoon after 
Vigo Sheriff Ted Melvin re; 
ceived permission from Parke 
Circuit Court Judge Earl Dowd. 

Melvin had requested the 
transfer advising of a strai 
security at the Vigo jail as well 
3 eration of bud a 

Saen reports-stated. 

て iay County’s jail is the third 
jail for the three defendants in 
a week. Michael Wright, 21, of 
Crawfordsville, Daniel 
Stonebraker, 20, of Darlington, 
and 18-year-old David Smith of 
Wingate had been transferred 
to Vigo County on the evening 
of July 7 when fire destroyed 
part of the Parke County jail, 
threatening the cell area in 
which they were held. 


The fourth defendant, Roger 


Drollinger, is reported at the 
Indiana State Prison, Michigan 
City, serving a sentence on con- 
viction of drug charges brough 

prior to his arrest on the Feb. 
14th multiple slayings at the 
Hollandsburg home where four 


Hage Br 
e of the family were 
killed. 

Clay County Sheriff Wayne 
Lucas is reported to have said 
that the other three defendants 
transferred to his jail from 
Vigo County pose no particuiar 


security or financial strain. It. 


is noted that Clay County's jail 
is said to be one of the newest 
and most secure jails in this 
part of the state. 

Three other Parke County 
jail inmates were transferred 
to Vigo County with Smith, 
Stonebraker and Wright and 
Sheriff Melvin advised Judge 
Dowd and other Parke officials 
that the Vigo County jail would 
continue to be available for the 
detention of Parke County pris- 
oners until other arrangements 
could be made. 


Drollinger To Get : 


Second Attor 


HARTFORD - CITY, Ind. 
(Special) — Mass murder de- 
fendant Roger Clay Drollinger 
will receive new counsel after 
his defense attorney withdrew 
from the case Monday because 
of a conflict with another trial. 

Indianapolis Attorney ` Nile 
Stanton, who was scheduled to 
represent Droilinger in Black- 
ford Circuit Court on Aug. 30, 
said he withdrew from 
Drollinger’s case to devote his 
efforts exclusively to the de- 
fense of accused kidnaper An- 
thony. G. Kiritsis. Kiritsis is to 


stand trial Sept. 5 in Indian- . 


apolis. 
Kiritsis is charged with kid- 


mA 


naping, extortion and armed 
robbery in the abduction of 


-Indianapolis businessman Rich- 


ard O. Hall last winter. , 
Drollinger is one of four sus- 


pects each charged with four. 


counts of first degree murder 
for the Feb. 14 shotgun slayings 
of brothers Ralph, Reeve and 
Raymond Spencer and their 
stepbrother Gregory Brooks. 


The men were slain in their - 


rural home near Hollandsburg. 
Mrs. Betty Spencer survived 
the shootings and will be one of 
the witnesses against each of 
the four suspects, all being 
tried outside Parke County on 
changes of venue. 


8 Jul 26 0% 
ney 


- The State meld gir Te- 
fused last week to overturn the 
ruling of Marion County Superi- 
or Court Judge Michael T. 
Dugan, who. twice rejected 
Stanton’s motion to delay 
Kiritsis' trial. 

Stanton said he had retained 
Indianapolis lawyer Michael 
Conway to replace him as 
Drollinger's attorney. He said 
both Drollinger and Blackford 
Circuit Court Judge Bruce 
Bade were in agreement with 
the selection, and Conway 
would likely be named by the 
court as Stanton's replacement. 

Stanton said he had made 
available all material he had 
gathered on the case to Con- 
way, and had put one of his 
clerks at t Conway’ s disposal "as 
needed.” 

"The Kiritsis case involves 
several very complex legal is- 
Sues, factual issues,” Stanton 
said, "and I’m going to have a 
diffieult time preparing for that 
trial date.” 

He said while the Drollinger 
case also is difficult, "it ig one 
where I believe another lawyer 
can be prepared for trial,” 


HEN 


Drollinger m may 9 


Nin 


delay; St 
gets dru: 


HARTFORD CITY. Ind. 
(Special) —The new attorney of 
Parke County mass murder 
suspect Roger Drollinger says 
he might seek a 60-day delay in 
his client’s first degree murder 
trial. 

The trial is slated to begin 
Aug. 30 in Blackford Circuit 
Court. 

Mike Conway of Indianapolis 
was appointed recently to rep- 
resent the defendant, charged 
with four counts of first-degree 
murder in the Valentine’s Day 
. massacre of four Hollandsburg 
brothers. 

Meanwhile. Parke County 
Prosecutor John Dowd said 
Friday he will call Drollinger’s 


tree co-defendants as prose- 


~ cution witnesses, 

。 Conway was named 

Drollinger’s attorney after Nile 

Stanton, Indianapolis, asked to 

- withdraw because of a conflict 

5 the trial of another client, 
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accused kidnaper Anthony: oy 
Kiritsis. 9 
Another of the Parke murder 
suspects, Daniel Stonebreaker, | 
was sentenced to 10 years in 
prison Friday in an unrelated 
case. 5 
Stonebreaker. 20, Darlington, 
is one of the four young men 
charged with first-degree | 
murder in the shotgun slayings 
last Feb. 14 of four 
Hollandsburg brothers. 2 
Stonebraker had pleaded 
guilty in Carroll Circuit Court 
in Delphi July 5 to four counts 
of delivering a controlled sub- 
stance and one count of 
possession of a controlled sub- 
stance. 


Nile Stanton Will Remat 


As Attorr ey For D 
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Nile e Le for 
accused Hollandsburg murderer 
Roger Drollinger, has apparently 
decided to continue to defend the 
24-year-old Waynetown man. 
Stanton appeared with his client 
in Blackford Circuit Court at 
| Hartford City, Tuesday. 
The Indianapolis attorney had 
threatened to withdraw from the 
| case after Parke Circuit Court 
Judge Earl Dowd refused to 
grant a defense fee request by 
Stanton of $44,000 which would 
have included $25,000 for himself, 
| $15,000 for co-counsel, $3,000 for 
detectives and $1,000 for what 
Stanton called E 
expenses. ` 
The hearing at Hartford City 


T was to allow Blackford Circuit 


Court Judge Bruce Bade to rule 
on a motion Stanton made to 
dismiss the four first degree 
murder charges against 


| Drollinger. The attorney claimed 
Judge Dowd had made it im- 
possible to adequately defend his 
client and therefore he would be 
unable to get a fair trial. If that 


was the case, Stanton theorized, 
the charges should be dro pped. 

Judge Dowd has indicated that 

| Stanton would be paid the same 
fee as other pauper attorneys 

| receive from Parke County - $20 
to $25 an hour. Although Stanton, 
in his dismissal motion, claimed 
Judge Dowd had denied him 
funds to take statements from 
witnesses and particularly Mrs. 
Betty Spencer, the only survivor 
of the massacre, the Parke 
County Judge said this was not 
the case. Judge Dowd said 
normal expenses of taking such 
statements are always allowed 
court appointed defense at- 
torneys. 

During the Tuesday hearing in 
Hartford City, Stanton attempted 
to withdraw the motion for 
dismissal, but Judge Bade 


å C, 42 
decided to go FAP and rule on 
it. The judge denied the motion. 

Bade did rule that Stanton 
would be allowed to have $1,000 to 
spend for private detectives and 
a forensic expert - $2,000 less than 
the attorney had originally asked 
for. Although Judge Bade 
granted the money, Parke 
County will still pay the bill. 
Apparently, the $1,000 will be 
charged to Blackford Circuit 
Court and the court will then 
include that amount in its bill to 
Parke County when the trial is 
over. 

Judge Bade did tell Stanton 
that the $1,000 must be com- 
pletely accounted for and a list of 
expenditures from the fund must 
be verified to the court. Bade said 
if the submitted expense list was 
reasonable, in his opinion, he 
would allow it. Otherwise, 
Stanton would have to pay any 
unjustified expense out of his 
pocket. 

The main point of contention 
during the hearing came when 
Stanton submitted a list of eight 
attorneys from throughout the 
state, one of which he wants to 
name as co-counsel to assist him 
with the case. John Dowd, deputy 
prosecutor of Parke County, 
objected, saying Stanton was 
entitled only to local counsel. 
Local counsel in this case would 
be an attorney from Blackford 
County who assist with various 
smaller details of court 
proceedings at the Hartford City 
court. The prosecution will also 
have local counsel at each of the 
four trial sites coming out of the 
murder case. 

Judge Bade did not make an 
immediate decision on the co- 
counsel request but said he would 
make a ruling sometime next 
week. 

Stanton also asked for a speedy 
trial for his client, who was 
charged with the case on March 8 
and taken into custody on April 
11. In making the request, 
Stanton said he did not want the 
case postponed or delayed past 


NÅ s/n 


rollinger 


the August 30 trial date which has 
been set. Apparently the request 
came because Stanton has been 
named to defend accused kid- 
napper Anthony Kiritsis in In- 
dianapolis. Kiritsis, accused of 
abducting business man Richard 
Hall from his office and holding 
him at gunpoint for 63 hours, is 
scheduled for trial on September 
6. 

The prosecution was in com- 
plete agreement with this request 
from Stanton. In fact, Dowd said 
“The prosecutor's office in Parke 
County is ready to go to trial 
Monday.“ 

The Parke County prosecutor 
staff will head for Jasper Circuit 
Court at Rensselaer on July 11 to 
fight another motion to dismiss 
the murder charges. In this in- 
stance it will be on behalf of 
David Smith. Smith’s attorney, 
John Capper of Crawfordsville, 
asked the charges of murder be 
dismissed because Smith was. 
brought to Indiana illegally“. 
Capper claims that Smith could 
only be returned to Indiana from 
Kentucky, where was arrested, 
by proceedings through a 
juvenile court since the defen- 
dant was 17 years old at the time. 
Smith’s extradition to Indiana 
was granted by a circuit court at 
Lexington. 

This Friday, July 8, Daniel 
Stonebraker is due to complete 
arraignment at Decatur Circuit 
Court at Greensburg. 
Stonebraker, the first suspect 
captured and the last to have a 
trial court named, has yet to 
enter a guilty or not guilty plea. 
The prosecution hopes that plea 
will come Friday. 

Stonebraker appeared in 
Carroll County Circuit Court 
Tuesday, July 5, at Delphi and 
entered a plea of guilty of 
delivery of a controlled substance 

(drugs) and one count of 
possession of a controlled sub- 
stance. 

The case was venued å Delphi 


(Continued On Page Three) 
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from Montgomery County when Be 


Å Stonebraker’ s+ court-appointed 
attorney, Edgar Husted said his 
client could not get a fair trial 


there because of the publicity — 


surrounding the Hollandsburg 


murders. The drug charges in- 
volve the same case in which 


Å Drollinger has already been tried 
and convicted. Stonebraker is 


accused by Montgomery Count) 


law enforcement agencies as 
being involved in a two-state drug 


ring of which Drollinger was the Å 5 


leader. 
Judge John Westhafer set 


_ sentencing for Stonebraker for 
July 29. He could receive up to ten 
years in prison. 


Stonebraker was taken to the 


; Parke-Montgomery County line 
Tuesday to be turned over to 


Department officials. 
returned to the Parke County jail 
Tuesday evening 


Montgomery County Sheriff 
He was 


Smith’: S, To Says Court Has! No, 
ion Over Clien (“Asks 


J urisdiction’ 


Parke County’s prosecution 
staff went to Jasper Circuit Court 
at Rensselaer Monday afternoon, 
June 27, expecting to hear David 
Smith of Wingate enter a guilty or 
not guilty plea to four charges of 
first degree murder. Instead they 
received a motion to dismiss the 


charges against the 17. year- old 
Smith. 


The Montgomery County teen- 
ager is one of four men charged 
with the February 14 slayings of 


Ralph, Raymond and Reeve 
Spencer and Greg Brooks at the 
ra mil home near Hollandsburg. 


Jasper Circuit Court Judge 
Michael Kane did rule during the 
Monday hearing that Smith was 
sane and competent to stand trial. 
The defendant has been 
examined by two psychiatrists 
and Monday’s hearing was to rule 
on their reports. 

The prosecution did ask for as 
early a trial date as possible for 
Smith and Judge Kane set 
October 4 for that trial. That date 
had been set earlier as a tentative 
date for trial but is now the fixed 
date. A hearing was set for July 
11 on the motion to dismiss the 


charges, submitted by Smith's | 


court appointed attorney, John 
Capper of Crawfordsville. 

In his motion, Capper said the 
Jasper court had no jurisdiction 
over Smith because the teenager 
was unlawfully taken from 
Kentucky and brought to Indiana. 
Smith was captured at Lexington, 
Kentucky on March 31 and 
following extradition hearings 
was returned to Indiana to face 
the four counts of murder in the 
first degree. 

Capper claims Smith was 

“unconstitutionally deprived of 
his standing as a juvenile under 
United States and Kentucky laws 
by failing to conduct proper 
proceedings in juvenile court 
according to Kentucky law.’ 

Juveniles are generally con- 
sidered to be persons under the 
age of 18. Smith was born July 9, 
1959 and was a little over three 
months away from his 18th 


Smith was arrested by Lexing- 
ton authorities and first appeared 
in Fayette County Juvenile Court 
on April 1. He was ordered to be 
detained after he refused to 
return to Indiana voluntarily. 

Smith's attorney stated in his 
motion that on April 8, without 
conducting a waiver hearing in 
juvenile court as required by 
Kentucky law, Smith was turned 
over to Fayette Circuit Court 
where extradition proceedings 
were held. Capper said a hearing 
request by public defender 
Ernesto Scorsone was denied by | 
the circuit court judge. 

Capper claimed Smith was 
turned over to the circuit court 


unlawfully. He said that jurisdic- 
tion of the juvenile court over a 
juvenile in Kentucky is exclusive 
unless surrendered by that court. 
He said if the juvenile court 
believed a felony had been 
committed by a juvenile, regard- 
less of the nature of the charge, 
they should proceed in juvenile 

court and turn the offender over 
to adult court system only after 
conducting à proper hearing. 
That hearing did not take place in 
Kentucky according to Capper’s 
motion. 

He said the juvenile court at 
Lexington had not conducted a 
hearing when the new pro- 
ceedings were begun in circuit 
court. He claimed the circuit court 
had no jurisdiction to proceed 
against Smith and the court failed 
to comply with the basic 
requirements of due process and 
fairness and was not in 
conformity with Kentucky law 

Y rolli juvenile proceed- 


Capper stated in his motion, 
"the juvenile court had begun 
proceedings but were stopped 
when the circuit court assumed 
jurisdiction without first having a 
waiver hearing or order from the 
juvenile court as required. 
Therefore Fayette County Circuit 
Court did not have jurisdiction.” 

Under Kentucky law, Capper 
said, the juvenile court has the 


necessary authority to dispose of 
the case and assure due process 
and fairness including the return 
of Smith to Indiana. For the 
circuit court to proceed in 
violation of Kentucky law, Capper 
said, they unconstitutionally 
denied Smith his status as a 
juvenile in Kentucky. 


In Indiana, a juvenile under the 
lage of 18 charged with first 
degree murder is automatically 
charged as an adult without a 
juvenile court hearing. Capper, 
referring to the Hoosier law, 
quoted in his motion an article 
from the "Indiana Law Review” 
which said “the total abolition of 
juvenile court jursidiction over all 
persons accused of first degree 
murder by way of changing the 
definition of ‘child’ to exclude 


such cases may ultimately prove 
both absurd and tragic in those 
cases of very young children who 
stand accused of murder.” 


Capper. pointed out in his 
motion to dismiss that juvenile 
matters should be sent to the 
adult court system only when the 
juvenile system is not adequate 

and that juvenile court could 
prevent juveniles from being 
sentenced to adult prisons. 


Roger Drollinger, accused of 
the same four murders, has also 
asked that the charges be 
dropped against him. Drollinger's 
attorney said that Parke Circuit 
Court Judge Earl Dowd’s refusal 
to pay a requested $44,000 to 
cover attorney fees, private 


detectives and expenses seriously | 


hampered his efforts to defend 
Drollinger. Stanton said Parke 
County should either pay the fee 
or let Drollinger off. X 


Drollinger and Smith were 
objects of a nation-wide manhunt 
which at one time ranged through! 
Florida everglade country. Drol- 
linger claims he was home in bed 
with his wife the night of the 
murders and that Smith was a 
guest at the house that night. 


Å suspect, IC 
Wright, is scheduled to appear in | 
Daviess County Circuit Court at 
Washington, Indiana, Thursday, 
June 30. At that time Judge | 
James R. Arthur will rule on 
psychiatric reports to determine 
if Wright is competent to stand 
trial. Parke County’s prosecutor's 
office are expecting Wright to be 
declared competent and would 
like for him to finally enter a 
guilty or not guilty plea. That 
wish, as in the Smith case, might 
not materialize. 


The fourth suspect, Daniel 
Stonebraker, has had his case 
venued to Decatur Circuit Court 
at Greensburg but has not yet 
made an appearance there. 

Stonebraker, Wright and Smith 
are all being kept in the Parke 
County jail. Drollinger is serving 
time at the Indiana State Prison at 


Michigan City on å drug charge 
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HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) — 
he mass murder trial of Roger Droll- 
linger was delayed a week Tuesday -to 
give Drollinger's new attorney more 
ime to prepare his defense. | 
Blackford Circuit Judge Bruce Bade 
rescheduled the trial for Sept. 6. the 
same day Anthony G Kiritsis goes on 
rial in Indianapolis on charges of kid- 
naping. armed robbery and extortion in 
the abduction of a mortgage executive 
last February 
Drollinger. charged in the execution- 
style shotgun slayings of four 
Hollandsburg. ind brothers, initially 
was to have gone on trial Aug 30. 
Drollinger's original attorney. Nile 
Stanton of Indianapolis. also represents 
Kiritsis Stanton quit the Drollinger case 
last month because of the conflicting 
trial dates and was replaced by Michael 
Conway of Indianapolis. 


Ex: Vile re receives 
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probation terms | 
Uist terme +o HOEY 


Drollinger, 
murder suspect Roger 
Drollinger’s ex-wife, were 
revised recently. 

Under the old terms, Mrs. 
Drollinger could not associate or 
come in contact with Drollinger 
or any members of his family. 


If Drollinger or his family | 


wished to visit the Drollinger's 
daughter, the child had to be left 
with a third party. 

New terms do not specifically 
limit Mrs. Drollinger’s 
association with the Drollingers. 

Mrs. Drollinger may not 
associate with any law violators, 
must observe strict hours, make 
regular visits to her parole 
officer, keep her present 

employment, not change her 
residence, pay her fine and costs 
and make restitution to persons 
injured by her act. 

She was sentenced in April, 
1975, after she pleaded guilty to a 
charge of issuing a forged 
instrument. 

Drollinger was arrested at the 
same time on the same charge. 
After a change of venue moved 
his case from Montgomery 
County to Tippecanoe County, 
Drollinger was found innocent 
after a jury trial. 

Montgomery Circuit Court 
Judge, Thomas K. Milligan, 
suspended Mrs. Drollinger's 
sentence and placed her on 

probation. 

Although she agreed on the 
original probation terms, Mrs. 

Drollinger later claimed her 
constitutional rights were 
violated by several terms. 

Under the original probat ion 
terms. Mrs. Drollinger was 
supposed to attend church 
regularly. 

Drollinger's father. Nathan, 
took the case to the Indiana Civil 

| Liberties Union. 

Drollinger divorced Rosanna 
and is married to his present 
wife, Kathy, 16. 


Hollandsburg | 


The: first of four young men charged 
with the St. Valentine's Day murder of : drug charges. He was reported as the’ 


-Girenit Court Judge Bruce C, Bade 


fender for Drollinger in July, replacing 


Tribune Staff Writer 


closed due to its aged condition. ` 
HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) 一 Drollinger had previously been sen- 
Serena need fen e 


four Parke County brothers is scheduled 

to go on trial in Blackford Circuit Court and eastern Illinois. 

next wee x BS LN Saar , The three other FRUE County 
Nager C. Drollinger, 24. Waynetown men. who have been charged with the 
faces four counts of. first-degree “shotgun slayings of the four Parke Coun- 


murder. e ty youths are Daniel R. Stonebreaker, 


Two requests which could have de- 20, Darlington; Michael W. Wright, 21, 
layed the trial were made -by =: Crawfordsville; and David W. Smith, 17, 
Drollmger's attorney, Michael T. con. Wingate. en e DELE 
-way of Indianapolis; but :Blackford They l being held in Bib ghd! are 
awaiting trials, which have been sched- 
denied them both Thursdax. .». uled through November. er ng TE 

Conway had first asked for a anga "i They are charged with the murders of 
of venue from the county due to public- Ralph Spencer, 14; Reeve Spencer, 16; 
ity on the case in the Hartford City ©: Raymond Spencer, 17; and their s 
newspaper. Bade denied that motion, brother, Gregory Brooks, 22, on Feb. 14 
saying there has been publicity on the in their rural Hollandsburg home. 
case in all areas of the state, with no The murderers of the brothers re- 
more in Blackford County than any- > potedly entered their home at 12:30 a.m. 
where else. and lined the family members side by 

Another motion which would have side and face down on the living room 
delayed the trial was the request for a. floor. Shotgun blasts were fired at each 
continuance. Bade denied this motion, of the persons after a small amount of 
also. Conway was appointed public le- money had been taken. 

Betty Spencer, Brooks’ mother 
Indianapolis attorney Niles Stanton who - step-mother of the Spencer boys, was 
had a conflicting trial date elsewhere, . 1 with the victims, but escaped with in 
and claims he has not had time to juries after she played dead after tw 
i prepare himself for 5 de . Shotgun blasts had been = at her and 


her wig was blown oll. Eik Hes 
Seeg had also requested. that the peek 


jury be sequestered during the trial, but 


Bade also denied that motion. et, 

A motion by Conway reportedly sug- 
gesting Drollinger may have been in- 
sane at the time the crimes were com- 
mitted was withdrawn. 

Jury selection in the case is to Begin 
at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday. More than 200 
Blackford County citizens are to be 
called for questioning by the defense and 
prosecuting attorneys as potential 
jurors, with 100 of them to repont Tues- 
day. 

Jury selection is Cd to possibly 
take through Thursday, with the trial 
getting under way by Friday. Estimates 
are that the trial could last three weeks. 

Drollinger is being held in the Marion 
County Jail until the trial and will be 
jailed in a nearby county during the 
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By JAN CARROLL 
Associated Press Writer 


HOLLANDSBURG, Ind. 
(AP) — Bitterness is etched in 
the heart of this tiny rural 
community. Stung six months 
ago by the execution-style 
slayings of four young brothers, 
the townspeople maintain an 
unspoken vigil awaiting the 
trial of the accused killers, 

The deaths of Ralph, Reeve 
and Raymond Spencer and 
their stepbrother, Gregory 
Brooks, have drained the emo- 
tions of the town and the re- 
sources of Parke County. Esti- 
mates for the cost of defending 


the four men charged in the | 


slaying exceed $100,000. 

“It’s going to break this 
county,” groaned Pete Wil- 
liams, whose general store sits 
in the middle of the town’s two- 
block business district. 

As the trial of the first of four 
defendants nears, the towns- 
people cannot shake the horror 


of the murders. For one thing, 
sightseers won't let them 


forget. 
“We still get a lot of morbid 


people who come by and ask | 


where that trailer is,” said 


general store that serves the 
Raccoon Lake resort area. "We 
just tell them it's up the north 
road. Weekends are the worst.” 
The people of Hollandsburg 
are protective of the Spencers. 
The boys grew up here and 
earned reputations as honest, 
hard-working and religious. 
“If my 6-year-old grows up to 


Spencer boys, I'd be proud,” 
said Perry Williams, who runs 


a bait shop here next to his | 


father’s store. 


_ The killings have changed the 
pattern of life kere. Violent 


blood. 


rime is no longer something 
that happens somewhere else. 

“People never used to lock 
their doors. They do now,” said 
Mrs. Barnett. We'd leave our 
keys in the car with a full tank 
of gas. You’d better believe we 
don’t do that now. My aunt lives 
out near where the Spencers 
did, and now I won't go out 
there without calling and tell- 
ing her Im coming so she'll 
know to open the door.” 


The event that forged the 
change came shortly after mid- 
night on St. Valentine's Day. 
Betty Spencer, 43; her son, 
Gregory Brooks, 22; and two of 
her stepsons, Ralph, 14, and 
Reeve, 16, were inside their 


mobile home situated on an 


isolated, „wooded knoll two 
miles away from the nearest 
highway. Keith Spencer, father 
of three of the boys, had just 
left for work at an Indianapolis 
television station 50 miles 
away. 

Then four men, armed with 


2: shotguns, burst irto the trailer. 
1 They ordered Mrs. Spencer and 
the boys to lie face down on the 
living room floor, their hands 
Å behind their backs. 

Linda Barnett, a clerk at the 


That's when Raymond 
Spencer, 17, returned from his 


job as a cleanup boy at the 
T Raccoon Lake Restaurant. He 
was ordered to join he others 
on the floor. 


Then the intruders went 


down the row of their prostrate 
victims, firing a shotgun at the 
back of each head. Fountains of 
blood splashed the paneled 
be half as nice as any of those 
mobile home. There the five 


walls and white ceiling of the 
lay, in an ever-widening pool of 


Only Mrs. Spencer survived, 
wounded in the back, neck and 


i shoulder, her wig torn from her 


head by the blast intended to 
Å kill her. She lay motionless and 
Å her assailants believed her 
J dead. They left — the telephone 


lines were cut, the trailer ran- | 


sacked and the wallets of the 
$ victims taken. 


Frantic, her clothing spat- 


f tered with blood, Mrs. Spencer 


fled into the icy February night 


| to the home of neighbor Harold 


Escue a quarter of a mile away. 

“She just kept sitting here 
saying her four boys were 
laying up there dead,” he re- 
called. "She said, 'T'm shot in 
the back and if you don't keep 
tålking to me, I'm going to pass 


out. 


Mrs. Spencer became the 
cornerstone in the investigation 
into the murders. She was 
placed under armed guard at 
the Terre Haute hospital where 
she was treated for her wounds. 
State Police Supt. John T. Shet- 
tle assigned the department's 
top investigator, Capt. Stan 
Kenny, to lead the probe. 


Thousands of manhours of 
detective work led to the arrest 
less than a month later of 
Daniel Stonebraker, 20, Darl- 
‘ington. The investigation 
Istretched from California to 


21, Crawfordsville; 
David Smith, 17, Wingate; and 
Roger Clay Drollinger, 23, 
Waynetown. All four are 


‘charged with four counts of 


first degree murder. 
| Each defendant sought and 
| received a change of venue in 
his trial, claiming without 
| argument that public sentiment 
was so inflammed that it would 
be impossible to select an im- 
partial jury. 

Drollinger, described by 


ee 


SILENT REMINDER — The graves of Ralph, Reeve, and 
Raymond Spencer, and their stepbrother Gregory Brooks are 
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Parke County Prosecutor 
Clelland Hanner as "the boss 
man of the whole thing,” is 
scheduled to be the first to be 
tried. His case was moved to 
Blackford Circuit Court in 
Hartford City and barring an- 
other delay, the proceedings 
will begin Sept. 6. 


Smith will be tried in Jasper 
Circuit Court in Rensselaer; 
Stonebraker, in Decatur Circuit 
Court in Greensburg; and 
Wright in Daviess Circuit Court 
in Washington. 

Still, with the trials moved in 
opposite corners of the state, 
the anger remains. 

“I think they should sentence 
them to live in Parke County as 
long as they could. They 
wouldn't last very long," said 
Williams, staring out the win- 


dow of his general store. I'd 

shoot them without batting an 

。 eye. I could shoot them easier 
than I could a squirrel.” 


Prosecutor Hanner is 2 


the Rockville 
courthouse square is filled with 
jawyer's trappings 一 walls 
lined with books, a large desk 
cluttered with papers. This 
case — the biggest in his 18 
years as prosecutor — has been 
a major part of every work day 
since the defendants were ar- 
rested. 

Before now, crime in Parke 
County has been an amalgam of 


burglaries, petty thievery, | 


drunken driving and an occa- 
sional assault. 

“Once in a while, someone 
takes a crack at someone else. 
There are crimes of passion,” 
he said, but nothing like this.“ 

Hanner and an assistant have 
logged hundreds of miles trav- 
eling from the county.seat to 
the four trial sites. In the Droll- 


inger case alone, he will call 40 
witnesses 一 chief among them 
Mrs. Spencer, who regularly 
drops by Hanner’s office to 
check his progress. , 

Now, Hanner is preoccupied 
with selecting a jury for 
Drollinger's trial. A pool of 150 
prospective jurors has been 
chosen and “we are having the 
jury investigated as thoroughly 
as we can. We have to take 
pretty much what they draw 
out of the hat,” he said. 

If Hanner has a profile of an 
ideal juror, he’s not sharing it. 

“We're just looking for a 
good, stable, sound American 


fable, fatherly man. His office 
east of 


who believes in the laws of this 
country and wants to enforce 
them,” he said. 

Hanner steadfastly expects 
the jury to convict. 

“I don’t think it will be dif- 
ficult in this particular case 
because we don’t have the 
death penalty.” he said. “We’ll 
show them these and let them | 
judge for themselves.” 

As he spoke, Hanner tapped 
the lids of two cardboard boxes 


containing enlarged color | 


photographs of the death scene, 


showing the victims, their 


faces frozen in terror. 


The ‘motive for the killings, 


Hanner said, is still a question. 


“They were looking for 
someone to do harm to and they 
did it in a violent way,” he said. 

Keith and Betty Spencer 


moved out of the trailer and | 


noh live in Rockville where 
they run a radio station. They 
have left their dogs behind to 
guard the hilltop home. 

“A couple of times a week, 
she comes up and feeds the 
dogs,” said Mrs. Barnett. "But 
I don’t think she goes inside. 
She’s a real strong woman. I’ve 
heard that she’s very religious 
and that’s the only way she kept 
her sanity.” 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 7 


Tribune Staff Writer 

HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) — 
Jury selection started Tuesday for the 
trial of the first of four young men 
charged with the St. Valentine’s Day 
shotgun slayings of four Parke County 
brothers. 

Between 150 and 200 Blackford County 
citizens had reportedly been notified to 
appear in the Blackford Circuit Court in 


Hartford City Tuesday as potential 


jurors for the murder trial of Roger C. 
Drollinger, 24, Waynetown. 

Drollinger and the three other young 
Montgomery County men arrested in 
connection with the Parke County 
murders have each been charged with 
four counts of first degree murder. 

Killed were Ralph Spencer, 14; Reeve 


| Spencer, 16; Raymond Spencer, 17: and 


their step-brother, Gregory Brooks, 22 

Dus to widespread publicity over the 
murders of the four youths, problems 
have been anticipated in finding jury 
members who have not formulated some 
opinion on the murders. Some estimates 
have been that jury selection could take 
the rest of the week. 


The attorney for Drollinger, Michael 
T. Conway of Indianapolis, last week 


filed a motion for a change of venue 


from Blackford County due to publicity 
on the case. The trial had already been 
venued from Parke County to Blackford 
County. 

Blackford Circuit Court Judge Bruce 


C. Bade deñied that motion, along with 
defense motions for a continuance and 
sequestering of the jury. 

The defense and the prosecuting at- 
torneys have said they have witnesses 
and testimony to last at least one month. 

A key witness for Parke County Pros- 
ecutor Clelland Hanner is expected to be 
Betty Spencer, 43, who was injured when 
the Spencer and Brooks youths were 
killed. She was the mother of Brooks and 
the step-mother of the Spencer youths. 

The murders reportedly occurred 
about, 12:30 a.m. Feb. 14 when four 
young men armed with shotguns entered 
the home of Keith and Betty Spencer — 
Keith Spencer had just left for work in 
Indianapolis. 

Mrs. Spencer, her son, and Ralph and 
Reeve Spencer were reportedly lined 
face-down and side-by-side on the living 
room floor. Raymond Spencer, return- 
ing home from work, was apparently 
forced to join his family members. 
Shotgun blasts were reportedly fired at 
the heads of each of the persons after a 
small amount of money was taken. 

Betty Spencer escaped when she 
played dead after an original shot just 
wounded her and knocked her wig of! 
her head. After the intruders had left 
she went to a neighbor’s home for help. 

Around-the-clock work by Indiana 
State Police resulted in the arrest about 
a month later of Daniel Stonebraker, 20. 
Darlington. 

Arrested in the following days were 
Michael W. Wright, 21, Crawfordsville; 
David W. Smith, 17, Wingate; and Droll- 
inger. 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 

Tribune Staff Writer 
` HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) 一 
Jury selection for the trial of accused 
mass murderer Roger C. Drollinger 
continued Wednesday in the Blackford 
Circuit Court, with predictions of the 
actual trial getting under way by Thurs- 
day afternoon. 

Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, is the first 
of four young men accused of the Feb. 14 
shotgun slayings of four young Parke 
County brothers to stand trial. 

Shortly before noon Wednesday, 30 
potential jurors had been interviewed by 
the defense and prosecution. Only four 
of those jurors had been questioned on 
Wednesday, though, with 26 interviewed 
when the jury selection started Tuesday. 

On Tuesday, all 12 of the jury seats 
were tentatively filled for the trial, with 
< each juror admitting to some prior 
knowledge of the case. 

Jury selection is expected to last until 
Thursday, with 60 prospective jurors 


Editor's Note: Through special 
arrangement with correspon- 
dents in Hartford City, The TRIB- 
UNE will be providing its readers 
each day. with the latest 
courtroom reporis from the 
murder trial of Roger Drollinger. 
—— :fſ.ſ—w—·ͤ——ñ L EEE 
slated for questioniåg Wednesday in 
Blackford Circuit Court. 

“The most important question, and 
the one we have to ask every possible 
juror, is the one concerning publicity,” 
said Michael Conway, the chief defense 
attorney. “It seems that everyone has 
heard something about the case and 
suddenly the entire burden of the case Is 
shifted to us (the defense).“ 

Conway said he is satisfied with the 
people called so far, believing they are 
“honest and sincere.” 

Only two of the 26 persons questioned 
during the seven-hour hearing Tuesday 
were dismissed because of defense or 
prosecution challenges. No challenges 
were made Wednesday morning. Each 
side can still request the dismissal of 


nine other potential jurors. 

David Ford, a Blackford County at- 
torney, is in charge of the jury selection 
for the defense, although Conway is 
present in the courtroom. Blackford 
County Prosecutor Thomas Brown is 
handling jury selection for the state, 
with Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner and Deputy Prosecutor John 
Dowd to represent the state in the trial, 

Blackford Circuit Court Judge Bruce 
Bade said Wednesday he felt everything 
was going “smoothly but slowly 一 
slower than I expected. Hopefully we'll 
have a jury by Thursday noon.” 

Bade requested extra security for the 
trial. State troopers and sheriff’s de- 
puties were stationed outside the 
courthouse and inside the courtroom. 
Persons entering the courtroom were 
also checked with a metal detector. 

He said the officers were on hand to 
protect Drollinger and assist in crowd 
control. 1 

Drollinger, who was full-bearded 
when apprehended in April, appeared in 
court with the beard trimmed to a Fu 
Manchu style and was neatly dressed. 

Drollinger and three other Montgom- 


ery County men are each charged with 
four counts of first degree murder for 
the Feb. 14 shotgun murders of Ralph, 
Reeve and Raymond Spencer and their 
step-brother Gregory Brooks. 

The others charged are Daniel 
Stonebraker, 20, Darlington; Michael W. 
Wright, 21, Crawfordsville; and David | 
W. Smith, 17, Wingate. Their trials are | 
scheduled through November in various 
counties in the state. 

Last week Bade denied a defense 
request to move Drollinger’s trial a 
second time because of a story in a 


Hartford City newspaper quoting a depu- 


ty prosecutor as comparing Drollinger 
with Charles Manson. Pretrial publicity | 
surrounding the slayings of the 
Hollandsburg brothers was、partially re- 
sponsible for moving the trial here. 

Hanner said he plans to call 30 to 40 
witnesses, including Betty Spencer, the 
mother of Brooks and the step-mother of 
the Spencer boys. She was shot and left 
for dead by the assailants. 

Two of Drollinger's co-defendants, 
Stonebraker and Wright, are also pros- 
pective prosecution witnesses, N 


said. 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


- HARTFORD CITY, Ind. — Instrue- 


tions to theujury took up most of the 
morning’s proceedings in the murder 


trial of Roger C. Drollinger now under 


way in the Blackford Circuit Court. 

The instructions included the defini- 
tions of first degree murder (four counts 
of which Drollinger faces), second 
degree murder, voluntary manslaughter 、 
and involuntary manslaughter, 


Parke. County Prosecutor Clelland ` 


Hanner was expected to give his opening 
arguments before the lunch break, with — 
Harold Escue, a neighbor of the four 
young Parke County brothers murdered 
last St. Valentine's Day, to be the 
opening witness for the prosecution. 
Jury seleetion for the trial was con- 
zeluded earlier than anticipated, with a 
jury of seven men and five women 
‘seated late Wednesday afternoon. Two 
men were selected as alternates. 


. Earlier estimates had been that jury- 


selection would take until Thursday af- 
ternoon, if not longer. Although 150 
potential jurors were called, the jury, 
ranging in age from 24 to 63, was 
selected after 15 hours of questioning by 


the defense and jeg of 47 per- 


SONS. 3 

In the meantime, athe attorney for 
another one of the four persons charged 
wita the shotgun murders of the 
brothers filed a plea of EG for his 
client Wednesday. 

. «John Capper IV, Boe for David 
W. Smith, 17, Wingate, filed a brief in 
Jasper Cireuit Court in Rensselaer stat- 
ing the defendant was of unsound mind 
at'the time the offenses charged against 
him were committed.“ 

Jasper Circuit Judge Michael Kanne 
appointed two Lafayette doctors to ex- 
amine Smith and return their findings in 
reference to the brief at the trial sched- 
uled for Oct. 3. 

Smith; Drollinger, 24, 1 
Daniel R. Stonebraker, 20, Darlington; 
and Michael W. Wright, 21, 
Crawfordsville, have each been charged 
with four counts ot first degree murder 
for the killings of Ralph Spencer, 14, 
Reeve Spencer, 16, Raymond Spencer, 
17, and their step-brother, Gregory 
Brooks, 22, in their rural home near 
Hollandsburg on Feb. 14. 

Drollinger is the first to come to trial 
on the charges. 

Opening arguments were to be pres- 


horse 


y vay MT fle. = 


ess 


ented ‘Thursday by 8 attorney, 
Michael Conway, also 

Hanner reported he would begin ke 
enting witnesses in a chronological or- 
der from the time of the event, starting 
with Escue, the neighbor to whose home. 
the sole survivor of the murders, Betty 
Spencer, mother of Brooks and step- 

mother of the Spencer boys, went for: 

help after the intruders in her home 
killed the four young men and left her 
for dead after firing two shots at her. 
Early reports were that Hanner would 
lead off with the testimony. of Mrs. 
Spencer, but he indicated Wednesday he 
Would probably have her N next 

Monday or Wednesday. = 1i ix 22 br 

Indiana State Police investigators’ 
were expected to j follow Escue in testi-- 

* fying. Jassi * 

Stoncbrakér and Wrights «also charg 
with the murders, have been listed as 

possible witnesses by Hanner. He would 

not con firm Wednesday, though, if they. 
would actually testify or not. 

- Hanner had said he had 88 potehtiar 
witnesses, but reported this week there 
is "no way” he intends to use, ali ol 
them. 

Both the defense ard gon tive 
indicated: they expect the trial to last 
about three weeks, with the state esti- 
mating two weeks for presentation of its 
evidence. 

During the time of the trial, Blackford. | 
Circuit Court Judge Bruce Bade in- 

- structed the jurors to not read news- 
paper or listen to radio or television 
accounts of the trial or to discuss the: 
trial with anyone. ae 

Bade said the jurors are to be ques- 
tioned daily to assure that they have not 
done this, adding, if he feels unfavorable 
publicity has gotten to the jury, the 

. members could be sequestered. Defense 
attorney Conway had requested earlier 
that the jury be sequestered, but Bade, 
denied the motion. 

When asked if he was pleased with the’ 
jury members selected, Conway said, 
“PI have to find that out at the time of 
the verdict.” A 

Drollinger, asked the same ques tion, 
said, I'm satisfied as I can be there's 
not much I can do about it.” 


(Editor's Note: Through special ar- 
rangement with correspondents in Hart- 
ford City, The TRISUNE will be provid- 
ing its readers each day with the latest 
courtroom- reports from the murder 
— of Roger Drollinger. ) 
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Editor'm Note: Dick Robinson, an in- 
vestigative reporter for the 
Crawfordsville Journal-Review, will be 
reporting on the Hollandsburg murder 
trials for The Terre Haute Star. All four 
murder suspects are from near 
Crawfordsville and Robinson, a veteran 
newsman with a wealth of courtroom 
experience, has done extensive research 
on all the cases. Ån award-winning news 
writer, Robinson will file dajly reports. 


S SE 
By DICK ROBINSON 
Star Correspondent 

HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) — 
In a short, but firm opening statement 
Thursday Roger Drollinger’s court-ap- 
pointed attorney, Michael T. Conway of 
Indianapolis, said his client can not be 
found guilty of first degree murder as 
accused. 

In the first day of testimony, the first 
of four murder trials resulting from the 
slaying of four Hollandsburg young men, 
Conway wasted no time spelling out to 
the jury what approach he would use in 
building Drollinger's defense. 

After listening to Parke County Prose- 
cuting Attorney Clelland Hanner's open- 
ing statement; which took 40 minutes, 
Conway completed his opening remarks 
in about three minutes. 

Conway opened by saying Drollinger 
could not be found guilty of the murders 
of the Spencer youths and Greg Brooks 
because he was home in bed on the night 
of the killings "the same as everyone 


| else in this room.” 


"The state's case will rest on the 
testimony of two co-defendants (Daniel 


| Stonebraker, 20, Darlington, and 


Michael Wright, 21, Crawfordsville), 
Conway said. The attorney charged 
Stonebraker and Wright maliciously 
conspired to commit a second hideous 
crime (the first being the Hollandsburg 
killings). That being one of implicating 
Roger Drollinger for murders they are 
responsible for.“ Conway concluded his 


opening statement saying, I am con- 


vinced when all the evidence is in, you, 


| the members of the jury, will have to 
reach a verdict of not guilty.” 
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"Betty Spencer will take the stand,” 
Hanner said, "and she calls this man 
(pointing again at Drollinger) the 'boss- 
man.“ å — 

After leaving Crawfordsville and driv- 
ing south, the four Montgomery County 
men drove past the Spencer house, 
Hanner said. The prosecutor went into 
great detail explaining how the group 
noticed several automobiles, including a 
Thunderbird and Cadillac at the Spencer 
residence and someone in the group 
saying there must be a poker game 
going on there.“ The decision was made 
at that time, according to Hanner, that 
the Spencer house would be the night's 
target. Evidence shows this man 
(Drollinger) said, 'No one will walk out 
of the house, Hanner exclaimed. 


“Mrs. Spencer is going to tell us this 
man (Drollinger) was the last of the 
four to enter the modular home, but 
when he did, he took over,” Hanner said, 
then continued, and this is the reason 
she calls him the boss-man, Hanner 
said. 


"Betty Spencer can identify this de- 
fendant (Drollinger),’’ Hanner said. 

Hanner told the jury police recovered 
several items taken from the Spencer 
home and all would be entered as 
evidence. 


Harold Escue was the first prose- 
cution witness to take the stand 
Thursday. He makes his home a 
short distance from the Spencer resi- 
dence and that's where Mrs. Spencer 
went after assailants left her home. 
Escue was followed on the stand by two 
Parke County deputy sheriffs and two 
Indiana State Police troopers who 
told the jury what they found when they 
arrived at the modular home on Feb. 14. 
The last witness to take the stand 
Thursday was State Police investigator 
Sgt. Jerry Stateler. The officer identified 
25 photographs he had taken from the 
Spencer home on the night of the killings. 
These photographs were passed among 


the jury despite Conway's object ions. 
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Conway, in his opening remarks, 
made no mention of Betty Spencer or 
David Smith. 

Hanner, in a booming voice that filled 
the courtroom without the aid of an 
amplifying system, took the jury step- 
by-step through all the incidents which 
are alleged to have occurred leading to 
the killing of Reeve, Ralph and Ray- 
mond Spencer and their stepbrother. 
Greg Brooks, as well as the wounding of 
Betty Spencer, mother and stepmother 
of the victims. 

Each time Hanner had occasion to 
refer to Drollinger, he referred to him 
as "this man” or “that man” and 
pointed with his forefinger in the direc- 
tion of the defense table where the 
accused and his attorneys were seated. 
When describing how the four young 
men were found on the floor of Keith and 
Betty Spencer’s modularjhome north of 
Hollandsburg, Hanner would look at the 
courtroom floor and depict how each 
boch åppeårek as if it were there in front 

of the jury at that moment, 

Hanner said he would prove Droll- 
inger suggested to the other three defen- 
dants — Stonebraker, Wright and Smith, 
18, Wingate, — that they find someone to 
harm or kill. Drollinger, according to 
Hanner, told his companions it is "easy 
to kill” and to prove his point stopped 
the car he was driving, stepped out and 
shot a German Sheperd dog. 

The Parke County prosecutor said he 
is confident he will be able to prove 
Drollinger met with the other three 
defendants after leaving Lew Wallace 
Motor Inn at Crawfordsville and went 
"looking for someone to kill ., or rob.“ 


The star witness is expected to be 
Mrs. Spencer, 43, the only apparent 
eyewitness to the murder, Mrs. Spencer, 
who escaped death when shotgun 
blasts blew her wig off and the killer or 
killers presumed her dead, will testify 
some time next week, Hanner said. 
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Victims 


By DICK ROBINSON 
Star Correspondent 


HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special)— 
Three of the four youths killed in the 
Feb. 14 mass murder at Hollandsburg 
were shot in the head more than once, 
according to Dr. James Benz, who con- 
cluded testimony in the first week of 
Roger Drollinger first degree murder 
trial. 

Doctor Benz said Raymond, Ralph 
and Reeve Spencer, along with their 
、 step-brother Greg Brooks died of shot- 
gun wounds to the head. He said it is 
his decision Ralph was the only one 
to be hit with a single blast from a 
shotgun at close range. The victims 
were found face down on the floor of 
Keith and Betty Spencers modular home 
located just north of Hollandsburg 
in Parke County. It is Dr. Benz' opinion 
the weapons used in the killing were 
fired from a position near the youths 
ieet. 

Dr. Benz, who is associated with 
Wilhard Memorial Hospital at Indian- 
apolis and on the teaching staff of the 
Indiana University School of Medicine, 
conducted the examinations on the bod- 
ies Feb. 14. 

Not only did he testify to the fact the 
three youths had been shot more than 
once, he also said the three sustained 
multiple wounds when they were shot by 

different weapons. The shot which killed 
the Brooks youth was fired from a gun 
held at between one and two feet from 


his head. 


"That was the fatal wound,” Dr. Benz 


The second shot which hit Brooks 
came from more than three feet away. 


vitals 
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N Spencer was hit from blasts 
from two shotguns fired from his left 
side, according to Benz, who said he 
removed small shotgun pellets and large 


shotgun pellets as well as shell wadding ` 


from the boy's head. Benz said the type 
of wound and the presence of wadding 
indicated the shot was fired at a very 
close range. 


The shots which killed Ralph Spencer 
came from a gun fired someplace near 
the youth’s feet, the pathologist said. 
Ralph was also injured across the back 
and shoulder, but Benz could not say 
whether those wounds were from a 
second weapon being used. The 
pathologist said he removed a “fair 
number’ of shotgun pellets from the 
youth’s head. 

"Evidence is,” Dr. Benz said,” Ray- 
mond Spencer was shot twice from close 
range ånd one of those shots was 
re ee 
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Michael T. Conway, Drollinger's 
court- appointed attorney who replaced 
Neil Stanton in July, did little to refute 
any evidence offered during the day and 
a half of testimony. He cross- examined 
very few witnesses and limited his 
activities to objecting to Parke County 
Prosecutor Clelland Hanner exhibiting 
the Pao a of the dead men to the 

jury. For the second straight day, 
Conway said the pictures do nothing 
more than inflame the minds of the 
jury.” 

Activity at the defense table picked up 
when it came time to cross-examine Dr. 
Benz. The defendant, Drollinger, con- 
ferred frequently with Conway and at- 
torney Douglas Ford while Dr. Benz 
testified using photographs of the dead 
men, pointing out how injuries were 
inflicted on each. Ford took up the 
questioning while Conway and Droll- 
inger discussed some matter. After 
Ford had quizzed Benz for about three 
minutes, he called for a short recess. 
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ier CITY, Ind. 一 A co-defen- 
dant will be called to testify Monday 
against Roger C. Drollinger, who is 
being tried on four counts of first degree 
murder in Blackford Circuit Court. 

Drollinger is accused of master- 
minding the Valentine’s Day shotgun 
murders of brothers Raymond, Ralph 
and Reeve Spencer and their step- 
brother, Gregory Brooks. Early 
statements by the prosecutjon indicated 
Drollinger mistook their isolated trailer 
home for the site of a poker game. 

Three other persons, Daniel 
‘Stonebraker, Michael Wright and David 
Smith, also have been charged in the 
murders. 


“They (the prosecutors) are calling 
Stonebraker on Monday and Wright later 
on,” defense attorney Michael Conway 
of Indianapolis said Friday as the prose- 
cution wrapped up two days of clinical 
evidence. 

Prosecutor Clelland Hanner would not 
discuss Stonebraker’s possible testi- 
mony. And the youth’s attorney, Donald 
Gibson of Veedersburg, said he’s not 
sure whether his client will testify when 
he takes the stand. 

・ Stonebraker, 20, has not been tried 
and anything he says at Drollinger’s 


trial Ww be used against him. 

Brooks’ mother, Betty Spencer, who 
was wounded and left for dead when 
intruders broke into her family’s 
isolated trailer home, also is expected to 
take the stand next week. 

Hanner opened the trial Wednesday 
by saying Mrs. Spencer will identify 
Drollinger, 23, as the "boss man” who 
ordered the murders. 

Over defense objections, Hanner dis- 
tributed autopsy pictures of the victims 
at Friday's hearing. 

Conway said the photographs are 
"particularly gruesome and are being 
introduced only for the purpose of in- 
flaming the jury's minds.” 

Among the estimated 50 spectators 
craning to see the pictures as they were 
passed among the 12 jurors was Carolyn 
Spencer, mother of three of the murder 
victims. 

“I wanted to see the boys,” she said 
softly. "But from where I sat, I really 
couldn't see them that well.” 

Mrs. Spencer, an Indianapolis nurse, 
had rever been permitted to view the 
boys’ bodies. 

A police technician who investigated 
the murders said he found blood splat- 
tered as far as 19 feet from the bodies, 
which had been lined up face down on 
the living room floor. 

Dr. James A. Benz, a forensic 
pathologist at Indiana University medi- 
cal school at Indianapolis, described the 
wounds he found when he performed the 
autopsies. 

Gregory Brooks. he said, had been 
shot twice in the head, once from a 
distance of about three feet, again from 
a range of just over a foot. 

One blast "left a large gaping hole in 


the head” behind his left ear, he said. 


“The entire top of the head was blown 
off. The majority of the brain tissue was 
out of the skull.” 

Raymond also had been shot twice, he 
said. One blast hit him behind the left 
ear. another shot at closer range struck 
the back of his head. 

Ralph was wounded in the head, the 
right arm and the back, he said, ap- 
parently by someone standing at his 
feet. 

Reeve was shot twice, once by some- 
one standing near his feet and again by 
somone standing directly over him with 
a gun pointed just over a foot from his 


| head. 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 

Tribune Staff Writer 
HARTFORD CITY, Ind. — A young 
Crawfordsville woman reported Monday 
that accused murderer Roger Drollinger 
had hoped to establish an alibi for the 
night of the killings with which he is 


charged by taking a concert ticket stub 


from her and her boyfriend. 

Debra D. Birdsong, 19, 
Crawfordsville, was one of the first key 
prosecution witnesses expected to testi- 
fy this week in the first degree murder 
trial of Roger Drollinger. 

Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, and three 
other Montgomery County young men 
are charged with the Feb. 14. shotgun 


_ murders of four young Parke County 


brothers. 
“They were going to say that him and 


David (Smith, a co-defendant) had gone 


up to the concert,” Birdsong said. She 
said Drollinger had written down the 


names of the bands and the times they 
nad ended their performances. 


The alibi was not used, though, when 
they realized the concert was the night 


before the murders, she reported. 


Birdsong said she and her boyfriend 
had met Drollinger for dinner at his 
house Feb. 17 and talked about the 
composite drawings. 

“Roger said he had nothing to worry 
about because he hadn’t been seen. 
Nobody knew who he was,” Birdsong 
said. She also said Drollinger had stated 


his job was "driving cars” and he had 


done that. ier SEP with 


Under cross examination, Birdsong 
said she could not remember if Droll- 
inger had used the word alibi or not. 

Birdsong and her boyfriend, Kevin 
Rhodes, Crawfordsville, had testified 
for Drollinger in a drug trial in 
Crawfordsville under way at the time of 
the murders. 


Rhodes was expected to testify Mon- 


day afternoon. 
Also believed to be a possible after- 


.noon witness was Daniel Stonebraker, 


20, Darlington, a co-defendant. 

Testifying Monday morning also was 
Thomas E. Cox, 23, Crawfordsville, an 
employee of Shades State Park, who 
found a sawed-off shotgun in the park 
believed used in the murders. 

The trial began last week in the 
Blackford Circuit Court, with jury selec- 
tion taking two days and the prosecution 
beginning its case Thursday afternoon 
and Friday. 

The basic information was provided 
by Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner in those two days, such as the 
presentation of pictures of the bodies 
and testimony of the law enforcement 
officials involved in the investigation. 

Key witnesses expected to be called 
this week include Betty Spencer, the 
sole survivor of the intrusion into her 
home which left her son, Gregory 
Brooks, 22, and her three step-sons, 
teen-aged brothers Ralph, Raymond and 
Reeve Spencer, — dead 


Drolſing er 
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Mrs. Spencer reportedly escaped alive 
-after the intruders had shot at the heads 
of all the family members, who were 
lined on the living room floor, but only 
knocked her wig off her head. She played 
dead until the intruders had left and. 
em she went to a neighbor’s home for 

elp 

The neighbor, Harold Escue, was the | 
first witness called by the state. 

Other key witnesses this week could 
be Stonebr aker, and Michael W. Wright, 
21, Crawfordsville, who are also charged 
in the murders. 

Hanner has not indicated for sure if or 
when he might call the co-defendants, 
but Drollinger’s court-appointed at- 
torney, Michael Conway, confirmed the 
names of his client’s co-defendants were 
on the potential witness list of the state. 

Both Stonebraker and Wright have 


。 been moved from their regular lodging 


at the Clay County Jail to another jail 
facility close to the trial proceedings. 

Smith, 17, Wingate, the other co- 
defendant in the case, has not been 
mentioned yet as a possible witness. 

Drollinger has maintained since his 
arrest that Smith was at his home, along 
with Drollinger’s wife and daughter, the 
night of the murders. 

Last week, Smith’s attorney filed a 
brief in Jasper Circuit Court in 
Rensselaer, where Smith was scheduled 
for trial Oct. 3, stating Smith was "of 
unsound mind” at the time of the 
murders. 

Hanner has reported he has over 80 
possible witnesses, but does not plan to 
call all of them. 

The defense and the prosecution have 
both estimated the trial will take over 
three weeks to complete. 

(Editor’s Note: Through special ar- 
rangement with correspondents in Hart- 
ford City, The TRIBUNE will be provid- 
ing its readers each day with the latest 
courtroom reports from the murder 


trial of Roger Drollinger.) 
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By DICK ROBINSON 
Star Staff Writer 
HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) — 
After one week's work little has been 
accomplished in the Roger Drollinger 
| murder trial here other than getting 
some of the other “nuts and bolts” 
testimony out of the way and raising 
humerous questions to be answered this 
week. 

Who will answer the questions re- 
| mains in doubt as the prosecution pre- 
| pares to continue with its case against 
| Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, who faces 


See Related Story 
On Page 11 


| four first-degree murder indictments 

venued here from Parke County in the 

Feb. 14 mass murder of four 
Hollandsburg young men. 

| Historically, cases of this type where 

the only apparent motive is robbery, 

| prosecutors find themselves with some 

| physical evidence and little in the way of 

Å eye-witness accounts. Parke County 

| Prosecutor Clelland Hanner not only has 


» collection of material to show the jury 


| — which the defense has described as a 

Å horrendous set of facts — but there also 

is the testimony of witnesses to the 

| execution-style shotgun slayings. 

| The big question facing the prose- 

i cution this week is how many personal 
| accounts of the killings will be presented 
to the jury. 

| Will there be three or more? 

| Maybe just two? 

| Or is Betty Spencer, mother and 
| stepmother of the four victims, who was 
wounded in the shooting and escape 


death, the only witnesses available to 
| describe the events of the early-morning 


i hours of St. Valentine's Day? 
1 There is no question Mrs. Spencer and 
her husband, Keith, will testify this 


week The exact day remains a mystery, 


but the consensus of opinions is she will 
be called on Tuesday. 

Two of the other three co-defendants, 
Daniel Stonebraker, 20, Darlington, and 
Michael Wright, 21, Crawfordsville, are 
named as possible witnesses. The fourth 


defendant is 18-year-old David Smith of 


Wingate and he may not appear here. 


7 


Michael T. Conway, Drollinger's 
court-appointed attorney, says 
Stonebraker will testify Monday. Deputy 
prosecuting attorney for Parke County, 
John Dowd, refuses to comment on 
Stonebraker's appearance, saying Con- 
way may have a list of prospective 
witnesses, but does not know when each 
will be called. 

Dowd mentioned the prosecution still 
must enter into evidence such things as 
weapons found along a Montgomery 
County road which are alleged to have 
been used in the killings. If what the 
deputy prosecutor contends is correct, 


Stonebraker will not be the first witness | 


called Monday. 


Dow stal kel på TAA Friday in 


Blackford Circuit Court as to 
Stonebraker's testimony Hanner con- 
tinues to refuse to discuss the Darl- 
ington youth's appearance. 
Stonebraker's court-appointed attorney, 
Donaid Gibson of Veedersburg, says he 
is not sure his client will testify when he 
(Stonebraker) takes the witness stand. 

Dowd made a comment Friday that a 
contempt of court charge here (Black- 
ford County) means little to someone 
facing murder charges. That comment 
indicates little can happen to 
Stonebraker if he refuses to testify. 

Gibson has been in the courtroom 
since testimony started Thursday and 
has taken numerous pages of notes. He 
paid particularly close attention to 
Hanner's opening remarks. The presen- 
tation in Drollinger's case is expected to 
be similar to that which will be used for 
| the other defendants. 

Conway said Stonebraker and Wright 
did the killings and are attempting to put 
the blame on Drollinger. The attorney 
has not said how he will prove his point. 


| Much of Drollinger's defense apparently 


will be based on testimony expected to 
establish a sequence of crimes which 
Conway contends will prove his client is 
not guilty. Defense witnesses are ex- 
pected to be the accused's wife, father 
jand former attorney. 

Hanner has numerous questions to be 
answered: 

Who is the independent witness who is 
alleged to have heard Drollinger say to 


Wright in the- courthouse at 


Crawfordsville that he should burn his 
clothing and get out. 


Answered 


どき 


Why did the killers wear gloves but no 
masks while at the Spencer home? 

State police technicians have lifted 16 
finger prints with their investigation. 


Will one or more of those support 


Hanner's claims that he will be able to 
prove Drollinger was in the Spencer 
house? A statement was made in the 
opening remarks “no one was coming 
out" and will Hanner be able to prove 
that point? 

Wright, who Hanner made a point of 
saying was lefthanded, is reported to 
have entered the house through the front 
door. A state police technician testified 
he found a blood stain on that door more 
than 19 feet from the head of the nearest 
victim. Is there a connection between 
the fact Wright is lefthanded and the 
blood stain? 

The killers entered the house by the 
front and rear doors. Hanner is yet to 
comment on how they exited. 

Hanner told the jury Wright carried a 
16 gauge shotgun, Smith was armed with 
a J.C. Penney model and Stonebraker 
had a 12 gauge weapon. Hanner said 
nothing about the type of weapon carried 
by Drollinger, if in fact he was armed. 

Two of the three Spencer youths, 
Ralph and Reeve, were home when 
assailants entered the house. Hanner 
has not explained how or when Raymond 
arrived home. The prosecutor said the 
killers asked Mrs. Spencer several ques- 
tions and she told them Raymnond was 
not yet home. The question arises — did 
the killers-know there was a Spencer 
youth missing or was the house picked at 
random as Hanner said. 

A bent-barrel .22-caliber rifle was 
entered into evidence. Hanner has not 
said if the weapon was damaged before 
or after the shootings or why the killers 
went to the trouble. 

Photographs taken at the house after 
the mass murder clearly show every 
room ransacked. Dr. J. Franklin Swaim. 
Parke County Coroner, said it appeared 
the killers were looking for something. 
Conway objected to the remark and it 
was stricken from the record. Hanner 
may be faced with the possibility of 
proving why the house was ransacked. 

While activity here was slow last 
week that may not be the situation 
starting Monday. 


TESE ee: 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) | 


Betty Spencer, the sole survivor of the 
St. Valentine Day murders in which her 


Son and three stepsons were killed, is | 


expected to be a key witness this week 
in the murder trial of Roger Drollinger. 
、 The trial is to resume Monday in the 
_ Blackford Circuit Court. 

Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner began presenting the state's 
evidence last Thursday and Friday and 

is expected to continue through this 

week 

Drollinger's defense, presented by 

cCourt- appointed attorney Michael Con- 
way of Indianapolis, is to be presented 
after Hanner is finished. 

Both Hanner and Conway have esti- 


mated the trial could take at least three 
| weeks. 


Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, ig charged | 


with four counts of murder for the four 
shotgun murders of Gregory Brooks, 22, 
the Spencer woman's son, and her three 
stepsons, Ralph Spencer, 14, Reeve 
Spencer, 16. and Raymond Spencer, 17. 

He is the first of four young Montgom- 
ery County men charged with the 
murders to come to trial. 

The others charged are Daniel R. 


Stonebraker, 20, Darlington; Michael W. 
Wright, 21, Crawfordsville; and David 
W. Smith, 17, Wingate. 

Hanner has indicated both 
Stonebraker and Wright might testify 
for the state during the trial also. 


They are all charged with entering the | 
home of Keith and Betty Spencer about 
12:30 a.m. Feb. 14. Keith Spencer had 


just left for work in Indianapolis. 
All the remaining family members 
were forced to lay face-down and side- 
by-side on the living room floor where 
they were shot execution-style in the 
heads after a small amount of money 
had been taken. 


3 File 
4 Mrs. Spencer escaped by playing dead 
after two shots at her only wounded her. 
with one shot knocking off her wig. She | 
then went to the home of a neighbor, 


Harold Escue, for help. 

Escue was the first witness called by 
Hanner Thursday. Hanner followed in a 
chronological order, then, with law en- 
forcement officers and others as they 
were involved in the case. 


Hanner has indicated he has a poten- 
tial witness list of over 80 persons, but | 
reported last week he does not expect to 


have all of them testify. 
In his opening arguments Thursday 


| morning, Hanner for the first time 


presented a possible motive for the 
murders. He said the four accused 
"were driving around, looking for some 
place to kill and rob” when they came 
upon the isolated Spencer trailer north 


of Hollandsburg. He said they figured a || 


poker game was under way. 
Calling Drollinger the boss man” of 
the group, Hanner said he told none of 


the defendants to wear masks because | 
"when they came out of there, there | 
would be no one alive to testify against | 


them.” 
Conway said, in his opening com- 
ments, that Drollinger has been made a 


“scapegoat” in the incident, saying 


tonebraker and Wright actually com- 
mitted the murders and were trying to 
implicate Drollinger. He said his client 
was home with his wife and daughter at 
the time of the murders. 

Jury selection for the trial took place 
Tuesday and Wednesday, with a jury of 
seven men and five women seated late 
Wednesday afternoon. Two men were 
selected as alternates. 

(Editor's Note: Through special ar- 
rangement with correspondents in Hart- 
ford City, The TRIBUNE will be provid- 
ing its readers each day with the latest 
courtroom reports from the murder 
trial of Roger Droilinger.) 
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by Steve Menestrina 

Roger Drollinger will go on trial this week 
for the shotgun murder of the four 
Hollandsburg boys last February. Their 
mother, Betty Spencer, survived the 
shotgun attack and will testify against the 
accused. 

The state's case will be presented by 
Prosecutor Clelland Hanner and Deputy 
Prosecutor John Dowd. Hanner was in 
Hartford City arranging details of the trial, 
when The Spectator spoke to Dowd. 

John Dowd has been deputy prosecutor 
in Parke County for five years. He is a native 
of the county, and is married with two 
children. 

“We're very satisfied with Hartford City 
as the choice for the Drollinger trial. It's 
similar in background to Parke County. It’s 
a rural area, has a little more population 
than Parke County but is very similar in 
social and economic background. 

“They have a good judge up there also. 
He did a nice job in the Norton murder trial 
(also venued to Hartford City). He’ll run a 
fair, even-handed trial. That's very impor- 
tant in a well publicized case like this," 
Dowd said. 

Dowd commented on pre-trial publicity: 
“In a case like this or the Norton thing, 
publicity is so widespread that there's 
nowhere you can go where someone hasnt 
heard of the case. We try for the fairest 
possible trial; where the defendant's rights 
are properly protected and where the 
public’s interests are well represented. 

"Anyone who's ever been around a 
courtroom knows that a pure trial, a per- 
fectly ideal trial isn’t possible. We try for a 
fair trial in a real world situation. Overall it 
works well, perhaps better in a big publicity 
trial like this one than in an ordinary crimi- 
nal trial. Everyone goes out of their way to 
have the fairest possible trial." 

Dowd expects the trial to last up to three 
weeks. Forty-one witnesses are scheduled 
for the prosecution. They include accused 
murderers Daniel Stonebraker and Michael! 
Wright. Dowd says Stonebraker and Wright 
are angry with Drollinger and the anger will 
be evident at the trial. 


Y Criminals 


fideńt of conviction 


Also testitying will be defendant David 
Smith's half brothers. They will testify to the 
alleged hold Drollinger had over some 
young men in the Montgomery County 
area. The Spectator has already printed an 
interview with one of the half brothers in 
which he expressed the same point. 

“Only Stonebraker has shown any real 
remorse about what he did. The others are 
just angry at being in this situation. No real 
remorse over the murders at all,” Dowd 
said. 

Dowd expressed confidence in convic- 
tion of Drollinger. Over 500 pages of re- 
ports, physical evidence and testimony 
were gathered by the state police. “The 
state police did a super job. They really 
have it all sewn up.” 

Dowd believes only four defense wit- 
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nesses will be called. They include 
Drollinger's mother, father, wife and 
Drollinger's former attorney, Niles Stanton. 
Stanton left the Drollinger case to represent 
Anthony Kiritsis, accused Indianapolis kid- 
napper. 

"Drollinger had council before his arrest 
and council since his arrest. He will be well 
represented.” 

In a personal aside, Dowd said while we 
looked through photos of the crime scene, 
“As horrible, as gory as these are the Nor- 
ton case was worse for me. The pictures of 
that poor murdered little boy were just 
awful. At the time, | had a four year old and 
it really hit home.” The particular photos of 
the crime scene The Spectator saw will not 
be used in court. Another group of selected 
photos will be presented at the trial. 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 
HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) — 
A co-defendant at the murder trial of 
』 Roger C. Droilinger, accused of the 
Å shotgun killings of four Parke County 
| brothers St. Valentine Day, said he 
decided to testify against Drollinger 
because he wants "justice to be done.” 


Drollinger, the first of four Montgom- | 


ery County young men charged with the 
murders to go to trial, was typified as 
the ring leader of the those accused in 
the slayings by Daniel Stonebraker, 20, 
Darlington. 

Stonebraker took the stand in the 
| Blackford Circuit Court Monday and 
Tuesday, saying Tuesday he decided to 
testify “because I couldn't live with the 


© deaths of those four people on my 

conscience. I wanted them to catch the 
right people and they’ve got the right 
people. I want justice to be done.” 


Under cross examination, 
» Stonebraker said he had heard talk of an 

| offer of a deal in return for his tegti- 
mony, a reduction from four first degree 
murder charges to one first degree 
murder charge, one second degree 
murder charge and two charges of vol- 
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untary manslaughter against him. First 


and second degree murder charges both 

carry life sentences and voluntary man- 

slaughter calls for 15 to 2 years in 
| prison. 

Stonebraker was reported as testi- 
fying under use-immunity, which means 
nong of his testimony can be used in his 

rial. 

Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner said earlier no deals had been 
made with Stonebraker for his testi- 

| mony. He reported none of it would be 
| needed in Stonebraker's own trial in 
| Greensburg beginning Dec. 5 since “I’ve 
| already got it in writing.“ 


During his testimony, Stonebraker | 


said Drollinger organized the early 


| morning break-in in the rural | 


Hollandsburg home, telling his three 
companions to shoot or be shot” when 
they entered the mobile home. 


Michael Conway, court-appointed at- 
torney for Drollinger, indicated Monday | 


| afternoon that Drollinger might take the 
stand during the defense’s presentation 
of evidence later in the trial in order to 

| refute the claims made by Stonebraker. 


made a “scapegoat” by Stonebraker and 
another co-defendant, Michael W. 
Wright, 21, Crawfordsville, who has 
been listed as another possible witness 
against Drollinger. 

Hanner, in his opening statement, had 
referred to Drollinger as the boss 


) man” of the four accused murderers. 


Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, 
Stonebraker, Wright and David Smith, 
17, Wingate, have each been charged 
with for the murders of teen-aged 
brothers Ralph, Reeve and Raymond 
Spencer and their stepbrother, Gregory 
Brooks, 22. Betty Spencer, mother of 
Brooks and stepmother of the Spencers. 
survived and is expected to testify 
Wednesday. 

Stonebraker said Monday the four 
accused young men were driving around 


the afternoon before the murders with | 


three loaded shotguns and a revolver 
Drollinger wore in a holster 


robberies. Roger wanted to stop and kill 
some people. I didn’t, David went along 


In his opening comments last week, | with it, Mike was a little leary.” 


Conway had said Drollinger was being | 


$ ; = 
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Replying to Hanner’s question of why 


„ 


strapped to 
his shoulder. When asked by Hanner | 
what they were going to do with the 
guns, Stonebraker replied, Pull armed | 
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Co-defendant in trial seeking ‘justic 
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the group wanted to kill anyone, 
Stonebraker said, No purpose, just for 
enjoyment.“ 

Later, when Drollinger decided to 
break into the Spencer home, he 
wanted everybody to agree when we 
went in to either shoot or be shot, 
Stonebraker said. The plans were to 
shoot them and take their blood and 
write 'Helter Skelter on the refrig- 
erator. Roger wanted to do that. He said 
that we ought to.” 

The movie "Helter Skelter,” about 
the Charles Manson murders of five 
persons in the Sharon Tate home in Los 
Angeles in 1969, had been on television 
within a couple of weeks before the 
murders. 

At the Spencer home, Stonebraker 
said Drollinger gave each man a pair of 
yellow fleece gloves and checked the 
weapons to be sure they were ready. He 
told them to enter the house while he cut 
the telephone lines, Stonebraker said. 

Once inside, Stonebraker said Droll- 
inger ordered the family members lined 
face down on the living room floor and 
| then signaled for the shooting to begin. 

Drollinger fired only once when "af- 
ter the first shot was fired...he 


ik EG 


し yer: 


(Brooks) reared up and kind of yelled, | | 


'Don't shoot me any more.’ He (Droll- 
inger) pulled him up by the hair, put the 


“shotgun up to his head and pulled the 
A 


trigger,” the witness reported. 


Drollinger reportedly ordered | 


Stonebraker to shoot at Mrs. Spencer 
again after walking down the line and 


kicking each victim in the feet. | 


Stonebraker said he missed, hitting 


Brooks again, but Drollinger had his | 


back turned and did not see. 


Stonebraker said the four heard later | 


on a police scanner in their car that Mrs. 


Spencer had survived so they threw out | 
everything they had taken from the 


house, including empty shell casings. 


The next day, Stonebraker said he had | 


met Drollinger and Smith in 
Crawfordsville and "Roger and David 
took turns telling me a story about how 
a. piece of meat was on his neck when 
they got home, how it fell out when he 
took off his coat.” 

(Editor's Note: Through special ar- 
rangement with correspondents in Hart- 
ford City, The TRIBUNE will be provid- 
ing its readers each day with the latest 
courtroom reports from the murder 
trial of Roger Drollinger.) 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

HARTFORD CITY, Ind. — The main 
prosecution witness Wednesday in the 
murder trial of Roger Drollinger was | 
33-year-old woman who said she and her 
three-year-old daughter had accom- 
panied Drollinger and another co-defen- 
dant to Florida at some time after Feb. 
14, the date on which four Parke County 
brothers were murdered. 

Linda Claycombe said Drollinger, 24, 
Waynetown, and David W. Smith, 17, 
Wingate, left her there, though, saying 
they were “getting the hell out of there” 
when they learned warrants were out for 
them for the Hollandsburg murders. 
_Claycombe took the stand on the 
seventh day of the trial in the Blackford 
Circuit Court. Wednesday marked the’ 
seventh-month anniversary of the 
murders. 

Ballistics experts were expected to 
testify Wednesday afternoon. 

Betty Spencer, the sole survivor of the 
intrusion into her rural home north of 


Hollandsburg on St. Valentine Day, was 


earlier scheduled to testify Wednesday, 
but her testimony was delayed until | 
Thursday. 

Following Mrs. Spencer’s testimony, 


Michael W. Wright, 21, Crawfordsville, 
a co-defendant, is expected to be called. 


Another co-defendant, Daniel R. 
Stonebraker, 20, Darlington, testified 
Monday and Tuesday, saying he joined 
in the murders because he was afraid of 
Drollinger. 

Drollinger, Smith, Wright and 
Stonebraker have been charged with the 
shotgun slayings of teen-aged brothers 
Ralph, Reeve and Raymond Spencer and 
their stepbrother, Gregory Brooks. 

Drollinger is the first of the four to 
come to trial. 

Claycombe, who said she had been 
“going with” Drollinger, reported when 
she, her daughter, Drollinger and Smith 
got to Florida she got a job and Droll- 
inger and Smith started looking for jobs. 
She said they used aliases of Shane 
Jackson for Drollinger and Herbie Jack- 
son for Smith. She said they also applied 
for new social security numbers under 
those names. å 

Claycombe said Drollinger and Smith 
left when she had called Indiana to 
check on her other two children and was 
informed by Smith's stepbrother that 
warrants were out for them. She said, “I 
asked them if they had done it; they said 
‘no’ and took off.” Claycombe reported 
they were both armed with pistols dar- 
ing the whole trip. 


da wit 


ae e said she had made ar- 
rangements to return to Indiana and was 
| waiting for money to be sent to her when 
she was picked up by Indiana State 
Police Sgt. Loyd Heck. 

Other witnesses Wednesday had been 
two stepbrothers of Smith and a sister of 
Stonebraker. Smith’s stepbrothers iden- 
tified some of the guns reportedly used 

beens in the murders as ones Smith and Droll- 
inger and the others had had prior to the 
murders. One stepbrother said Droli- 
inger had offered him a job after the 
Hollandsburg murders, saying "You'd 
have to do everything, including 

murder.” 

Stonebraker’s sister said Drollinger 
had told her he was with Niles Stanton in 

| Indianapolis at the time of the murder. 

Drollinger had been referred to in the 

| opening comments of Parke County 
Prosecutor Clelland Hanner last week 
| as the “boss man” of the four accused 
murderers. i 

In Tuesday’s testimony, Stonebraker 
said he participated in the shootings 
because he was afraid of Drollinger: “F 

fired so I wouldn't be shot. I'm afraid of 
Roger Drollinger. I wasn't thinking 
about nothing. My mind was blank.” 5 
Stonebraker reported the four accused 
young men had left Crawfordsville on 
Feb. 13 and headed toward 
Hollandsburg, looking for a house to 
enter. f v 
"We seriously surveyed eight to 10 
houses before the Spencer house was 
picked,” he said, reporting the decisi 
was made on that house because several 
cars, including a Thunderbird and 
ao hd parked outside. ( 
it you say the primary, purpose 
was to kill people?” asked ne 
“Yes,” Stonebraker replied. 
Original plans had been to ki 
occupants and write "Helter Skelti 
the refrigerator with their | 
Stonebraker had said. No writing in 
blood took place. Bian 
Stonebraker said he and Drollinger 


fr wh at er 


Drol 


linger 


had watched the movie "Helter Skelter” £ 
a few months before and had talked 
about it. 

He said the accused killers had dis- 
cussed it also during a car ride in which 
Drollinger "first talked about going out 
and killing some people just for the fun 
of it.” 

Late Tuesday morning and then Tues 
day afternoon Stonebraker was cross 

examined by Drollinger's attorney 

| Michael Conway, who tried to show 
inconsistencies in Stonebraker's stor 
and mocked his claim that Drollinge 
was the leader of the gang of killers. 

In his opening comments, Conway had 
said Drollinger was being made 2 
“scapegoat” by Stonebraker and Wright 


who, he claimed, actually committed — 


the murders. 
Stonebraker, throughout questioning 


by both Hanner and Conway, showed Fa 


little emotion. 


(Editor's Note: Through special ar. 


rangement with correspondents in Hart- 
ford City, The TRIBUNE will be provid- 


ing its readers each day with the latest! 


courtroom reports from the murder 
trial of Roger Drollinger.) 
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Editor's Note: Dick Re 


ow 
vestigative reporter for the 


Crawfordsville Journal-Review, will be 
reporting on the Hollandsburg murder 
trials for The Terre Haute Star. All four 
murder suspects are from near 


上 Crawfordsviile and Robinson, a veteran 


newsman with a wealth of eourtrooum 


* experience, has done extensive research — 
on all the cases. An award-winning news 
writer, Robinson will file daily reports. 


By DICK ROBINSON 
Star Correspondent * 
HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) — 
Daniel Stonebraker, one of four defen 
| dants in the St. Valentine's Day shotgun 
killings at Hollandsburg said here Tues- 


day he was afraid not to go along with | 


Å his three companions because he was 
afraid Roger Drollinger would kill him. 
ョ ョ Stonebraker returned to the witness | 
Stand Tuesday as a prosecution witness 
in the murder trial of Drollinger who 
8 long with Stonebraker, 21, David 
Smith. 18, Wingate, and Michael Wright. 
21. Crawfordsville, faces four first 
degree murder indictments in the 
Å slaying of four Parke County youths. ~ 
Drollinger, 24, is the first of the four to | 
stand trial in connection with the deaths 
ol Ralph, Raymond and Reeve Spencer | 
and Greg Brooks, their stepbrother. 1 
Parke County prosecuting attorney || 
~ Clelland Hanner asked Stonebraker if he 
knew that what he testified here could | 
be used against him. The witness said he | 
| understood and continued on "3 explain 
"at he hau not agreed to xy deals in 
| exchange for his testimony. Hanner said | 
Stonebraker's testimony against Droll- | 
inger will have no bearing on later cases | 
~~ because statements have already been 
made and signed by Stonebraker. | 
Stonebraker’s court-appointed attorney, 
| Donald Gibson of Veedersburg, said his 
client has not agreed to any deal. = 
Å Michael T. Conway, Drollinger's — 
court-appointed attorney, made an issue 
in eross-examination that Stonebraker | 


degree murder with 15-25 years penalty. 
Stonebraker said he is not interested in 


Under eross- examination, Conway 
hammered away at Stonebraker time 
nd time again asking why he went 


Feared Drolh 
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through with the killings even though as 
he testified he was the only one of the 
four actually against the “caper.” 

Stonebraker said he was concerned that 

Drollinger would kill him and “‘at that 
time, I would rather shoot somebody 
than be shot myself.” 

Stonebraker said he was questioned 
by Indiana State Police twice before he 
was actually arrested. He said he went 
to Terre Haute with Drollinger and 
Smith after he was picked up the first 
time. The witness said he only wanted to 
make the trip as far as Terre Haute 
while Drollinger and Smith were plan- 


ning to continue on south. Linda Clay- ~ 
comb of Wingate provided the car for ; 


that trip, according to Stonebraker. She 
vas questioned a few days later by 
Indie na authorities in Florida. 


Stonebraker said that while in Terre 


Haute, Drollinger purchased a quantity 
of dope (marijuana) which Stonebraker 
was to take back to Crawfordsville. The 
witness said the dope (marijuana) was 
to be turned over to Kenneth Rhodes as 
ʻa repayment on a loan. Rhodes had 
>; appeared here Monday as a prosecution 
witness. 


anner asked Stonebraker why he 


didn’t leave with Drollinger and Smith. 
“I didn’t feel like running,” Stonebraker 
replied. 

Drollinger and Stonebraker, ac- 


quainted for about two years, were 


partners in dealing dope, according to 
testimony. Stonebraker said Drollinger 
provided all the money, transportation 
and connections in the dope business. 
Conway questioned the witness concern- 
ing Drollinger’s reputation with 


Crawfordsville police. The defense at- 


torney asked Stonebraker why he only 


was part of the Crawfordsville police 
plan to get rid of Drollinger. 


ight make good targets. 


There was no reason for 
ollandsburg killings, according 


Stonebraker, It was somethi 


home at Hollandsburg, "Roger' said, 


let's go,“ the witness testified. “We all 
just sat there and he said it again and we 
knew he meant it and we got out of the 

car.” 
“I went along,” Stonebraker said, 


"because I didn't want to get shot.” | 


Conway asked the witness who would 

shoot him. “Roger,” Stonebraker re- 
, plied. 

Drollinger and Stonebraker watched a 
television movie about the Charles Man- 
son family and about killing without 
reason.” Stonebraker said they watched 
the movie at Drollinger’s home and 
discussed the film later. He said the 
movie might have been the thinking 


behind Drollinger’s suggestion to write | 


he words ‘‘Helter Skelter” in the vic- 
tims’ blood about the house. No reason 
vas given for not following through with 
hat plan. 
There also was a plan to burn the 
ictims’ home. Stonebraker said he 
(didn't know why the Spencer house was 


0 Conway asked Stonebraker why he 


dn't leave the scene with Drollinger 
and Smith and why he made statements 
o police. 

"Because I couldn't live with the 
eath of those people on my conscience. 
wanted to be caught but I couldn't turn 
yself in,” Stonebraker said. “I wanted 

hem to catch the one who done it— 
which was us. They have got the right 
people. I want to make sure justice is 
brought forth for the death of those 
people.” 

Betty Spencer, mother and step- 
mother of the victims, is expected to 
testify Wednesday. She was wounded in 
the shooting spree Feb. 14 and escaped 
dea g dead. 
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eventually m r 
to her and she has been here since the 
trial started waiting to testify on her 
husband's behalf. 
rs. Claycomb, the mother of three, 
testified the matter of a parole violation 
came up while she and Drollinger were 
© enroute to Crawfordsville March 1 or 2. 


Editor's Note: Dick Robinson, an in- 
vestigative reporter for the 
Crawfordsville Journal-Review, will be 
reporting on the Hollandsburg murder 
trials for The Terre Haute Star. All four 
murder suspects are from near 
Crawfordsville and Robinson, a veteran 
newsman with a wealth of courtroom | 
experience, has done extensive research 
on all the cases. An award-winning news 
writer, Robinson will file daily reports. 

By DICK ROBINSON 

Star Correspondent 

HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) — 
Linda Claycomb, 33, Wingate, who ad- | 
mitted to being accused murderer Roger 
Drollinger’s girlfriend, testfied here 
Wednesday she was not aware her lover 
and David Smith went to Florida with 
her last March to avoid being arrested in 
connection with the Hollandsburg 
murders. 

She told the jury she thought Droll- 
inger was fleeing Montgomery County to 
avoid going to jail on a series of drug 
charges and a possible revocation of 
parole. She said she thought Smith, also 
a frequent visitor in her home, went 
along because he had no place else to go. 

Mrs. Claycomb said she had been 
going with Drollinger for about a week 


is 


appear at the Montgomery County Jail 
for a hearing on a parole revocation. 
Friday of that same week, Drollinger 
woas to be sentenced on a series of drug 
charges. He had been found guilty dur- 


1 


på på tion of his pre-sentencing report. 
PD0Dirollinger never kept his appointment 
目 | with the parole officer. "They're crazier 
than hell if they think they are going to 
bust me for a parole violation,” Droll- 


で 


co-defendants in the Hollandsburg inci- 
dent. The fourth suspect in the case is 
Michael Wright, 21, Crawfordsville. 
Wright was arrested in California in 
March and was not mentioned in the 

plans and had apparently flew the area. 


— 


before they fled to Florida. She said she 
was able to find two jobs and Drollinger 
and Smith had found employment, but 
were not going to work until they se- 
cured new Social Security numbers. 
Testimony continued here Wednesday 
as Parke County prosecuting attorney 
> Clelland Hanner paraded a long line of 
persons to the witness stand. The first of 
four suspects in the shotgun slaying of 
four young men at Hollandsburg, Droli- 
inger, is facing four first-degree murder 
indictments venued here from Parke 
County. 

Prosecutor Hanner allowed Mrs. 
Claycomb to tell her story under direct 
examination, but when it came his turn 
a2 a second time, under re- direct examina- 
tion, he took a hard line with his ques- 
© tioning. "You knew you were running 
| away, didn't you?” Hanner explained. 
Mrs. Claycomb said she knew there 

| was going to be trouble. “I knew they 
| Were going to bust him on the dope 
> charge,” she said. "I never asked him 

about a parole violation.” 
| . Drollinger had not told her about the | 
possible parole violation. He had been | 
released from prison after serving sev- | 
> eral months on a rape charge. He was | 


Before Drollinger and Mrs. Claycomb 
~~ and their friends could leave the area, 
"~~ several arrangments had to be made. 
Drollinger was to meet with Smith while 
Mrs. Claycomb took her car to pick up 
> Stonebraker. 


about a pistol, didn't you?” Hanner 
asked. 

No.“ replied Mrs. Claycomb. “I said 
| I took Stoney to pick up a pistol from 


agreed to meet at Meilott(a small town 
in Fountain County.)“ 


* 
and started for Terre Haute. 


ve convicted of assaulting a young girl ne | Smith because he didn't want to-run. 
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A parole officer directed Drollinger to 


ing a jury trial in February and allowed 
to remain free on bail awaiting comple- | 


Å inger told Mrs. Claycomb, she testified. | 8 


Daniel Stonebraker, 21, Darlington, also 


"You also went to see Kevin Rhodes | 


and he wanted to talk with Roger. They | 


Drollinger, along with Mrs. Clay- 
『 comb, Stonebraker and Smith, later that | 
day met Rhodes at Mellott. The accused 

and Rhodes walked into an alley where 
they remained for a time. After the M 
meeting, Drollinger returned to the car | 


"Stonebraker testified Tuesday that | 
"while in Terre Haute, Drollinger 
purchased a quantity of dope which Ree 
Stonebraker was to return to Rhodes at 
Crawfordsville. Stonebraker said he 
didn’t make the trip with Drollinger and 
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"Don't you think it strange that they 
| would run if they hadn't done it?“ 
| Hanner asked. 
: “If someone was accusing me of it, Pd E 

| take off too,” Mrs. Claycomb replied. 5 
Å Crawfordsville police officers Gary Å 
Bell and Michael Bridge and radio dis- 
| patcher James Brown testified Wednes- に 
day to certain events occurring in that 
city during the early morning hours of 
Feb. 14. All said they had received a 
complaint concerning a brown Blazer 
| van-type car parked at the Lew Wallace 
| Motor Inn. The officers said the vehicle 
is registered to Nathan Drollinger, 


Mrs. Claycomb said she had no idea 
Í Drollinger and Smith were wanted for 
the Hollandsburg killings when she left 
for Florida with them. Both men accord- | 
ing to her testimony were armed with 
pistols they carried in shoulder holsters. f 
| She said she called home from Florida to 
check on her daughters and learned 
murder indictments had been handed 
| down in Parke County for her two 
a companions. She said they both left her 
> immediately. 
ä Bell said Roger 
Drollinger was a frequent driver of the 1 
lazer. Dispatcher Brown said he re- 
| ceived the first telephone call regarding 
the Blazer at 10:58 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 13. 


| The officers said the vehicle was parked le 
on the motel lot at 11:15 p.m. and 2:04 ja 
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aS a.m., Feb. 14. It was gone by 4:59 a.m. | ay 
Monday. according to the officers. eis 
> In a report published last week,, 


Drollinger’s court-appointed attorney, 


i 
SY father and wife will testify that the 
accused was home with them at the time 
the murders were committed. 
NE The long awaited appearance of Mrs. 
Ps Betty Spencer, mother of one of the 
victims and stepmother of the other | 
three boys who were shotgunned to | 
death, will be Thursday. A spokesman | 
for the Parke County prosecutor's office 
s said Hanner is running a full day behind 
schedule and Mrs. Spencer should have 
been on the witness stand Wednesday. 
Å She was in the Blackford County |) 
ÅÅ Courthouse Wednesday. 


TOMORROW — The Terre Haute Star 
will provide expanded coverage of the 


mn 
I * 


trial proceedings, including Mrs. Betty 


Spencer's testimony, in Friday's edi- 
tions. 
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By ROB ALLEN, 
COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writers 


HARTFORD CITY, Ind. — Michael 
W. Wright testified Thursday, as the 
state concluded its case, that he partici- 
pated in the murders of four Parke 


County brothers on St. Valentine's Day 
because he had been threatened by 


Roger Drollinger. 

Wright, 22, Crawfordsville, took the 
stand Thursday afternoon in the Black- 
ford Circuit Court in the first degree 
murder trial of Drollinger. 24, Way- 
netown. 

The last witness Friday, FBI agent 
Frank Lowie, said Drollinger admitted 
being at the scene of the murders. Lowie 
said Drollinger, when Lowie picked him 
up at attorney Nile Stanton's Indian- 
apolis office, shortly after Drollinger 
turned himself in, told him: ‘I’m a farm 
boy who wants to make a living. All I 
want to do is kiss my wife good-bye in 
the morning and do a day’s work and 
return home to my wife and family. I 
guess because I stumbled on the scene of 

some people killing other people I'll 
have to spend my life in prison for being 
at the scene.’ 

Drollinger had told authorities earlier 
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that he was at home at the time of the 
slayings. 

Wright answered prosecution ques- 
tions Thursday and was cross examined 
by Drollinger’s court appointed attorney 
Michael Conway. 

Conway attempted to discredit 
Wright’s testimony and catch him in 
errors. 

Conway asked Wright if the four 
accused discussed the incident 
beforehand and what the intent was to 
be. Wright answered that he thought the 
intent was “robbery because I didn’t 
think they would go through with it.“ 

Conway also questioned Wright about 
his comments that Drollinger took a 
pistol out and pointed it at Wright before 
the shootings started. Conway asked if 
that comment was in Wright’s original 
statement given to authorities. Wright 
said he thought it was. 

The other person to testify Friday 
morning, Sgt. Lt. Loyd Heck, Indiana 
State Police, backed up Wright on that. 

Heck identified evidence and followed 
through the investigation and arrests. 

David Smith, the 17-year-old co-defen- 
dant, was in the courthouse and was 
talked to by Prosecutor Clelland Han- 
ner, but was not called to testify. 

Hanner asked the judge for a recess 
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Friday until Monday when he will con- 
clude his case. Hanner is not expected to 
call any more witnesses. 

Conway is to begin presenting his case 
Monday. 

The case is expected to go to the jury 
next week. 

Drollinger is the first of four Mont- | 
gomery County young men charged with 
the Feb. 14 murders of teen-aged 
brothers Ralph, Reeve and Raymond 
Spencer and their step-brother Gregory | 
Brooks, 22. 

Another 
Stonebraker, 


co-defendant, Danie} 
20, Darlingon, testified 


Monday and Tuesday, relating the first 


public account of the murders. 


Smith and his attorney entered al 


motion stating Smith was “‘of unsound 

mind”at the time of the murders. 
Although Wright’s testimony ad- 

mitted his participation in the murders, 


it seemed anti-climatic because he fol- | 
lowed the Thursday morning testimony | 


of Betty Spencer, mother of Brooks and | 
step-mother of the Spencer boys, who 

was the sole survivor of th e intrusion 

into her home. 

Mrs. Spencer gave a very personal 
and emotional account of the murders 
which had many spectators and some 
jury members crying or near tears. 
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In Wright's soit oa he said = 
were two reasons for why he testified 
Thursday. One was That if I ever get f; 
an opportunity to get out of prison, if 1 
go, Ill have a clean conscience.’ 

Second, he said, was to see that 
Roger Drollinger isn't out on the streets 
to get somebody else involved in some- 
thing like this. We never would have 
done it if it hadn't been for him.” 

Wright said he was willing to“ pay 
for his acts. 

Wright, in his testimony. told how |, 
three of the accused entered the Spencer 


home making ar members lie face 


down on the f 
Wright felta ned that he thought he 


and the co-defendants were just out 


early that morning Feb. 14 “to commit un 
a robbery.” 

It wasn’t until right before going — 
the home he realized more w 


involved. Wright said. 


"Roger said we was going to go in 
there and we was to kill em,“ Wright 
said. "Roger sai d if anybody didn't 
shoot, they d get shot. 

Details of ransacking the 


personal items followed in Wright's tes: 


timony. 


Then. Wright said, Drollinger ap 
proached him while he was standing 
alone in the kitchen area, and told hir 
to "waste ‘em.’ 


ger 
shootings” 


7 said he told Drollinger he 
didn't think he could do it and Drollinger 
pulled a pistol out of his pants, and said 

"you will or else.” 

Wright said he moved in beside 
Stonebraker in the dining area and 
Drollinger went to where Smith was 
behind the lined up victims. 

He said nothing more was said and 
shot toward the couch on the same side 
(where the lineup of bodies began with 
Brooks). 


No orders were given, he said but 
was standing there staring 


mv 8 AN but Drollinger started 
shooting then, he said. 

Wright said Drollinger didn't shoot 

until the one on the end (Brooks) raised 
up and said “Oh God, please don’t shoot 
me again 

ingen then lifted Brooks' head by 
* the hair and held a shotgun about six 
inches away and shot, Wright said, 
addi "his head just blew up.” 

Earlier in the day, Mrs. Spencer gave 
the dramatic details of the shootings. 


å Describing events after the intruders 


house an 
| taking a small amount of money and ett, she told the jury: 


‘I raised up, I could wiggle my feet— 
they moved. I was still alive. I went to 
the window and saw two cars take off at 
a high rate of speed. I turned from the 
window and asked, ‘Is anyone alive?’ 

"Nobody answered. As I stood there— 
a horrible sound. 

“It took me a moment to realize it 

(the sound) was blood rushing from our 


| boys. It sounded like a waterfall or 
something like that.” 


(TRIBUNE staff writer Colleen Sims 


is currently attending the murder trial 


of Roger Drollinger in Hartford City in 


| order to provide readers with first-hand 
は reports from the rtr \ 
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STONEBRAKER UNDER GUARD — Daniel R. Stonebraker, 21, Darlingerton, second from left, 
was the first of four suspects arrested for the Feb. 14 slaying of four Hollandsburg youths 


Stonebraker is shown with three Indiana State Police detectives after his arrest in March 
(Star Photo: Kadel 


ALLEGED LEADER DROLLINGER — Roger C. Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, turned himself in 
at Indianapolis to become the fourth suspect to be captured in the St. Valentine's Day massacre 
of four young Hollandsburg men. Drollinger is in middle with beard. (Star Photo: Kadel) 


BRING CS ee & i 5 : 
VRIGHT TAKEN INTO CUSTODY — Michael W. Wright, 21, 
Crawfordsville, was the second of four suspecis taken into z e 6 
custody for the Feb. 14 slaying of four Hollandsburg youths. SMITH SEIZED IN LOUISVILLE — David W. Smith, 18. Wingate, was arrested in Loui 
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sville. Ky 

Wright was captured in California and returned to Parke to become the third of four subjects captured and charged with the slaying of four young 
County to face ihe charges (Star Photo: Kadel) Hollandsburg men. (Star Photo: Kadel; 
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